R507 - Rumination for October 19, 2014
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The Theme:  
Peter Remembered
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The Text: 
And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, 

Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. 
Matt. 26:75
The Thots: 

A. Peter Remembered what the Saviour Said.
Mt. 26:75
1. Peter’s Outspokenness in Rebuking Jesus – Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him
Rebuke is lit. tax upon, i.e. censure or admonish; by implication forbid, charge. 
Strong

a. What Jesus had Revealed earlier:
Mt. 16:21
From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go 
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
b. How Peter Responded then:
Mt. 16:22
Peter…began to rebuke Him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto Thee. 

i. Peter Protested against what Jesus must do – He must go to Jerusalem…suffer…be killed…

ii. Peter thought he was Protecting Jesus – this shall not be unto Thee.
iii. He was Planning a different mission for what Jesus must do – Be it far from Thee, Lord.
2. Jesus’ Outrightness in Reprimanding Peter.
a. He Retorted that Peter was acting out the Role of Satan.
Mt. 16:23a
But He turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind Me, Satan.

b. Peter was a Reproach to the Lord’s mission
Mt. 16:23b

Thou art an offence unto Me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 

3. On a later Occasion, Peter Remembered Jesus’ Prayer for and Prediction about him. 
Lk.22:62 cf. 31-34
a. Jesus’ Prayer for Peter against Satan’s Desire for Peter:

22:31, 32

And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you… 

But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.
b. Peter’s Proud Profession – Peter was ready to go with [Him], both into Prison, and to Death. 22:33

c. Jesus’ Prediction concerning Peter – no, Peter would Deny Him!

22:34
I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny 
that thou knowest Me.
d. Peter’s bitter Predicament when Reminded of the words of Jesus and his Deed.

22:62

And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, 

Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.
B. Peter Restored to Service.
Jn. 21:15-17
1. The Occasion:

a. Peter Reminded of His Master’s Miraculous Power.

21:11, 12
Simon Peter…drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: 
and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.

And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.

b. It was Jesus’ third post-Resurrection Meeting with His own.

21:14


This is now the third time that Jesus shewed Himself to his disciples, after that He was risen 

2. The Opportunity: 

21:15 

a. The Challenging Question: Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these?

Peter had said that though all others would forsake Jesus, He would not. But he did! 

Now he must reassert His Love.
b. The Confession: Peter had denied his Lord 3 times. Now he must re-confess his Lord 3 times. 
He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me?

21:17a
c. The Commitment: 

21:17b
Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee. Jesus saith…Feed My sheep.
C. Thus, Peter Restored to Service Reminded the Saints what He Remembered. 
II Pet. 1:12-15
Cf. But I have prayed for you…and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren."
 Lk. 22:32
1. Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, 
though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. 
1:12
2. Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; 
1:13
3. Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things 
always in remembrance. 
1:15
4. This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up 
your pure minds by way of remembrance: 
3:1
Con.: However, there is one thing we must ever and always remember until our Lord comes:  I Cor. 11:26


  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.

Thy body, broken for my sake, My bread from Heaven shall be;



The testamental cup I take, And thus remember Thee.
J. Montgomery, 
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 507
1. We often admire people who have a good memory and can remember things.

This is a good trait but sometimes it can work to our detriment. For instance, there may be things and events that happened to us in the past that we would very much like to forget, failures and disappointments we experienced, besetting and secret sins that we committed, so-called friends who betrayed our confidence and many other things, events and people that we very much like to disremember and blot out from our memory. But often memories of them return to haunt us and make our lives miserable, ineffective and fearful.

Often the core problem is our conscience. It keeps reminding us of our sins!

The only way to overcome this is to believe that…
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (I Jn.1:9, 10)

And get your Conscience Cleansed and Cleared to believe that Christ has done it all 
and can do it for you:

Hebrews 9:14 – 
How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

Hebrews 10:2b – because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more 


 conscience of sins. 
Hebrews 10:22 – Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 

hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 

Are you still being troubled by a guilty conscience?  Confess your sins and Consecrate yourself to Christ, Committing to Him to walk in in newness of life and to serve Him. Like Paul, tell yourself, brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ. (Phil. 3:13, 14). 
REFLECT
2.  Peter must have felt very bitter with himself when he denied His Lord and Master the third time. What made it worse was that when He did so, he was in the direct line of vision of his Lord – (Luke 22:61-62). And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. 
And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice. And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.

Jesus must have wept also to see His beloved disciple weep so bitterly and hastily squirmed away, so much so that when He resurrected from the dead, the angel who announced His resurrection must have been directed by the Lord Himself to make this very personal message for the absent Peter then – (Mark 16:6-7) Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified:  

He is risen; He is not here: behold the place where they laid Him. But go your way, tell His disciples and Peter that He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see Him…
What the Lord did for Peter to restore him into favour was indeed a masterpiece that could only be done by the Master Himself:

First He performed the miracle of netting the fishes to demonstrate that He was still the same Peter’s Lord (Jn. 21:7), Then He invited the disciples and Peter for a dawn breakfast. After that He singled out Peter, took him aside and calmly, quietly, personally and pointedly asked him three times: (Jn. 21:15-17) - Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these? He saith unto Him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love Thee. He saith unto him, Feed My lambs. 

Peter denied His Lord three times. Three times he had to confess Him that he loved Him. Then to restore him, his Lord committed him to feed His lambs/sheep. And that was what Peter did in his two epistles that bear his name in the Bible. [See Ruminations #C.1-4]
The Lord has purged Peter’s conscience to serve him with renewed spirit. He can do the same for you when you confess your sins, consecrate yourself to him and receive your new commission for service from your Commander and Lord Himself.
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder: When I want to Remember, I forget. What I want to forget, I remember.
[Cf. Rom. 7:19, 24, 25:- For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do… O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.]
