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The Theme:  
The Least and the Great
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
He that is least among you all, the same shall be great. 
Lk. 9:48
The Thots: 
A. Paul, the Least…
Least – is mikro = including the comparative mikroteros, apparently a primary word; 
small (in size, quantity, number or (figurative) dignity):- least, less, little, small.
Strong
1. Paul, the Chief of Sinners.
1 Tim. 1:15 
This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 

a. His Great Status – he was…

Phil. 3:5-6, NKJV
Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee…concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.
b. His Greatest Sin – he Persecuted Christ and the Christians.
Acts 9:4 
i. And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?
ii. Concerning zeal, persecuting the church…
Phil. 3:6a
iii. Many of the saints did I shut up in prison…and when they were put to death, I gave my voice 
against them…And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; 
and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities. Acts 26:10, 11
iv. For I am the least of the apostles…because I persecuted the church of God.
I Cor. 15:9 See #2

c. His Greatest Service – he became the Preacher of the Church.
I Tim. 2:7, NKJV
I was appointed a preacher and an apostle…a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
2. Paul, the Least of the Apostles.
I Cor. 15:9a
 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, 
He was not With Jesus on earth; he did not personally Witness His Works to be a full-fledged apostle, but…
a. He Verily Saw Jesus in a Vision on the road to Damascus.
 I Cor. 9:1
Am I not an apostle? ...have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? 
b. He was given a Revelation of Jesus after His Resurrection.
I Cor. 15:8. NKJV
Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 

c. He was Appointed an Apostle – a preacher to and a teacher of the Gentiles.
II Tim. 1:11

Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.
3. Paul, the Less than the Least of All Saints.
Eph. 3:8

 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given,
 that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;
a. Though he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews and had studied under the Great Gamaliel…Acts 22:3
I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus…brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel,
and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God.
b. …He was the Chief of Sinners – he persecuted the Church!
See #1 above.
c. …He was the Least of all Saints and counted all gains Loss for Christ.
Phil. 3:7
But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ
B. Abraham, the Less - And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better. 
Heb. 7:7
1. Melchisedec, the Better.
Heb. 7:1-6
a. He had a Unique Profile - He was a King-Priest. 


For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God.
7:1 cf. 3b cf. Gen. 14:18b

Note: No Israelite could ever be King and Priest at the same time.
b. He was a Unique Person – He had no ancestry or posterity.

7:3a
Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life
c. He was a type – a Picture Pointing to Christ’s Priesthood.

7:3b
But made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.
Cf. Christ was Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.
Heb. 5:10
d. He was greater than even the Patriarch Abraham.

7:4 see #2
Consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils
2. Abraham, the Lesser -
the less is blessed of the better. 
7:7

even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.
7:4b

a. The Levites from the Loins of Abraham were Paying Tithes to Melchisedec through him.
7:9, 10
And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. 
For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.

b. Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine to Revive Abraham.
Gen. 14:18
c. Cf. Jesus, Who also brought forth bread and wine for us to Remember and Revere Him. I Cor. 11:23-25

O let me ever hear Thy voice In mercy to me speak!

And in my Priest, will I rejoice, My great Melchizedek.
John Cennick
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 511

1. He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much;
Lk. 16:10-12
and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If, therefore, ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 
And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own?" 
The third instalment of the Public Auditor General’s Report for 2013 was tabled in the Malaysian Parliament last week. It was a stunning and mind-boggling revelation of how billions of the tax-payers’ money (the unrighteous mammon) had been entrusted to corrupt (unjust) stewards and they had been unjustifiably lost because those to whom such funds were committed had not been faithful in the discharge of their responsibilities. What is significant is that the steward is not using his own money but another person’s. He has committed breach of trust and has been unfaithful to his master, in this case, the public.
Often a man seeks the material wealth he can accumulate through unjust means thinking that he can be great in this way but he fails to consider the trite words of the Lord:

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal. (Mt. 6:19, 20). The corrupt steward will find his accumulated riches corrupted one day!
Are you faithful in that which is another man’s? What about the Lord’s?
REFLECT
2. He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much;
Lk. 16:10
In service to the Lord, sometimes misled saints seek a prominent public position 
or responsibility to do things in the public eye to gain public approval. 
However the Lord’s teaching on service is so different.

He stooped down to wash His disciples’ feet when no one volunteered to do so of the feet of their guests that had walked the dusty streets. It was a task too lowly for them – it was a job for servants and they were not servants. So their Master had to do it!

They were not faithful in the lowest (least) and therefore could not be considered for the highest! The Lord Himself washing His disciples’ feet had set the example: 
For I have given you an Example, that ye should do as I have done to you. (Jn. 13:15)
When the mother of Zebedee’s children came to Jesus to seek a high position for them:

Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on Thy right hand, and the other on the left, in Thy kingdom (Mt. 20:21),  
the Lord rightly replied,  Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant. (Mt. 20:26, 27) 
The path to greatness is through servanthood, and the Lord Himself set the Example:
Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give His life a ransom for many. (Mt. 20:28)

Are you Faithful in your Faith, though little it may be?

Are you Loyal in your Love for the Lord? What is your answer when He asks,

  Lovest thou Me more than these? (Jn. 21:15) 
Are you Committed to do whatsoever He saith unto you (Jn. 2:5) 

as Jesus’ mother told the servants at the wedding at Cana?
Are you prepared to start from the Lowest rung of the Ladder, the Least in the Social Steps of Life to do Service unto the Lord in your Love for Him?
REFLECT.

Points To Ponder: 
Today Mega is the Watchword. Mikro is of minor importance. 

Yet the Lord ever emphasizes on the Micro to achieve the Mega.
