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The Text: If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha. 
I Cor. 16:22
The Thots: 

A. Maranatha, its Aramaic origin:
I Cor. 16:22
If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.
1. An Advice/Admonition used by Paul at the conclusion of his first epistle to the Corinthians. 

It occurs only once in the N.T.
2. An Aramaic Phrase of two Aramean words (mārānāʾ ʾāthāh), meaning ‘our Lord comes’ or is ‘coming’
If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come!
NKJV
3. It can be an Alternative Prayer: Maranatha may also mean “our Lord, come!” 
Cf. Rev. 22:20

He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

B. Maranatha, its Association with Anathema.
I Cor. 16:22

If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.

1. Anathema is Aramaic and means “Accursed”
I Cor. 12:3
Fr. anatithemai = a ban or excommunicated (thing or person):- accused, anathema, curse. 
Strong
No man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed (anathema) 
and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

2. Anathema might be part of an Adjuration to Add solemnity to a statement.

a. A Curse is Pronounced on those who love not the Lord…
I Cor. 16:22
If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema!
Cf. He that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.    Cf. Jn. 3:16-21(18)

b. For those Concerned with the Lord’s Coming, a blessing is Proclaimed – Maranatha!
3. Anathema is for those who Annunciate not the Gospel of the Lord.
Gal. 1:9

If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. 

4. For first Age Christians, it could be their reminder of the Advent of the Judge to execute Anathema. Jn. 9:39
And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; 
and that they which see might be made blind.
C. Maranatha, the Announcement of the Lord’s Coming – our Lord comes!
1. Jesus, the Person who is coming – The Angels’ Announcement at His Ascension to Heaven:
Acts 1:10, 11
While they looked stedfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.


2. The Promise and Purpose of His Coming:

a. For the Church – His Return to Receive them: 
Jn. 14:3
i. His Promise: And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 
ii. His Purpose: that where I am, there ye may be also
Jn. 14:3b

b. For Israel – their Return and Restoration
Jer. 24:7  

And I will give them an heart to know Me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be My people, 
and I will be their God: for they shall return unto Me with their whole heart.
c. For the Gentiles – their Retribution and Requital.
Mt. 25:31-46 (31, 32, 41, 46)
When the Son of man shall come in His glory…then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory: 
And before Him shall be gathered all [Gentile] nations… Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angel...  
And these shall go away into everlasting punishment…
3. The Proclamation of His Coming:
I Cor. 11:25, 26, NKJV
While waiting for Him to come, let us Remember and Revere Him in the Breaking of Bread,

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. [Maranatha?]


Lord Jesus, come! And take Thy people home: 

That all Thy flock, so scattered here,
With Thee in glory may appear.

Lord Jesus, come! Lord Jesus, come!
Author Unsure
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1. On August, 31 the nation of Malaysia raised a cry “Merdeka” (Independence/Freedom) to commemorate the 57th Independence Day of Malaya. It was on this day that Malaya obtained its independence from their British colonialists in 1957, 57 years ago.
Then on 16th September another similar cry was raised to commemorate the establishment of the Malaysian federation on the same date in 1963. It marked the joining together of Malaya, North Borneo (Sabah), Sarawak, and Singapore to form Malaysia. Later, Singapore left the federation on 9th August 1965.
However, last week (note: this Reflection was written before Malaysia Day) Malaysiakini reported in their news portal [http://www.malaysiakini.com/news/274529] that this year there would be a special Malaysia Day gathering jointly organised by the Sabah Council of Churches (SCC), the umbrella Christian body in the state, together with Commission of Sabah Affairs (COSA) of the National Evangelical Christian Fellowship (NECF), the Pastors’ Fellowship of Kota Kinabalu (PFKK) of both the Chinese and English speaking congregations, and Perpaduan Anak Negeri (PAN) Sabah or the Native Solidarity of Sabah. The organisers said the prayer focus of the celebrations is to commemorate the formation of Malaysia 51 years ago and to pray for the “blessings of Almighty God be upon the nation of Malaysia.”…
Christians nationwide to attend…
“In the Year 2012, the Church of Malaysia began ushering in the biblical Year of Jubilee to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the Malaysia in 2013 and the Year 2014 is the completion of the Jubilee year and the beginning of a New Season,” it added.

An important statement concerning the role of the church in nation building will be made. This is (to) be followed by the “Mitabang Mamangkis” which is the climax of all the Mamangkis gatherings held at various towns in Sabah over the past year.

The Mamangkis is the war cry and victory song from the old head hunting days but has been contextualised as the clarion call for Christian revival. Mitabang is the call for believers to close ranks and help one another. 

What actually and effectively should be the Christian’s Watchword and cry for the hour for God’s blessing on the country of Malaysia today?  – 
Merdeka? Mitabang? Mamangkis? Or MARANATHA? 
REFLECT.

2. Today there is a lot of talk on Independence. Countries talk about it. Citizens talk about it. Companies talk about it. Churches talk about it. Even Christians talk about it. 
Note that there are three types of “free” independent Christians, viz.

(1) Christians who have been freed by the Lord through answering His call for salvation from sin but yet live under its bondage. The raised Lazarus comes to mind: Jn. 11:44 – And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. 
He was alive but he was bound and could not enjoy his freedom. Thus Jesus had to say: Loose him, and let him go. 
Are you enjoying your Christian life freed from your bondage to Sin?
(2) Christians who have been freed, and are enjoying the freedom Jesus gives. Jesus said:

Jn. 8:36 – If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 


They enjoy their Christian life but they do not serve their Saviour.
(3) Those who are free indeed but voluntarily choose to commit themselves to be His bond-slaves to Serve Him. Examples of such are: Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ… (Phil. 1:1, NKJV), and the bondservants in Israel who were entitled to go free but chose to stay because they loved their master, e.g.  And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master…; I will not go out free: Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever. (Exo. 21:5, 6, KJV)
Have you been set free from your sin? Are saved from the coming Anathema?

You have been freed but are you now living a life free from sin?
With your freedom, have you chosen to commit yourself to be the bond-slave of Jesus Christ 
to serve Him?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: Free, yet choose to be the Lord’s Slave to Serve Him because of Love.
