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The Theme:  
the 500th Rumination
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The Text: 
He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once…
I Cor. 15:6
The Thots: 

Intro. Today’s Rumination is the 500th in the series. It first started as a simple one on 27th Feb. 2005 just about 9½ years ago. It is a Tribute to God’s special Grace in sustaining this simple effort to help prepare His saints for the Remembrance of the Lord at His Supper every Lord’s Day without fail. It is a Testimony to His Goodness in so Graciously Giving His thoughts to share with His saints. Praise be to His Name. 
As such, today’s Rumination will be on the number FIVE and its multiples in the Bible, as follows.
A. The Significance of the number FIVE in Scripture.
Its Symbolism Seems to Suggest Something Simple, Small and Short-and-Sweet.
1. A Simple Statement: five of you shall chase an hundred…your enemies shall fall before you. 
Lev. 26:8

2. A Small Supply: And they say unto Him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes.
Mt. 14:17

3. Short and Sweet: In the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding. 

I Cor. 14:19
· That was how the first Rumination Started – Simple, Small, Short-and-Sweet and fully based on Scripture - focused in preparing the Saints for the Lord’s Supper until it develops to what it is today.
To refer to the original R.1, visit: https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berita-bethel-ung.com%2Fruminations%2F2005%2Frumination27%2520Feb2005.doc
B. The Small Supply of the FIVE loaves and two Fishes, yet feeding a Multitude. 

1. FIVE loaves and Two Fishes…

Mt. 14:17, 21
And they say unto Him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes.

· But they were Sufficient to feed a Multitude of…about five thousand men, beside women and children. 
· This is one Miracle of the Lord recorded by all Four evangelists.
Cf. Mk. 6:38; Lk. 9:13; Jn. 6:9
2.  FIVE Sparrows Sold for Two Farthings and not one is Forgotten.
Lk. 12:6
Are not Five sparrows sold for two Farthings, and not one of them is Forgotten before God? 
…and one of them shall not Fall on the ground without your Father.
Mt. 10:29

· No Sparrow can drop to the ground without God knowing – all are ever in His Mind.

Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than Many sparrows.
Lk. 12:7; Mt. 10:31
C. The Shadow of FIFTY pointing to a Future event.
1. The Shadow of the Feast of Pentecost:
Lev. 23:16, ASV
The Feast of Pentecost (Weeks) was a Picture and a Pointer to the Birthday of the Church.
Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; 
and ye shall offer a new meal-offering unto Jehovah.
2. The Substance: 
· There was a New reckoning of days. The Feast would be celebrated on the First day of the week 

– no more on the Sabbath day as with the other Feasts. The Lord rose on the First day of the week.

· The New Meal Offering Pictured the One New Man, the Church.
Eph. 2:15
Having abolished in His flesh the enmity…to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace.

· Thus: When the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. Acts 2:1
The Church (His Body) was Born!
3. The Sounding of the Year of Jubilee. It was the Year of Liberty.
Lev. 25:10, 11

And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family. A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you.... 

· The year of Jubilee Came after the Completion of every forty-nine years. 
· All Jewish bond-slaves were Released and land sold earlier Reverted to its former owner. Lev. 25:8-55
· Our Lord Came to proclaim to all sin-Captives the Year of Jubilee:
Isa. 61:1, 2

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me; because the LORD hath anointed Me to… proclaim liberty to the captives…to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD…
Cp. Lk. 4:18

D. The FIVE THOUSAND Satisfied Souls.
1. Five Thousand Starving Men were fed.
Mt. 14:21; Mk. 6:44; Lk. 9:14; Jn. 6:10
About Five thousand men were Fed with Five loaves and two Fishes.
2. Five Thousand Souls were Saved.

Acts 4:4
Many…heard…believed…the number of the men was about five thousand. 
E. The Special Above Five Hundred Witnesses.
I Cor. 15:6
1. Paul Referred to the above 500 brethren who saw Jesus in His post-resurrection appearance.

After that, He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once;
2. This is the 500th Rumination helping saints to Remember the Lord in His death, burial and resurrection until His Return. May we Remember and Revere Him well this Lord’s Day.  
3. See Reflections for the Week below for the story of the 500 copies of the following hymn by DW Whittle:
Moment by moment I’m kept in His love; Moment by moment I’ve life from above;


Looking to Jesus till glory doth shine; Moment by moment, O Lord, I am Thine.     D. W. Whittle
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 500
Dying with Jesus, by death reckoned mine; Living with Jesus, a new life divine;
Looking to Jesus till glory doth shine, Moment by moment, O Lord, I am Thine.

Refrain
Never a trial that He is not there, Never a burden that He doth not bear,
Never a sorrow that He doth not share, Moment by moment, I’m under His care.

Refrain

Never a heartache, and never a groan, Never a teardrop and never a moan;
Never a danger but there on the throne, Moment by moment He thinks of His own.

Refrain

Never a weakness that He doth not feel, Never a sickness that He cannot heal;
Moment by moment, in woe or in weal, Jesus my Saviour, abides with me still.


Refrain
 Daniel W. Whittle
1. Ira David Sankey, a companion Gospel singer with evangelist Dwight Lyman Moody, composed about 1200 songs. He wrote: 
While I was attending the World’s Fair in Chicago, Henry Varley, a lay preacher from London, said to Major Whittle: “I do not like the hymn ‘I need Thee every hour’ very well, because I need Him every moment of the day. Soon after Major Whittle wrote this sweet hymn…[He] brought the hymn to me in manuscript a little later, saying that he would give me the copyright of both the words and music if I would print for him five hundred copies on fine paper, for distributing among his friends. His daughter, May Whittle, who later became the wife of Will R. Moody, composed the music. I did as Mr. Whittle wished; and I sent the hymn to England, where it was copyrighted on the same day as at Washington.

In England the hymn became very popular. Falling into the hands of the well-known Rev. Andrew Murray, of South Africa, then visiting London, he adopted it as his favourite hymn. A year later Mr. Murray visited Northfield [Massachusetts], and while holding a meeting for men in the church he remarked, “If Sankey only knew a hymn which I found in London, and would sing it, he would find that it embraces my entire creed.”

I was very anxious to know what hymn it was, and when he had recited it I said to him: Doctor, that hymn was written within five hundred yards of where we are standing.

For years Dr. Murray had his wife sing this hymn in nearly all his meetings. It also became a great favourite in South Africa during the war.  

Sankey, pp. 190-1

http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/m/o/m/momentby.htm
Do you need the Lord every hour as…
Every hour I need Thee; O bless me now, my Savior, I come to Thee. 
Or are you prepared to surrender the moments of your life to Him, as

Frances R. Havergal wrote: Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
REFLECT.
2. Today (31 August, 2014) is also Malaysia’s Independent Day.
The Country calls it Merdeka Day or Freedom Day. The Lord Jesus said,

If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
Jn. 8:36
He also said: I am come that they might have life, 

and that they might have it more abundantly.  
Jn. 10:10

Do you have real freedom? Are you experiencing real freedom in your life?

Are you enjoying the full abundant life that the Lord promises?

If not, why not?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 
We plead with the Lord that we need Him for our hours,
but often keep the moments for ourselves!
Note: This, being the 500th Rumination, if you have been a recipient of such all these years, 

do write in to say how you have benefitted from these Ruminations and Reflections  

or how they can be improved to assist you. Thank you.
beritabethelung@gmail.com
