R509 - Rumination for November 2, 2014
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The Theme:  
Not Guilty yet pronounced guilty!
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
I find no fault in Him.
Jn. 19:4
The Thots: 

A. The Pronouncements of Pilate on Jesus. 
Thrice Pilate Probed Jesus. Thrice He Personally Pronounced Jesus: Not Guilty!
1. Pilate knew the Truth, but dared not act on the Truth:
Pilate saith unto Him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, 

and saith unto them, I find in Him no fault at all. 
Jn. 18:38
2. Pilate Tested Jesus a second time and confirmed the Truth:
Ye have brought this Man unto me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined Him before you, have found no fault in this Man touching those things whereof ye accuse Him.   Lk. 23:14
Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring Him forth to you, 
that ye may know that I find no fault in Him. 
Jn. 19:4
3. But when Pilate was Threatened he ran away from the Truth.
When the chief priests therefore and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, Crucify Him, crucify Him. 
Pilate saith unto them, Take ye Him, and crucify Him: for I find no fault in Him. 
Jn. 19:6
And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release Him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this Man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar…
19:12
· Yet Pilate Sentenced an Innocent Man to Suffer, be Scourged, Smitten and Crucified on the Cross!
B. The Criminals on the Cross and their Conversation regarding Christ.
Lk. 23:39-43
1. One of the malefactors which were hanged Railed on Him, saying, 
If thou be Christ, save Thyself and us. 

23:39, 40
2. But the Other answering Rebuked him, saying, 
Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 
And we indeed justly; for we Receive the due reward of our deeds: but this Man hath done nothing amiss.
3. This man Obviously Realised that the Man on the Cross was special and he made a Request: 23:42, 43

And he said unto Jesus, Lord, Remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. 
4. And he was not Only Right but was also Rewarded by the Lord:

23:43

And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.
· Even the Guilty knew Jesus was Guiltless and could bear his Guilt for him!
C. The Conclusion of the Centurion.
Matt. 27:50-54
1. What the Centurion Considered when He saw Christ on the Cross.

27:54
Now when the centurion…watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done…
a. He saw and heard what Jesus Cried out and how He died on the Cross  – 
Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voice... 
27:50

i. …said, It is finished.
Jn. 19:
30
ii. …said, Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit…having said thus, He gave up the ghost. Lk. 23:46 
b. He Watched God Working in miraculous Ways when Jesus died on the Cross:-
Mt. 27:52-54
Now when the centurion…watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done…  
i. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; 

​27:51
Signifying that the way into God’s Presence was now opened.

ii. And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,

27:52
Signifying that the Graves could now be opened one day and the dead could now be raised.
iii. And came out of the graves after His resurrection…
27:53a
Signifying that Jesus was the Firstfruits of the Resurrection and others would Follow. I Cor. 15:20, 23 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 
2. What the Centurion Concluded Concerning the Christ on the Cross -.... Truly this was the Son of God.

· These things could only happen and God could act in the way He did when the Victim was Sinless, thus,…
D. The Divine Declarations:
1. The Requirements for God’s Justified Redemption of a Soul – 
A Spotless and Sinless Substitute for the Sinner.
I Pet. 1:18-19
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.


2. The Reasons why God allowed and approved Jesus to Suffer thus:
a. (He) knew no sin, hence, God hath made Him to be sin for us,
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 
II Cor. 5:21
b. In Him is no sin, hence, He was manifested to take away our sins.
I Jn. 3:5
c. And He did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth: 
I Pet. 2:22
O Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head! Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou stoodest in the sinner’s stead, Didst bear all ill for me.


A Victim led, Thy blood was shed; Now there’s no load for me.
Anne R. Cousin
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R509
1. Following is an extract taken from The New York Post published on September 22, 2014. 
Jailed for more than two decades for a crime he did not commit, William Lopez’s brief taste of freedom came to a sudden, tragic end Saturday when he died just days before his $124 million lawsuit for false imprisonment was set to start.

The 55-year-old Bronx man had finally been freed in January 2013, after 23 years behind bars for murder, but a massive asthma attack ended Lopez’s short post-prison life at about 1 a.m. Saturday, his friend told The Post.

Supporters said his unexpected demise denied him the justice he deserved.

“He was always looking forward to being compensated,” said his friend and advocate, Jeffrey Deskovic, whose foundation worked to free Lopez from prison.

 “His life was really robbed from him.”

http://nypost.com/2014/09/22/exonerated-man-who-served-23-years-in-prison-suddenly-dies/
Lord Hewart said: “Not only must Justice be done; it must also be seen to be done.”  
Innocent William Lopez suffered 23 years behind bars for a murder he did not commit. Justice was only done and seen to be done 23 years later but it was too late for him to enjoy the freedom of justice for the 23 years of injustice done to him as he died soon after.

Jesus was proved innocent from the beginning of his court case. Pilate, the judge was even convinced and convicted that Jesus was innocent yet he sentenced Him to the cruel death of crucifixion. Injustice was done and was seen to be done but no one objected to it and the Innocent died for the Guilty – the Just for the Unjust! 

1 Peter 3:18 
For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.

Today the people of the world clamour for human rights and justice. 

How do you respond to the Injustice done to Jesus on your behalf?
REFLECT
2. In the world today many forms of injustice are manifested and multitudes of innocent people suffer because of prejudiced ill-treatment. For instance there is social injustice, where the haves are given more and those who have not, even what they have, are taken away. There is also religious injustice where innocent people are persecuted and even put to death because of their religious belief. And what about racial injustice and ethnic cleansing where a whole race of people are subjected to be killed because of their skin colour? The Holocaust comes to mind. The sad fact is that in today’s modern and enlightened world, such injustices are still evident and practised. 
As a Christian what is your stand when faced with such challenges?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: The Just Jesus died for the Unjust that God may be Justified to forgive the Unjust. One just has to believe it!
