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The Text: 
For thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back.
Isa. 38:17
The Thots:

Intro.  When Hezekiah was thirty-nine years old and about half way through his reign, he nearly died of a sickness that inflicted his body. But the Lord spared him and extended his life for another 15 years. 

In gratitude, he responded with the above statement. Hezekiah was conscious of…
A. The Attributes of God – Thou
1. His Holiness, which does not allow Sin in His Presence.
Psa. 66:18
Cf. If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.
2. His Righteousness, which does not allow Sin not to be Punished.
Rom. 6:23 
Behold, all souls are mine; the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 
Eze. 18:4
For the wages of sin is death.

Rom. 6:23

3. His Justness (Justice) to accept the Sinner through the Propitiation of a Sinless Substitute.  Rom. 3:24-26
Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time 

His righteousness: that He might be just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 
B. The Affections of God… For – to Send His Son to be the Substitute to die for our Sin. 
 
1. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son…
Jn. 3:16


2. God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Rom. 5:8
3. He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all.
Rom. 8:32
4. Herein is love…that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. I Jn. 4:10
C. The Act of God – Has cast all my sins behind Thy back 
1. Now He can Act concerning our sins – has Cast.
a. He can Remove our transgressions.
Psa. 103:2

As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions…

b. He can Remember our sins no more.
Heb. 8:12; 10:17
…their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.

c. When we Return to Him, He can blot out our transgressions and sins.
Isa. 44:22

I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins… 
 
2. The All-Comprehensiveness of His forgiveness – all my sins

Isa.1:18

a. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

b. He will tread our iniquities under foot. 
Mic. 7:19b, NRSV

c. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.  
Mic. 7:19c, NRSV

3. The Accentuated Act expressed in human terms – behind Thy back.
a. God (in human terms) cannot see His back, i.e. He no more sees our sins, He has Forgiven us. See #1, 2 
b. Moses was not allowed to see God’s Front, but only His back.
Exo. 33:23

And I will take away Mine hand, and thou shalt see My back parts: but My face shall not be seen.

Cf. No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 

He hath declared Him. 
Jn. 1:18
c. Ct. But Moses was allowed to speak to God Face to Face, i.e. fig. Frankly and openly. 
Exo. 33:11; 
The LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his Friend. Cf. Num. 12:8; Deut. 34:10

d. For us, now we see the Lord Faintly as through a glass.
II Cor. 3:18 (ASV) 

But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord.

e. But one day we shall see the Lord Face to Face and be as He is! 
1 Jn. 3:2 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. 

Today He is present with us for where two or three are gathered together in My name, 


there am I in the midst of them. (Mt. 18:20) 

May we remember our Lord as He commanded us to this day in the breaking of the bread

And in the drinking of the cup – He has cast all our sins behind His back! 
Let us tell Him face to face that we love Him because He first loved us.
Rejoice ye with singing who trust in the Lord: Go tell His salvation with happy accord;
He saith in His mercy to you and to me, Your sins shall be cast into the depths of the sea.

Into the sea, Calvary’s sea, His love is an ocean, so boundless and free;


Into the sea, Calvary’s sea, Our sins shall be cast into the depths of the sea.
E. E. Hewitt
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Moses was not allowed to see God’s face (Exo. 33:23) as there shall no man see Me, and live" (Exo. 33:20).  And Jesus Himself stated, No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him (Jn. 1:18).
Indeed God in His essence is invisible: The King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God (1 Tim. 1:17). It is He alone Who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see… (I Tim. 6:16)

Therefore it is only the Lord Himself Who in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God (Jn. 1:1) Who can declare (lit. reveal) Who God is in His essential nature. Thus, said the Lord Himself: No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him. (Jn. 1:18). Cf. Not that any man hath seen the Father, save He which is of God, He hath seen the Father. (Jn. 6:46)

But consider how the following responded when they claimed to have “seen” God:

Did Isaiah really see God with his own eyes? Note his response:
Isa. 6:5
Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: 
for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.

Did Job physically see God? Note his response:
Job 42:5-6 
I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee. 
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 

Did Jacob see God face to face? (cf. Gideon, Jud. 6:22)
Gen. 32:30

And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, 
and my life is preserved. 

Did Samson’s parents visually see God?
Jud. 13:22

And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God. 

The above saw God, not in His divine essence, but most likely in His restrained manifested presence such that they were not struck dead but were conscious of Him and the consequences of their experience.
In actual condition, we can only know the Attributes and Acts of God; but to see God in His Essence is not possible for no one can see Him thus and live. 
God may be seen in a theophany (in human manifestation) or anthropomorphism (in human terminology) but His inner essence or nature could be disclosed only in Jesus.

When told of Jesus’ resurrection by His disciples, Thomas refused to believe. He said:

Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.  (Jn. 20:25). Later when Jesus appeared before Thomas to challenge Him to accept the conditions he had set himself earlier, and finding them to be true, He said, My Lord, and my God, meaning he had seen his Lord Who is God Himself. Then Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. (Jn. 20:29).  You have not seen the Lord, but you can see Him if you believe. Have you?
REFLECT
2. Today many have laid claims to have seen Jesus in a beyond-death experience, in their dreams and visions, etc. welcoming them into heaven and talking with them, and later to allow them to return to earth to report on their experience. The questions to be raised are “How do these people recognise Jesus when they see Him?” Is it based on the commercial and religious portrayals of Him in pictures, sculptures, etc? All these thousands of them vary from place to place, from generation to generation as no one in history ever had an authentic portrait of Jesus. One just needs to google the question: How do we know how the real Jesus look like? to see the futility of such a quest. 

Let us be more concerned with John’s exhortation to every Christian: I Jn. 3:2-3, NKJV
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, 
but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

REFLECT.


Points To Ponder: Which Matters More – for us to see God or for God to see us?

