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The Theme: GOD IS LOVE.
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The Text: 
God is love.
I Jn. 4:8

The Thots: 


Intro.: On 14th Feb. the world will come alive with “LOVE” – Valentine Love for all that it claims to be 


or what it is not.  In contrast, here is Verily Love for what it actually is.

I Jn. 2:5
 
Whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in Him. 

A. The Perfection of Verily Love.  
1. Its Meaning: He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.
I Jn. 4:8
A person who does not Love Cannot Claim to know God or to put it more Succinctly…
A person who does not know God cannot Love in its true Sense for the Source of Love is God.

2. Its Magnitude – Can we ever Love as God loves? 
Jn. 3:16


For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us.
I Jn. 3:16a
3. Its Manner – Only God can make us love as He loves:


a. Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, 

that we should be called children of God!
I Jn. 3:1, NKJV

b. We love Him, because He first loved us. 
I Jn. 4:19
c. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, 


and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
I Jn. 4:10
4. Its Mediator – Christ mediated this Love from God to us through His death for us.


For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 

Who gave Himself a ransom for all.
I Tim. 2:5, 6a, KJV
a. God, the Father Loved us – God demonstrates His own love toward us.
Rom. 
5:8
b. God, the Son gave His Life for Us.

5:6

i. When we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

5:6

ii. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

5:8

iii. When we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son.

5:10
…The Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Gal. 2:20

c. God, the Spirit shed abroad God’s Love in our hearts.
Rom.
5:5b

The love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit Who was given to us.
5. Its Manifestation.
I Jn. 4:7 
a. Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God;
and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 
b. A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
Jn. 13:34; 15:12
c. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: 
I Jn. 4:20

for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, cannot love God whom he hath not seen.
B. The Practice of Verily Love.
I Cor. 13:4-8 (NKJV) 

1. Love suffers long and is kind; 
2. Love does not envy; 
3. Love does not parade itself, 
4. is not puffed up; 

5. does not behave rudely, 
6. does not seek its own, 
7. is not provoked, 
8. thinks no evil; 

9. does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 

10. bears all things, 
11. believes all things, 
12. hopes all things, 
13. endures all things. 

14. Love never fails.

My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.
I Jn. 3:18 

Our Love for our Lord makes us Love to come into His presence this day to remember Him as He commanded:
The Commandment:
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, 


you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 
I Cor. 11:26, NKJV
The Commemoration: It is to remember God’s Verily Love in giving His Son’s Life for us!
Oh, what a Savior that He died for me! From condemnation He hath made me free;
He that believeth on the Son, said He, Hath everlasting life.

Verily, verily, I say unto you; Verily, verily, message ever new!


He that believeth on the Son ’tis true! Hath everlasting life!
James McGranahan
Reflections for the Week
R. 523
1. For those interested in Valentine Love and are following the ways of the world to express that love to your partner on 14th February with the traditional gifts of roses, cup-cakes, romantic poems, posters, photographs, pictures, posts, presents, etc., etc. 

or in extraordinary ways depending on your creativity and ingenuity to impress your partner, 

how will your love compare to the Verily Love as described in the Bible in I Cor. 13:4-8 listed for you below? 

Will your Valentine love continue long after February 14?

Will your love be just for one day or 
Will you continue to express this love in the days that follow?
The Challenge for you today is not just the expression of Valentine Love on Valentine’s Day to your loving partner but whether you can sustain it in Verily Love long after Valentine’s Day is over, as…

1. Love suffers long and is kind; 

2. Love does not envy; 

3. Love does not parade itself, 

4. is not puffed up; 

5. does not behave rudely, 

6. does not seek its own, 

7. is not provoked, 

8. thinks no evil; 

9. does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 

10. bears all things, 

11. believes all things, 

12. hopes all things, 

13. endures all things. 

14. Love never fails.


My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; 


but in deed and in truth.
I Jn. 3:18 
REFLECT.
2. A traditional marriage vow has been stated as:
I, (name), take you (name), to be my (wife/husband), to have and to hold 
from this day forward, for better or for worse, for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish; 
from this day forward until death do us part. 
Do you feel that the above vow is biblical or Bible based? 

These traditional wedding vows have now been changed, amended and modified 

to suit the times and current societal standards.

In principle will you be able to accept the traditional version 

or do you feel the need to modify it to fit in with the more liberal standards 
current in modern society whatever they may be?

You may not agree with the following words:

for better or for worse, for richer, for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish; 
from this day forward until death do us part
and you feel they should be modified for one partner to free himself or herself 

from such vows to give allowance for separation and divorce in later life?
Which View of love do you have for your partner? Verily Love or Valentine Love?



REFLECT

Points To Ponder: Love Suffers Long. Is this what you are committed to



when you fall in love?

O I am my Beloved’s and my Beloved’s mine! 

He brings a poor vile sinner into His “house of wine.”
I stand upon His merit—I know no other stand, 

Not even where glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s land.


Anne R. Cou​sin
