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The Theme: 
Unto Us and Unto You
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The Text:  For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given:


Isa. 9:6


For unto you is born this day…a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.


Lk. 2:11
The Thots: 

A. Unto Us – Unto Israel.

Isa. 9:6
1. Unto Us a son is given.


Isa. 9:6b; 7:14
· God’s Invitation to Ahaz: Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God…


 7:11

· Ahaz’s Immodesty (?): I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD.


 7:12

· Isaiah’s Insistence:  Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also?


Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign.


 7:13, 14
a. Historically, the Virgin’s Son would be God’s Material Sign to Ahaz:



 7:11-13

The Lord …shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son.

i. A virgin (then but later married) to Conceive and bear a son, 
whose name would be “Immanuel” = God with us.
ii. He would be raised at a time of Calamity to eat butter and honey – 

7:15 cf. 7:21-25


In the coming Assyrian Aggression, there would be an abundance of butter and honey to eat because …

· A cow and two sheep Alive (with animals dying and without their young to nourish) would be sufficient to produce an Abundance of milk to feed All left behind;


7:21, 22

· The soldier-flies from Egypt and the soldier-bees from Assyria would Attack the land; 
7:18, 19

· The Fields and the hills would be Famished – instead of vines, briers and thorns; 

7:23, 24

· The valleys would be devastated, and cultivated lands trampled by wild Cattle and sheep.
7:25

iii. However, while the Child was still young, the attack against Ahaz would be broken

7:16


Historically fulfilled in 732B.C. when Tiglath-Pileser III destroyed Damascus – 

All because God would still be among His people in spite of their rebellion:


Emanuel, God with us! – The Sign of the Son given to Ahaz!

b. Prophetically, the Sign was fulfilled in Mary’s Son.


Mt. 1:22, 23

i. Mary was the Immaculate virgin.

Matt. 1:18-20

ii. Jesus was born to go through a time of Inexorable calamity. 

Lk. 2:34, NIV


This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign. 
iii. However, Jesus was Immanuel, God with us. He would be His people’s Saviour. 
Mt. 1:21

c. Eschatologically, the final fulfilment will be in the Millennial Kingdom.


Isa. 9:6, 7, NIV


The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 

i. The government will be on His shoulders…the increase of His government and peace there will be no end
ii. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing 


and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. 

iii. He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
2. Unto Us a Child is born.


Isa. 9:6a

a. Before His Fulfilled time, He would be a Child Appointed but without Authority as yet.
Gal. 4:1


That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all;


But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father
b. But in the Fulness of time, the promised Child would be the Son born of a woman. 
Gal. 4:4


But when the fulness of the time was come… 
i. God sent forth his Son, made of a woman – He would be God’s Regal Son.

ii. To redeem them that were under the law– He would be the Redeemer from Sin

iii. That we might receive the adoption of sons – For us to Receive the full Rights of Sons. Gal. 4:4, NIV

B. Unto You – Unto All Jews and Gentiles

Lk. 2:10, 11

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
2:11
1. The Proclamation: 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

2. The Confirmation: 
And this shall be a sign unto you; 


Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

3. The Jubilation: 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,


 and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
Con:  As we Remember Him this Special Lord’s Day, let us Rejoice that He was born for our Redemption.

Silent night, holy night Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;

 Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
Josef Mohr
Reflections for the Week
R516 (R96)
1.
Christmas is that time of the year when the commercial world exploits it to its hilt. 
There is nothing they would not use, if it is for their material profit and to their advantage. For others, it is a time of merry-making and taking the family out for a great holiday.

How would you bring back the true meaning of Christmas as you celebrate it with your family members this week? What would you do and say to your children to ensure that they know the true meaning and significance of the biblical Christmas?
REFLECT
2.
Some Christians associate Christmas with a pagan origin and would have nothing to do with it – not even holding a Christmas service in church! 

How would you look at Christmas from the biblical and Christian point of view? 



Should Christians make use of this golden opportunity to direct the thoughts of the people of the world back to the true reason for the season and seize the occasion to preach the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ Who came into the world over two thousand years ago…

· to be born in a Manger that He might grow up to be Man 

to live a righteous life to be the only Man to fulfill God’s Law perfectly.
(As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: Rom. 3:10)

· to Suffer and to Shed His precious blood to Redeem Sinners from their Sin for without shedding of blood is no Remission. Heb. 9:22

· to die on the cross for even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 

and to give His life a ransom for many, Mk. 10:45, NKJV.
· to be buried and to rise again from the dead on the third day that He might be the Resurrection and the Life. He said: I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live, Jn. 11:25;

· to ascend into heaven, back from where He came, that he might prepare a home for us and to return to take us back to be with Him where He is. 
In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. Jn. 14:2, 3
This is the wonderful message of Christmas.

May you all be able to reflect it in your conversation and conduct with whoever you contact during this Christmas season, and like Paul, that you might by all means save some:

 For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law; 
to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, 

but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; 
to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. 

I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 

I Cor. 9:19-22, NKJV. 
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 
A Christmas without Christ is just a meaningless Celebration of Commercial Xmas!
My wife and I take this opportunity and occasion to wish all of you

A Really Meaningful and Joyful Christmas.

