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The Text:  
Jesus was risen early the first day of the week.
Mk. 16:9

The Thots: 

Intro. : 
Today (Sunday) is the first day of the week.

A. The First Day of the Week.



1. In Relation to Christ and the Church in Anticipation.
a. It was the day when the Feast of Firstfruits was celebrated.
Lev. 23: 10, 11
This was to be a type of the Resurrection of Christ, the Firstfruits.
Cf. I Cor. 15:20

i. It was one feast that the Israelites Could Celebrate only when ye be Come into the land
· Christ is now risen: there is now Prospect of entering the Promised Land in heaven.

· He is the Firstfruits of them that slept: holding promise for those who have died in Him to Follow.  
ii. It was celebrated after they First brought the Firstfruits, [then only were they] to reap the harvest… 
· Typifying that now is Christ risen From the dead, and become the Firstfruits of them that slept.
iii. In a paradigm Shift, it was to be observed, not on the Sabbath, but on the morrow after the sabbath.
· Jesus rose again…in the end of the sabbath…the first day of the week. 
Mt. 28:1

b. It was the day when the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) was celebrated. 
Dt. 16:16; Lev. 23:15-17


This was to be a type of the Commencement of the Church - we should be a kind of firstfruits. Jas. 1:18


The Church was born at Pentecost after Jesus had ascended and the Spirit descended. 
    Acts 1:11; 2:1, 4
i. On the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days, i.e. Pentecost.

Cf. Acts 2:1
ii. Two wave loaves… with leaven were offered cf. two Parties (Jews and Gentiles) made one.  I Cor. 12:13
iii. They are the firstfruits unto the LORD cf. …we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. Jas. 1:18
iv. Ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD cf. to make in Himself of twain one new man. Eph. 2:15
c. It was First mentioned as such in the OT “Fore-typing” the end of the sabbath.
Lev. 23:11, 15; see #2

i. It was Designated as the morrow after the sabbath.
KJV

ii. It was Dated at the day after the sabbath.

NIV

Indeed, it was looking Forward to the time when Sabbath-keeping would Finish.
See #2 below
2. It was a new Reckoning based on Christ’s Completed work on the Cross in Anticipation.
a. It was when the sabbath was past.

Mk. 16:1

b. It was the end of the sabbath (lit. sabbaths)

Mt. 28:1a

i. The Shadow of the Sabbaths had come to an end.
Cf. Col. 2:16, 17

ii. The Substance of the first day of the week was Starting – 


As it began to dawn toward the first day of the week
Mt. 28:1b
c. It was the day when the handwriting of ordinances (including the sabbath)


Was blotted out, taken out of the way, and nailed to His cross.
Col. 2:14

3. The Resurrection of Christ made it possible for the Commencement of the Church.
 

a. It was the day when Jesus Rose early the first day of the week.
Mk. 16:9

b. If Christ be not Risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 
I Cor. 15:14

c. And if Christ be not Raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.
I Cor. 15:17
B. The Finished Work of Christ.

Cf. Jn. 19:30
When Jesus…said, It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. 


Because Jesus accomplished His mission of Redemption to God’s perfect satisfaction,


God Raised Him from the dead on the first day of the week…
1. To Fulfil the words of the Psalmist:

Psa. 16:10; Acts 2:27


For Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell; neither wilt Thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

2. To Fulfil the words of Jesus’ own Prediction:

a. He is not here: for He is Risen, as He said.

Matt. 28:6

b. He is not here, but is Risen: Remember how He spake unto you when He was yet in Galilee,


Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, 

and the third day Rise again. And they remembered his words.
Lk. 24:6-8

C. Faith’s Worship of Christ.

On this First Day of the Week, let us Remember His Words and in faith and Spirit Worship Him:
1. He is not here - He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.
Mt. 28:6

2. But He is here! -
For where two or three are gathered together in My name, 

there am I in the midst of them.
Matt. 18:20

3. Yes, He is in our midst to be the Centre of our Worship this Glorious First Day of the Week.

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain… (and) the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, …

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy...for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
Rev. 5:6-10
Christ the Lord is risen today, – Hallelujah; Sons of men and angels say! – Hallelujah

Raise your joys and triumphs high! – Hallelujah; Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply! – Hallelujah.
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1. “Firstfruits” implies the first instalment of a harvest to follow.
Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. (I Cor. 15:29). 
Jesus was the first to be resurrected from the dead and never more to die.

True, there were others who were raised from the dead, e.g. Lazarus (Jn. 11:43, 44) and the son of the widow of Nain (Lk. 7:14, 15) but presumably they died again. 

There were also those who were raised when Jesus died – 

And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose…
But they only came out of the graves after His resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. (Mt. 27:52, 53)

Jesus was still the First to have risen from the dead and never to die again!

Jesus was the Firstfruits of them that slept. (I Cor. 15:29b)
Them that slept would be those who sleep in Jesus, i.e. believers who are dead.
Cf. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. (I Thes. 4:15-17)

​
Jesus is the Firstfruits of the Resurrection, others will follow as the harvest of souls. They are the dead believers as well as those saints who are still living when He comes. The dead in Christ will first rise to meet Him in the air and those who are living will follow immediately after. All this will take place in a moment - In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. (I Cor. 15:51)

Thus, the Church of believers will be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. (Jas. 1:18) joining Christ the real Firstfruits.

After this, there will be another harvest of souls when unbelievers will be raised from the dead to face their judgment and condemnation at the Great White Throne. Rev. 20:11-14

And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
There is the first resurrection of born-again believers in Christ and a second resurrection of Sinners without Christ.  The former will be with Christ in Heaven forevermore while the second will be in Hell for Eternity, known as the second death. Those who are born twice will die once; those born once will die twice. Are you born again?

REFLECT.
2. Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

Pro. 3:9, 10

Have you ever Honoured your Lord with the Firstfruits of your increase?

Think of the first pay you received when you were employed. Did you give that first pay cheque completely to the Lord?
Think of that first increment you received when you were promoted? Did you celebrate it with your friends or devote it completely to the Lord in acknowledgement of His blessings and others still to come?

Hannah committed her first child, Samual, to the Lord. She said: For this child I prayed; and the LORD has granted me the petition that I made to Him. Therefore I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he lives, he is given to the LORD." She left him there for the LORD. 
(I Sam. 1:27, 28)  

Have you ever given any firstfruits of your substance (blessings) to the Lord? 
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: Honour the Lord with your Firstfruits, and He will Honour you with Fruit,

More Fruit and Much Fruit. (Jn. 15:2-16)
