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The Theme: God sent His Angel/s
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The Text: 
The angels…are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 


for them who shall be heirs of salvation?
Heb. 1:13, 14
The Thots:
 

A. God sent His angel/angels…
1. To Redeem His People, Israel from Slavery in Egypt
Num. 20:16
When we cried unto the LORD, He heard our voice, and sent an angel, and…brought us forth out of Egypt. 
2. To Rescue His Prophets.
Dan. 3:28
a. Nebuchadnezzar…said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
who hath sent His angel, and delivered His servants that trusted in Him…

b. Said Daniel unto the king… God hath sent His angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, 
that they have not hurt me.
Dan. 6:21, 22
3. To Release His Apostles from Prison.
Acts 5:19, 20
a. The angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth…

b. Peter… said…the Lord hath sent His angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod. Acts 12:11
4. To Reveal the Saviour’s Person:
a. Regarding His Conception…
i. To Joseph: 
Matt. 1:20
Behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him…saying, Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

ii. To Mary: 
Lk. 1:26-31
… the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto…Mary…and the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: …behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call His name JESUS.

iii. To the Shepherds:
Lk. 2:9-11 

The angel of the Lord…said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day…a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

b. Referring to His Resurrection: 
Mt. 28:2-6
The angel of the Lord…answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified…He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

c. Reaffirming  His Ascension:
Acts 1:10, 11
As He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, …This same Jesus, …taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.

B. But God did not Send His Angels to Rescue His Son… 
1. When He was Betrayed and Besieged by His Sworn enemies:
Mt. 26:53
Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently give Me
 more than twelve legions of angels? But He did not!
2. When He was thirsty and dying in His own Body as our Substitute on the tree.

Jn. 19:28; I Pet. 2:24
Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished… said, "I thirst!"
…His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…

· Ct. God sent an angel to feed Elijah when he was hungry and thirsty under the juniper tree:
I Kgs. 19:5-8

And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, 
Arise and eat. And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, 
and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again…
· Ct. God sent His angels to minister unto Him after His fast of 40 days and 40 nights.
Mt. 4:2, 11

Then the devil leaveth Him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto Him.
3. Because that was the only Way God’s Love for Sinners could Be manifested
Rom. 5:8
God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

4. It was the only Way how Jesus could Become obedient to, and Satisfy, a Holy God:
Phil. 2:8
As a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

C. One day the Lord is Returning with His Angels to Reign on Earth.

Mt. 25:31
When the Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, 

then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory: 
Cp. Acts 1:11b



In the meanwhile, let us join the Angels Above and proclaim the Birth, Life, Death, 

Resurrection, Ascension and Return of Jesus Christ our Lord.
I Cor. 11:26, NKJV
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, Glory to the newborn King;

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!

Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies;


With th’angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem!
 Charles Wesley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK:
R520

1. God today still sends His Angels:

· To Wait on us, the heirs of Salvation:
Heb. 1:14
Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them 
who shall be heirs of salvation?

· To Watch over us:
Mt. 18:10

Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, 
That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of My Father which is in heaven.
These are His “guardian” (?) angels sent to us to protect us and to provide for us. 

Can you ever recall those scary moments when something calamitous or even perilous just misses you by a breath, a step or just a split second? 

Is it possible that your angel stopped you in your forward pace just for a moment of time, pushed you sideways and what could have been disastrous just missed you?

Was that just a coincidence? 
Or was it the timely intervention of your angel?
REFLECT.

2. God sends His angels to minister to our needs – to protect us and to provide for us
 [See Rumination]. Hence, we need to be aware of their presence. Thus in Hebrews 13:2, 
we are exhorted to Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 

Angels are to minister to us and not for us to worship or to regard as intercessors between God and us – 

Consider the following cautionary texts:

I Tim. 2:5 –
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, 


the man Christ Jesus.

Rev. 19:10 – 
And I fell at his feet to worship him (the angel). And he said unto me, 
  
See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the 
   
testimony of Jesus: worship God.
Rev. 22:8, 9 – And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and 

seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me   these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God. 
While we are to be aware of the edifying ministry of angels to us, we are not to put them on a pedestal in equality with God to worship them, or on the same platform as the Lord Jesus to regard them as our intermediaries between God and us.

Let us also be aware that the angels are not only sent by God to protect and provide for us, they are also sent to punish us when we sin against God, as in the following cases:- 
Genesis 19:12-13 (KJV) 
(Re: Sodom and Gomorrah)
And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides?...bring them out of this place: 
For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. 

2 Samuel 24:17 (KJV) 
(Re: David numbering Israel)
When he (David) saw the angel that smote the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly…I pray thee, be against me, and against my father's house.

2 Kings 19:35 (KJV) 
(Re: the smiting of the Assyrians)
And it came to pass… that the angel of the LORD went out, and smote… the Assyrians…and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 

Does the Reflection for this week make you more aware of the ministry of angels?
  
What is your response towards this revelation?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: God sends an angel to see to your needs; 


will you be an angel to see to the needs of others?
Appendix: A Personal Testimony!

I just sent the above Rumination for posting not more than ten minutes ago. 

I am now resending this updated one. Reason?
I was interrupted in my preparation for my weekend study to check on the air-conditioner in my home veranda just now.  To do so, I took along with me an eight-step ladder to climb up to the air-conditioner which was fixed to a ledge at the top of one end of the veranda. 

I climbed up the eight-step ladder.

When I reached the third step with one foot on it and the other still on the second step, suddenly the two steps below just gave way (the steps had broken from the screws that had hinged them to the sides of the ladder) and I slid down about three feet to the ground. Fortunately I did not fall (and the ladder did not as well) but managed to cling on to one side of the ladder.  I was a bit shaken but not hurt. The calf of my left leg and the toes on my right were bruised but not bleeding! If it were to bleed, it would mean serious trouble for me because I am on blood-thinning medication having had an angioplasty done for my heart three weeks ago. (Refer to my latest edition of my newsletter, Berita Bethel.)
That I was not seriously hurt from that fall from the ladder was indeed a wonder!

Do you think that it was a coincidence?

Or did God send His angel to protect me – a divine intervention?
REFLECT.
