R518 - Rumination for January 04, 2015

by K.C. Ung 
The Theme: 
 Why? ... Why?
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The Text:  My God, my God, Why hast Thou forsaken me? Why art thou so far from helping me? Psa. 22:1
The Thots:
 

Intro. Why? Why? These are questions often at the head of Doubts, Dissatisfaction, Dismay, Disappointments, Disquiet, Disillusionment, etc. (See #A.2 below). When Directed to God with regard to His alleged forsaking of the person or people related to Him and whom He promised to care for, it would seem to be Disrespectful of Him Whose word is Yea and Amen and whose promises are sure and steadfast. Consider then…

A. The Question Asked.
1. By Gideon, the Person raised to Judge Israel.

Jud. 6:13
Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all His miracles 
which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt? 
but now the LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.
a. The Condition of Israel then:


6:1, 4, 5

i. Israel Imprisoned as Slaves to the Medianites - The LORD delivered them into…Midian Seven years. 
ii. Israel Impoverished, because the Midianites…left no Sustenance…neither Sheep, nor ox, nor ass… they came as grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were without number: 
and they entered into the land to destroy it. 
b. The Causes of Israel’s Condition:

6:1b
i. Israel Did evil in the sight of the LORD…the LORD Delivered them into…Midian seven years. 
ii. Israel Disobeyed God: ye have not obeyed My voice. 

6:10b
c. It Came to pass…the Children of Israel Cried unto the LORD because of the Midianite.
6:7
d. Then Gideon also Cried out:


6:13

Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all His miracles…?
but now the LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.
e. The Call of Gideon – an assurance that the Lord still Cared for Israel.

6:14-16
And the LORD looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel 
from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? And the LORD said unto him, 
Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.

f. And Gideon’s Company of 300 men did triumph over the Midianites!

7:22-25
2. By David, the Psalmist 

Psa. 22:1

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me…?
a. Though seemingly Describing David’s experience, there was no such Reality on Record!

The Chapter was describing a Crucifixion scene not Common in the time of David.

22:13-18
b. David had made similar Distressing cries questioning God, e.g.
i. I will say unto God my Rock, Why hast Thou forgotten me? 
Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 
Psa. 42:9
ii. Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? 

42:5, 11
iii. For Thou art the God of my strength: why dost thou cast me off? 
why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 

43:2
iv. Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? 

43:5
But this one (My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?) was unique…
c. It Anticipated the Anointed Son of David, Jesus, Who would Ask the question of God.   
See below.
B. The Question Actually Asked.

1. It was Appropriated by Christ on the Cross.
Mt. 27:46; Mk. 15:34
2. It Actually Contrasted Gideon’s Cry.

	
	Gideon’s Cry (See #A.1 above)

Why…the Lord hath forsaken us.
	Jesus’ Cry

My God, My God…why hast Thou forsaken Me?
	Mt. 27:46; Mk. 15:34

	a.
	Israel had Done evil in God’s sight.
	Jesus Did no sin.
	I Pet. 2:22

	b.
	Israel was Disobedient.
	He was obedient unto…the Death of the Cross.
	Phil. 2:8

	c.
	God Did not forsake Israel.
	God Deserted His Son because of Sin on Him.
	Mt. 27:46

	d.
	God Delivered Israel by Gideon.
	God Delivered His Son to Sinful men.
	Acts 2:23


3. The Cry Answered when God raised His Son from the dead: He was perfectly Satisfied with His Sacrifice.
Whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it… Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, Whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.
Acts 2:24, 36, KJV
4. Now that we know WHY let us Remember Who He is and What He did for us as we Break the Bread at this first Lord’s Supper of the Year.

Why did my Savior come to earth And to the humble go?

Why did He choose a lowly birth? Because He loved me so!

Why did He drink the bitter cup Of sorrow, pain and woe?


Why on the cross be lifted up? Because He loved me so! 
John G. Dailey
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 518
1.
This Reflection has Malaysia in mind as it stepped out of 2014 into a new year a few days ago. 


Can it forget the passing year with the unheard of tragedies occurring one after another? 

The Mysterious Disappearance of MH370, the Military Downed MH17, the Mid-air Disastrous QZ8501 airliner that crashed into the sea last week, bringing the total number of lives missing or lost up to 699 with the three lost planes. 
With the above, the tragedy was Doubled for the country. With nearly one quarter of a million of the country’s population in six states experiencing an unheard of Deluge (not counting the landslides) that Destroyed homes, properties, life-stock and even human lives. These natural phenomenal tragedies stood out amidst the many political, racial, religious and economic problems that Descended on the nation at almost the same time to add to the woes of the people. 
The whole nation was affected in one way or another.
The question commonly asked was WHY?
 Some suggested the answer to be in Divine wrath cast down on the people for religious disobedience; others attributed the answer to the people’s uncaring attitude in despoiling their natural environment. Still others believed atheistically to be just pure coincidental natural phenomenon.
Whatever may be the reason this New Year and subsequent ones can never be the same for many people and families who have lost their loved ones and dependents in these disasters. The grim tragedy of it all is not only the tragedy itself but the trauma it brings to the person’s remembrance every time the world celebrates Christmas or New Year. Can such seemly happy events be the same again for those involved?

Only if they put Christ back into CHRISTmas and exercise renewed faith in Him in the New Year. Two words in Scripture stand out in focus when faced with such circumstances. 

They are: Forget and reach Forward to press onward. Paul writes in Phil. 3:13, 14 – 


Brethren...one thing I do, Forgetting those things which are behind and 


Reaching Forward to those things which are ahead,

I Press toward the goal for the Prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

First we need to Forget – 

No, we cannot forget our loved ones whose lives ended so suddenly and shockingly;


 we need to remember how they lived their lives and treasure the good they did 


 and avoid their shortcomings to be the best we could be in the time allowed us. (Cf. Heb. 11)

  
No, we cannot forget the events that led to such tragedies; 


 we must make sure that they do not repeat themselves in the future, and our next
 

generation does not suffer the same lot. We must learn our lessons for their sake.

No, we cannot forget; we need also to remember our God as Moses reminded Israel of His punishment of them in their unbelief that led to their wandering in the wilderness before they entered the promised land:



And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. Deut. 8:2, NKJV.
Then let us Press (Reach) Forward to the Prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

But we still need to Forget and to Focus on the Author and Finisher of our Faith – our Prize.
As the writer to the Hebrews writes: 
Heb. 12:1, 2

Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
- Forget

Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
- Reach Forward

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. 
- the Prize.
In whatever circumstances you may be, are you ready to make the above resolve 


as you enter the new year?

REFLECT.
2. 
As the nation Weeps because of the Woes that have befallen it in recent months and days, the question Why keeps popping up. 

This is a perennial question when related to life and death that not even the greatest scientific mind can answer though in history many had tried and failed. 


When reason ends, it is best to allow Faith to take over. When this is refused, there is no end to the so-called reasons that can be proffered to answer Why. For the Christian the best option when in doubt is possibly the words of the chorus by John H. Sammis:
Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, But our toil He doth richly repay;

Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross, But is blessed if we trust and obey.

Are you ready to trust and obey the Lord in the unknown paths ahead as you enter 2015?
REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: 
Ours is not to Fathom Why, but in Faith to Trust and Obey that the One



Who knows the end from the beginning can do no Wrong.
