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The Theme:  
The Lord Lay Down His Life.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
I lay down My life for the sheep
Jn. 10:15
The Thots: 

Intro.  Lay down (…Life) occurs three times in John 10, as follows:

A. I lay down My life for the sheep.  
Jn. 10:15
1. The Sheep are Strayed Sinners.
Isa. 53:6a 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way…

2. The Good Shepherd Searched for the Strayed Sheep.
Lk. 15:4 
What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave 
the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? 
3. The Good Shepherd Sacrificed His life for the Sheep to bring them back to His fold. 
Jn. 10:11
I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep.

B. I lay down My life, that I might take it again. 
Jn. 10:17

1. The Shepherd’s Substitutionary death was Prophesied.

a. He would Silently Suffer as a Sheep led to the Slaughter.
Isa. 53:7

He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,

 53:7b
i.  He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth.
 
 53:7a

ii. And as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth.
 53:7c
b. He would be a Sacrifice for Sin and a Substitute for the Sheep. 
Isa. 53:6
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

2. The Shepherd’s Sacrificial death was Purposeful.
Jn. 10:18

No one taketh it away from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down…
a. He would Suffer and be Slain 
Mt. 16:21

From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed…
Cf. Him…ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:
Acts. 2:23
b. And He would be in the Sepulchre for three days as Jonah was in the Stomach of the fish.
Mt. 12:40

For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; 

so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

c. His Sworn enemies Sought to destroy His body, but He would raise it up again the third day.  Jn. 2:19-21

Jesus answered…them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 
Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, 
and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But He spake of the temple of His body. 

C. No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of My Father. 

Jn. 10:18
1. Jesus Breathed His last as a Man - He Definitely Died!

Mt. 15:37, 39
And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. [breathed His last, Lk. 23:46b, NRSV]
Note: gave up the ghost translates a single Greek word meaning breathe out or expire. [Scofield]
a. He did not Swoon – Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus embalmed His Body for Burial.
Jn. 19:39, 40
b. He was not Substituted – The Soldiers did not Break His Bones because He had died.
Jn. 19:32, 33
c. His body was not Stolen – The Sepulchre was Sealed and guarded by Soldiers.

Mt. 27:62-66
2. Jesus Died Decidedly, Deliberately; He then Delivered His Spirit back to the Father.
Mt. 27:50; Jn. 19:30

Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 

Note: The Greek words used here and in Jn. 19:30 are unique in the N.T. 
They translate a Greek phrase of two words, meaning give over the spirit or deliver up the spirit. [Scofield]
a. He had power to Lay down His life and to take it, i.e. Live again.
Jn. 10:18

b. He Returned to the Father when He had finished His work of Redemption. 
Lk. 23:34, 46 cf. Jn. 19:30
3. Jesus Lived up to what He said – on the third day He Lived again!
Mt. 28:5, 6, ASV
The angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye; for I know that ye seek Jesus, 
Who hath been crucified.  He is not here; for He is risen, even as He said.
4. And He is Returning again. In the meanwhile, let us Remember Him.
I Cor. 11:23-26

Jesus, our good Shepherd, laying down Thy life,
Lest Thy sheep should perish in the cruel strife,
Help us to remember all Thy love and care,
Trust in Thee, and love Thee

Always, everywhere.
William S. Bourne,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 501
1. Consider the following scriptures concerning laying down one’s life for others:
a. It is Encouraged:
i. God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life….Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  
Jn. 3:16 cf. I Jn. 3:16

ii. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
Jn. 5:13 
b. Peter was an Example to be one. He wanted to lay down his life for his Lord: 
i. Peter had good intentions because He loved His Lord:
Jn. 13:37
Peter said unto Him, Lord, why cannot I follow Thee now? 
I will lay down my life for Thy sake.  

ii. But Jesus knew better. He knew human frailties:
Jn. 13:38
Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for My sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied Me thrice.

And this came true. Peter denied His Lord three times.
Mt. 26:69-75

iii. However, according to Christian tradition, Peter was crucified in Rome under Emperor Nero Augustus Caesar. It is traditionally held that he was crucified upside down at his own request, since he saw himself unworthy to be crucified in the same way as Jesus Christ. [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter]
c. Are Christians Expected to lay down their lives to die for their faith?
Is suicide bombing a way of doing this?

In this manner, a man claims to die for his faith by killing himself to kill the enemies of his faith and its founder. He will then have a personal reward in Paradise for his martyrdom.
Is this what our Lord teaches?

Consider the following scriptures:

Matt. 5:44: But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

Lk. 6:35: But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; 
Consider also the reward for doing good to your enemies:
…and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: 
for He is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 
d. Finally consider the Great Example set by God Himself to allow His Son to lay down His life for us who were ungodly sinners and His enemies then:
Romans 5:6-10 (KJV) 
For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
Can we reconcile the Lord’s laying down His life for the sheep and the exhortation to us to lay down our lives for our brethren the same as a suicide bomber laying down his/her life for his/her faith?
REFLECT
2. Does the Lord expect us to literally lay down our lives for the sake of our brethren?
If so, under what circumstances are we expected to do so? What do you think is the more important inner import of such a statement?
REFLECT

Points To Ponder: 
To Lay Down Your Life for the Brethren on Earth is 


To Lay Up for Yourself Treasures in Heaven. (Matt. 6:19-21)
