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The Theme:  
The Trees
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The Text: 
Who His own Self bare our sins in His body upon the tree.
I Pet. 2:24

The Thots: 
Trees in the Bible are significant and have been used to signify Man’s Relationship with God.
A. The Tree that Tested Obedience.
1. God’s Provision of trees for Man’s Pleasure.
Gen. 1:29; 2:9
a. And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.
b. Out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
2. God’s Prohibition and Man’s Probation.
Gen. 2:17
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
.
3. God’s Probe into Man’s Possible disobedience. 
Gen. 3:11, 12
And He said…Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

And the man said, The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat

4. God’s Punishment on man and creation for disobedience and the Price they had too Pay.
Gen. 3:17, 24

And unto Adam He said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; 
in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
B. The Tree that Testified of Disobedience.

1. The Crime: 
If a man have committed a sin worthy of death… hang him on a tree:
Deut. 21:22, 23

2. The Curse: 
His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him

that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;)…
3. The Christ: He bore Man’s Curse and Sin on the tree.
See #d
a. But He did nothing worthy of Condemnation unto death – 
I Pet. 2:22; I Jn. 3:5
Who did no sin and in Him is no sin. 

b. Even the thief Crucified with Him on the Cross Confessed to the other thief:
Lk. 23:41, NRSV
And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, 

but this Man has done nothing wrong.


c. Also He was made a Curse because of us, and our sin of disobedience,
Gal. 3:10, 13

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law 
to do them…Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 
for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 
d. He was Carrying our sins on the tree!
I Pet. 2:24

Who His own Self bare our sins in His body upon the tree.
C. The Tree of Life that pointed to His Triumph over Disobedience. 
 
1. The Tree of Life given Access Again in Paradise.
Rev. 22:14

Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life,

and may enter in through the gates into the city.

2. The Tree of Life Available Again.
Rev. 22:1-5 (ASV)
a. ​There will be an Abundance of its Fruit.
And he showed me a river of water of life…And on this side of the river and on that was the tree of life, bearing twelve manner of fruits, yielding its fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations
b. ​There will be an Absence of curse – And there shall be no curse any more.
Rev. 22:3a

D. The Tree that Treated the bitter waters when The Lord was Obeyed. 
Exo. 15:25, 26
1. The Tree that made Sweet the Bitter Waters.

And the LORD shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, 

the waters were made sweet…for I am the LORD that healeth thee.
2. The Tree that Bore up the Suffering Saviour by whose Stripes the Sinner is healed.
I Pet. 2:24

Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…by whose stripes ye were healed.
O, can it be, upon a tree, The Savior died for me?


My soul is thrilled, my heart is filled, To think He died for me! 
J. Newton
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R.502
1. In the Bible trees are beautifully used to illustrate the Christian and his relationship with God. For instance:

a. The Godly is blessed of God and likened to a fruitful tree:

Psa. 1:1-3 (NKJV) – Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 

But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 

He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.
b. The Good Christian is likened to a tree rooted in the earth, built up and stablished as a tree to be strong and abounding in fruit-bearing:
Col. 2:6, 7 (cf. Eph. 3:17) – 
As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him: Rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

Are you well-rooted having recourse to the available resources to enable you to be godly, well-grounded and fruitful in your Christian faith and walk before God.  

What are the available resources you should resort to to be such?
REFLECT.

2. Today, trees are recognised to be important to the environment and to both creatures and creation alike. When God created these “pleasant to the sight” trees it was for the purpose that their fruits and products would benefit and sustain life in all forms. 

Thus we read in Gen. 1:29; 2:9 – 
And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat…Out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
But Man disobeyed God and sinned against Him. Consequently another vegetation sprang up to counter the benefits of these trees.  Gen. 3:17, 18 
And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;
Today Man (nay, all Creatures) and Creation are suffering because of this sin and all are awaiting their Redemption at the Coming Return of Christ to the earth to restore creation to what it was in the original paradise. Thus:
 Romans 8:18-22 (NKJV) 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labours with birth pangs together until now. 

Today many live in concrete jungles or treeless apartments in the heart of a congested community, deprived of green surroundings and their accompanying benefits. Consequently Man (creatures and creation included) suffers from many environmental diseases and deprivations. Is this not the consequence of the sin of disobedience? What should you do about it to help counter such defects while awaiting for their redemption? 
How do you love the creation that God has created?
REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: Treasure the Trees. Enjoy your God-given Environment.
