R514 - Rumination for December 07, 2014

by K.C. Ung 
The Theme: 
The Songs in Scripture
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Sing unto the LORD a new song, and His praise in the congregation of saints. 
Psa. 149:1
The Thots:  
A. The Song of Moses.
Exo. 15:1

Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD…saying, I will sing 
unto the LORD, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea.

1. This was the first Song recorded in Scripture.

2. Moses and Israel could Sing because they had just been delivered from Slavery in Egypt.
Psa.
a. It was the Song of Redemption. Thou…hast led forth the people which Thou hast redeemed: 15:13


b. It celebrated the Sinking of Pharaoh’s Soldiers in the Red Sea,

15:4-10, 19
c. It exalted the Sovereignty of God, the power of His Right hand and His Reign over all.
15:1, 3-18

3. Contrast a Subsequent time when Israel could not Sing as they were Slaves in Babylon.
Psa. 137:1-6
a. There they were then Captives – For there they that carried us away captive.

137:3a
b. There they Cried and Could not sing – By the rivers of Babylon…

137:1a
There we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion…

137:1b
For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; 

137:3a
and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 
137:3b
c. In that Strange land they would be Sad and Silent: they could not Sing the Lord’s Song! 
137:4
How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a strange land? 
See #B below

B. The Song of the Lord (or The Lord’s Song)
Psa. 137:4-6
1. The Song of the Lord could only be Willingly and heartily Sung by…

137:4
How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a strange [foreign, NKJV] land?
a. The Free who would not Forget their Homeland.

137:5, 6
O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning [skill, NKJV]. If I do not remember thee, 
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. 
b. The Free who would not Forget to bring their “Heart” in burnt offerings to the Lord.
II Chr. 29:31
The congregation brought in…as many as were of a free heart burnt offerings.

2. The Song of the Lord would be Sung by those who were Free to Worship.
II Chr. 29:27

And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt offering upon the altar. 
And when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD began also with the trumpets…

a. Basically it began with King Hezekiah doing that which was Right in the sight of the Lord. 29:2
b. During his Reign, He Repaired the house of the Lord and brought Revival to the nation.
29:3-19

c. Then he Restored temple worship in Jerusalem and Raised the Song of the Lord.

29:20-27-30

d. And all the people freely brought their burnt offerings to Rejoice before the Lord.

29:31-36
C. The New Song.
1. David’s New Song…To the Chief Musician, A Psalm of David.
Psa. 40, Superscription

a. And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: 
Psa. 40:3
b. O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth. 
Psa. 96:1
c. Sing unto the LORD a new song; for He hath done marvellous things: 
His right hand, and His holy arm, hath gotten Him the victory.  
Psa. 98:1
d. I will sing a new song unto Thee, O God:
upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto Thee. 
Psa. 144:9
e. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and His praise in the congregation of saints. 
Psa. 149:1
2. Isaiah’s New Song
Isa. 42:10

Sing unto the LORD a new song, and His praise from the end of the earth. 
3. The Saints’ New Song:
Rev. 5:9
They sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation.
4. The Redeemed 144,00’s New Song:
Rev. 14:3
They sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.
D. The Song of the Lamb – they sing the song of Moses…and the song of the Lamb…
Rev. 15:3
1. The Song of Moses – the Song of Redemption.
See #A above.
2. The Song of the Lamb – the Song of Remembrance and Reverence.

a. It is in Remembrance of the Lamb that was brought to the Slaughter.
Isa. 53:7a
b. It is in Reverence of the Lamb that was Slain – Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.
Rev. 5:11-12-14
Come, let us sing the song of songs— The angels first began the strain—

The homage which to Christ belongs; Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain!

Long as we live, and when we die, And while in Heaven with Him we reign,

This song our song of songs shall be: Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain!

James Montgomery
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 514

1. Singing is the inward and outward expression of a Spirit-filled and Christ-Centred life 
resulting in the Christian’s Consecrated Conduct in talk (singing) and walk (behaviour) 
based on the Word of God as…  [Note: Eph. 5:18 and Col. 3:16 are two parallel texts.]
Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 
Eph. 5:18

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…
Col. 3:16a

Such Spirit-filled Scriptural Singing must be free of all behaviour
that depicts and displays drunken debauchery!
Singing in the Congregation (Church) is an act of speaking to [with, among] yourselves, even to the extent of teaching and admonishing one another, in and with the meaningful words that are sung, to encourage, exhort and edify. It involves active congregational participation and not just being entertained as part of a passive audience. Thus:
Speaking to yourselves… and making melody in your heart to the Lord.
Eph. 5:19a, c
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…teaching and admonishing one another…
Col. 3:16a
Singing can take the form of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs… 
Eph. 5:19a; 



Col. 3:16b


Psalms – 
perhaps, spiritual songs based on the Word of God in Direct quotation 


Cf. Psalms 23, 103
Cf. #C.1
Hymns – 
perhaps spiritual songs based on the Doctrines propounded from the Word of God and from real-life experiences and encounters with God.


Cf. How Great Thou Art; Amazing Grace; Rock of Ages, etc.
Cf. R. 513
Spiritual Songs – perhaps should include all others that fulfil the conditions laid down in 


Eph. 5:18 and Col. 3:17, i.e. And whatever you do, in word or deed, 

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
Singers back-up the Sprit-ual and Scriptural Songs they Sing

with Spirit-led and Christ-Centred lives!
 When you go to church, are you singing for the Lord?
REFLECT
2. There are other songs recorded in Scripture which are worth our attention and study 
if we have the time to do so. 
Consider the life-experiences of the singers that led them to sing thus.
Consider therefore:

· The Song of Deborah and Barak.
Jud. 5
· The Song of Hannah.
I Sam. 2:1-10 

· The Song of David.
II Sam. 22:1-51, Psalms. 

· The Song of Mary.
Lk. 1:46-55 

· The Song of Zacharias.
Lk. 1:68-79 

· The Song of the Angels.
Lk. 2:13, 14
· The Song of Simeon.
Luke 2:29
· The Song of the redeemed.
Rev 5:9, 10
· The Song of Solomon.
Song of Songs
Definitely Singing will be part of our occupation when in heaven.
See Rev. 4, 5
And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation…
Rev. 5:9
Are you a Practising Singing Saint on earth?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 
Singing the Blues may not Drive the Blues away;


But Singing in the Spirit will Definitely Lift one’s spirit.

