R505 - Rumination for 05 October, 2014
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  
Ishmael or Isaac?
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Take now thy only son Isaac, whom thow lovest…and offer him…for a burnt offering…Gen. 21:12c
The Thots: 

Intro. :  Who was the promised seed of Abraham? Who did Abraham sacrifice? Was it Ishmael or Isaac?
A. Consider Ishmael, the Son of Physical Blessing.
Gen. 16:1-16
1. His Background.
a. The Custom then: He was born when Sarai “Solved” her barrenness 
with her Slave Hagar given to her Husband, Abram.
Gen. 16:1, 2

Sarai said unto Abram…Go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. 

b. The Change in Hagar’s attitude towards Sarai after her Conception

16:4, 5
When she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. 
c. Hagar Chased out of the house. When Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face.
16:6  
d. Hagar Confronted by an angel and told to Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands. 16:9
2. His Birth and Blessing to become the Progenitor of the Ishmaelite Peoples.

a. The Child’s Name: Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; 
because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. Abram Called (him)…Ishmael (= God hears).
16:15
b. His Circumcision: Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was circumcised…
17:25, 26
i. Thus, he had a Covenant relationship with God as Abraham’s son.


17:20; 21:13

And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed. 
ii. But Ishmael would not be the Chosen Covenant heir of promise!

17:20, 21
As for Ishmael…I have blessed him…but My covenant will I establish with Isaac…
c. His Character and that of his Children:


16:11, 12

i. He will be a wild man; 
ii. His hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against him; 
iii. He shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. 
iv. He too had 12 sons as with Isaac!

25:12-16

v. He died at the age of 137 years.

25:17

3. His Bondage as allegorized in the New Testament.
Gal. 4:21-31 

a. He was the son of a Bondwoman under the Law and not regarded as the “only son”.

3:22

For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 

b. He was Born after the flesh; but he [Isaac] of the freewoman was by promise. 

3:23
c. He Belonged to the Old covenant and represents all under the law.
Contrast Isaac Born of a free woman, in faith representing all under the Covenant of Promise. 3:24-28
d. There will be a constant “Battle” between the children of the Bondwoman and those of the free. 3:29-31
B. Compare Isaac, the Son of the Promised (Covenant) Blessing.
1. His Birth – It was Miraculously Promised.
Gen. 17:17; 21:1-3
Abraham…laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him 
that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?

Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age…and Abraham called…him, Isaac. 
2. His Blessings.
Gen. 17:2-9, etc.
a. He would inherit the full Promises of God’s Covenant with Abraham.
Gen. 17:21
My covenant will I establish with Isaac whom Sarah shall bear unto thee…


God remembered His covenant with Abraham…Isaac…and…Jacob. 
Exo. 2:24


[Note: Ishmael not mentioned.] 
b. He would Picture the Promised Seed in Jesus.
Gal. 3:16
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, 

And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.
c. He was indeed the one offered by Abraham because only Isaac could claim to be…Gen. 22:2 

…thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest…and offer him there for a burnt offering
i. Isaac was named and he was the only Son of Abraham’s wife, Sarah.
Gen. 17:21
ii. Isaac was Specially Singled out to be the heir of the covenant though not born yet.
But My covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee…next year.
Note: Ishmael was not Sidelined but would be blessed physically and materially…
See #A2 above.
d. He would be the Future Progenitor of all believers in Christ by Faith and of the Free.
Gal. 4:31

So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.

e. He was the Perfect Portrayal of Jesus, God’s Son Who offered Himself as a Sacrifice for Sin. Gen. 22:2
God said, Take now…thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest…and offer him there for a burnt offering.

Cf. Lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased. 
Mt. 3:17
f. Isaac was Spared and Substituted by a ram for the burnt Sacrifice.
Gen. 22:11-13
Ct. God Spared not His own Son but delivered Him up for us all!
Rom. 8:32a
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in,

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, He bled and died to take away my sin.

Stuart K. Hine
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 505
1. Whom did Abraham offer for sacrifice on the altar? Was it Isaac or Ishmael?
From all accounts in the Bible, it was Isaac – not only is this clearly stated in Genesis 
but also confirmed in the New Testament records. Consider the following:-
The Concise Statement in the Old Testament: 
Gen. 22:1, 2, NKJV
Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him…
"Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you." 

The Confirmation and Comments in the New Testament:
Heb. 11:17-19, NKJV
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called," concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, 
from which he also received him in a figurative sense.

Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?


Jas 2:21, NKJV

From the narrative account in Genesis, it is clear that Isaac would be the promised heir to the Abrahamic Covenant [see the Rumination above] and God was testing Abraham whether he would fully obey Him in sacrificing his promised son Isaac, and therefore, in doing so, he would have forfeited all God’s promises to him in His Covenant as he would have no more heir through whom God’s covenant promises could be fulfilled. 
But then there was Ishmael!

But Ishmael, from all accounts, was not the chosen heir, as indicated below:-

a. To fulfil God’s Part of His Covenant with Abraham:
Gen.17:2 

And I will make My covenant between Me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.

b. The Seed Specified to fulfil the Promise must be…
i. From Sarai (not Hagar) confirmed with her name change to Sarah: 
17:15-16
As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 

And I will…give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations…

ii. The Son yet to be born, not the son that was already born!

17:17b
Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?

iii. Sarah’s yet-to-be born Son whose name was to be Isaac.

17:19
And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant.

iv. Isaac, the Promised Seed, though Ishmael would be blessed physically.
17:20, 21 

As for Ishmael…I…will make him fruitful…multiply him exceedingly…make him a great nation. But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee…next year.


Only with Isaac could God fully test Abraham as to his obedience and faith. Once, he offered Isaac for sacrifice in no way could God’s covenant with him and his seed be fulfilled as he would have no more son through whom God could fulfil His promises. But he trusted God and was sure God could never abrogate His covenant with him. And Abraham was right!
Would you ever have any doubts when God saved you through your faith in His Son 
that you can ever lose your salvation again?
REFLECT.
2. The only possible alternative to having Ishmael as the one offered by Abraham is to suggest that the scriptural account was altered by some scribe to change Ishmael’s name to Isaac’s. Even if that was done, could it fit in with the narrative and with the rest of Scripture? Could it be argued out that Ishmael was Abraham’s only son then when God first covenanted with Abraham? See above arguments against such a proposal. 
Ishmael or Isaac – it challenges your trust in the Spirit-inspired Bible. 
REFLECT.

[For further discussion on this subject visit the given link below:

Abraham and the Child of Sacrifice - Isaac or Ishmael? By Sam Shamoun

http://www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/sacrifice.htm]
Points to Ponder: God spared Isaac, but God spared not His Son for us! Rom. 8:32
