R515 - Rumination for December 14, 2014
by K.C. Ung 
The Theme: 
Prepare the Way of the Lord
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the LORD; 

Isa. 40:3
The Thots: 
Intro. 
For this month of December preparations are in hand to Focus our thoughts on the First

Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us look therefore at how God prepared for His Son’s Coming.

A. The Preparation of His Prophet, John Baptist – to Prepare the Way of the Lord. 
Isa. 40:3
1. John’s Birth was almost Similar to that of God’s Son, Jesus.
a. It was Miraculously announced by the Appearance of an Angel –
Lk. 1:13a cf. Mt. 1:20
 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; 

and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, 
b. His Moniker was especially given – and thou shalt call his name John.
Lk. 1:13b cf. Mt. 1:21a
c. His Mission was stated: to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.
Lk. 1:17 cf. Mt. 1:21b
d. His Message was Repent ye for the Kingdom of God is at hand.
Mt. 3:2 cf. 4:17
e. The Messiah was coming and John was to prepare the way for the Anointed King.
Mt. 3:1-3
2. His Background was related to the Baby Jesus:
a. Elisabeth, his Mother, was a relative of Mary, the mother of Jesus.
Lk. 1:36

b. Little was known of John’s childhood as with Jesus.
Lk. 1:80 cf. 2:52

B. The Preparation of the People for the Birth of Jesus:

1. The Messengers who were Called upon to do so.
a. Isaiah Prophesied Concerning His Conception:


i. The Nature of His birth and His Name:
Isa. 7:14

Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His Name Immanuel.

ii. The Character of the Child.
Isa. 9:6

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given…and His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

b. Micah prophesied Concerning the City of His Birth.
Mic. 5:2
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah…out of thee shall He come forth unto Me 

that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.
2. Mary: She was a Virgin and yet she was with Child. She must Fear not.
Lk. 1:30, 31-33
And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. 
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call His name JESUS.
3. The Just Man, Joseph: his wife was with Child but not of him. He must Feat not.
Mt. 1:19-21
Joseph…a just man…the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 
4. The Sheep-Minding Shepherds saw the Angel and were Afraid. They must Fear not. Lk. 2:8-14
They were abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
C. The Proclamation of the Birth of Jesus:

1. By The Multitude of Heavenly Hosts: 
Lk. 2:13-14

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
2. By the Magi (the wise men from the east). They asked…
Mt. 2:1-2
Where is He that is born King of the Jews? ...we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.
They came Prepared to Present unto Him gifts:
Mt. 2:11

When…they saw the young child with Mary His mother, (they) fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
This Day are you come Prepared with your Presents to remember the Lord and to Worship Him?
Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn king.
Shepherds, in the field abiding, Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing; Yonder shines the infant light:

Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar;

Seek the great Desire of nations; Ye have seen His natal star.
James Montgomery

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 515

1. Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel: and because I will do this unto thee, 
prepare to meet thy God, O Israel. 
Amos 4:12

Israel had turned against God and abused all His instructions. 

The LORD warned of coming judgment if they did not repent.
 4:1-5, NKJV 
Their Sinful State:

Hear this word, you.., Who oppress the poor, Who crush the needy, 

Who say to your husbands, "Bring wine, let us drink!" 
God’s Sworn Judgment:

The Lord GOD has sworn by His holiness: "Behold, the days shall come upon you 
When He will take you away with fishhooks, And your posterity with fishhooks. 
You will go out through broken walls, Each one straight ahead of her, 
And you will be cast into Harmon," says the LORD. 
The Lord’s Sarcasm:
"Come to Bethel and transgress, At Gilgal multiply transgression; Bring your sacrifices every morning, Your tithes every three days. Offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven, 
Proclaim and announce the freewill offerings; For this you love, You children of Israel!" 

says the Lord GOD. 

Israel’s Stubborn Trait:
Yet ye have not returned unto Me – 
This, God’s complaint occurs 5 times in Amos 4.
4:6, 8, 9, 10, 11 
God had tried various ways to punish them to bring them back to Him, 
Yet ye have not returned unto Me. 
There left no option for God except to punish them. 

"Therefore thus will I do to you, O Israel; Because I will do this to you, 
Prepare to meet your God, O Israel!" 
4:12, NKJV

Indeed Israel was a stubborn people and they deserved God’s judgment on them. 
Therefore, they must prepare to meet the judgment of the Omnipotent and Omniscient God:
For behold, He who forms mountains, And creates the wind, Who declares to man what his thought is, And makes the morning darkness, Who treads the high places of the earth—

The LORD God of hosts is His name. 
4:13, NKJV
Are you prepared to meet your God - as it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment  (Heb. 9:27)?
REFLECT.

2. Consider the following in their preparations to meet God:

a. The rich fool was not prepared to meet his God.
Lk. 12:18-23
i. He thought he was. He said to himself: 

12:18-19
This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow 
all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods 
laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

ii. But He was not. And God said to him:

12:20
Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?

iii. He was prepared to live for this life but not for the life to come.
Lk. 12:21-23
So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 
…Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; 
neither for the body, what ye shall put on. The life is more than meat, 

and the body is more than raiment. 

b. Paul was prepared to meet his God.
II Tim. 4:6-8

i. For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.

ii. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 

iii.  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 

iv. and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing.
Are you prepared to meet your God? Jesus came to help you do so. 
Are you committed to Him? Do so, this Christmas and be prepared to meet your God.

Points To Ponder: 
Many are Preparing to Celebrate Christmas this season, 



but few are prepared to Commit to the Christ of CHRISTmas.
