R517  - Rumination for December 28, 2014
by K.C. Ung 
The Theme: 
 Year’s End Statement of Gain and Loss
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 
Phil. 3:7
The Thots: 
Intro.: 
It is normal for businesses to take stock of their accounts at the end of the year. Here are some statements


we need to take stock of for ourselves as we remember the Lord on this last Sunday of the year.

A. The End-of-Year Statement of Accounts


	1. 
	Paul’s gain that is Reckoned LOSS
	Ref.
	The Real GAIN that comes with Loss.
	Ref.

	a. 
i.
ii.
	His Past Religious Practices:

Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness…in the law, blameless.
· Rely not on Religious Rituals to get Right with God.

There is none Righteous, not, not one.

Our Righteous works are filthy before God.
	Phil. 2:5, 6
Rom. 3:10

Isa. 64:6
	His Present Relationship with the Person of Christ: 
· Winning Christ by losing all that is not Worthy.
· Being Found in Christ by Living a Life of Faith with Fruits to show.
· Knowing Christ by dying to this World and raised to Walk in newness of life.

· Attaining that for which Christ Apprehended him to be for Him.
 
	Phil. 
3:7-12
3:8

3:9
3:10, 11

3:12

	b.
	A Persecutor of the Church – he thought he was doing a Service for God…
Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: 
· …but he was Sincerely wrong.
	I Tim 1:13a
	A Preacher of the Church – what Christ Called him to be later… Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 
· One Soul’s Sacrifice, many Saved!

	II Tim. 1:11
I Cor. 9:19-22

	2.

a. 
	The Rich Man’s Gain:
This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods….Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry
	Lk. 12:16-19
	The Rich Man’s Loss
But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?...


	Lk. 12:20

	
	· What the rich man Gained he could not take with him where he was Going – 
Ultimately he was poorer than the poorest on earth because he took with him nothing!

· So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.


	12:21

	3. 
	If any man build upon this Foundation…
The Christian’s Gain that is Loss:
If his works be: wood, hay, stubble…
They are mere works of Quantity for Public Show and Self-Profit, etc. 
If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved;  yet so as by fire.
	I Cor. 3:12a
3:12c

3:15
	It shall be revealed/tested by Fire…

The Christian’s Loss that is Gain:
If his works be gold, silver, precious stones…
​They are Works of Quality, Performed unto Christ for the Profit of His People.

If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.
	I Cor. 2:13
3:12b

3:14

	
	· See Reflections for the Week #1.
	


B. The End-of-Year Assessment – The Question to ask:

Has the passing Year…

1. Gone up as Mist? 
Jas. 4:14, NRSV
a. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.
b. When all our days are passed away in Thy wrath (and) we spend our years as a tale that is told. Psa.90:9
2. Gone Missing?
See Explanation in Reflections for the Week #1.
a. Israel’s Years in History or Israel’s Calendar years. 
573 years
Acts 13:18-22
b. Israel’s Years in God’s Chronology – years that Counted!
480 years
I Kgs. 6:1
c. Israel’s Years in Slavery – years spent in Captivity (Judges)
  93 years – these were missing years 


   not counted in God’s sight.
C. The Beginning-of-the-New-Year Ambition.
Phil. 3:13, 14
1. Forget the Past – This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind.
You cannot undo the past, but you can learn from the past.

Do not repeat past mistakes: confess and God will forgive.
I Jn. 1:9
2. Press Forward towards the Future – and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
There is a Fight to be Fought; a Race to be Run and a Course to be Completed.
II Tim. 4:7; Heb. 12:1
3. For the Present, Continue to Remember the Person, the Author and Finisher of our Faith,
Walk in the Spirit, Revere Him in His Supper, and look Forward to His Soon Coming. Gal. 5:25; I Cor. 11:26
When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died,

 My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride.
Isaac Watts
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R517
1. There seems to be a discrepancy in the historical account in I Kgs. 6:1…
[See #B.2 above]
And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel 
were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, 
in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD.

From Exodus to the  4th year of King Solomon (*5, see below) was given as 480 years)
…with its parallel account in Acts 13:18-22 – 
And about the time of (1) forty years suffered He their manners in the wilderness. 
And when He had destroyed seven nations in the land of Chanaan, He divided their land to them by lot. And after that He gave unto them judges about the space of (2) four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet. 21 And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of (3) forty years. And when He had removed him, He raised up unto them (4) David to be their king; to whom also He gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after Mine own heart, which shall fulfil all My will.
From Exodus to the 4th year of King Solomon was given as 573 years, as follows:

The Years from Exodus to 4th Year of Solomon's Reign Reckoned. 
Acts 13:18-22

(1)   
In the wilderness.
-    40 years.

13:18

(2)
Under the judges.
-
450 years

13:20

(3)
Under King Saul.
-      40 years.

13:21

(4)
Under King David.
-
   40 years.

13:22  
   cf. I Kgs. 2:11

(*5)
Up to King Solomon's 4th year. 
-  
     3 years.
 
I Kgs. 6:1


Total
 573 years.

The Discrepancy is a Difference of (573-480 =) 93 years. Where have the 93 years gone?

The Book of Judges records the history of the nation of Israel and specifies the periods when they Did their own thing to Displease God so that He Delivered them to their enemies as follows:


Under Mesopotamia. 
  8 years
Jud. 3:8


Under Moab.
18 years
Jud. 3:14


Under Canaan.
20 years
Jud. 4:2, 3


Under Midian.
   7 years
Jud. 6:1


Under Philistines.
40 years.
Jud. 13:1

   The Years under Captivity.
93 years
These 93 years under Captivity were Lost Years for Israel and not Counted in the Sight of God.

[For further study on the above visit: http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages-notes/IGGC_2014-Pt.1-The-Years-Eaten-by-the-Locusts-in-the-Day-of-the-Lord.doc]
Lesson to Learn for all Christians:
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last – C.T. Studd

[See http://hockleys.org/2009/05/quote-only-one-life-twill-soon-be-past-poem/]
What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 

or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (Mt. 16:26)
If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; 
yet so as by fire. (I Cor. 3:15)
Will you be a Saved soul from hell fire just to be a Survivor through the refinery fire 

without rewards to show?
REFLECT.
2. How have you spent the passing year? How do you intend to spend the coming year?
Will there be a difference? If it was bad last year will it be good next year? If there was much fruit last year, will it be more fruit next year? How will you spend eternity and how will you meet your Lord? Will it be empty-handed or hands full of gains to be emptied before Him to receive His reward: Well done, thou good and faithful servant? (Mt. 25:21)
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: 

 What does your life’s balance sheet for the passing year show – Loss or Gain? 

Phil. 3:7, 8; Mt. 16:26
My wife and I take this opportunity and occasion to wish you…
A Blessed, Bountiful and Fruitful New Year.
