R499 - Rumination for August 24, 2014
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The Theme:  
The Lord Lay Down His Life.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  I lay down My life for the sheep. 
Jn. 10:15

The Thots: 
Intro. Did Jesus Commit suicide when He lay down His life? 

A. Six Suggested Reasons why People commit Suicide:-
See Reflections
[http://www.kevinmd.com/blog/2010/06/6-reasons-people-commit-suicide.html]
for the Week below.
1. They are Depressed.
2. They are Psychotic.

3. They are Impulsive.

4. They are Help-less.

5. They have a Philosophical Desire to Die.

6. They have Made a Mistake.
B. Six Scriptural Reasons to Show why Jesus Could not have Committed Suicide:

1. Was Jesus Depressed?
Jn. 17:1, 2
Jesus…said, Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee. 
· His coming death meant that He was looking forward to fulfil His Glorious Mission 
for God to Glorify Him and He to Glorify God.
 
2. Was Jesus Psychotic?
Mt. 26:39
And He…fell on His face, and prayed, saying, O My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt. 
· Nearing the time of His death, He was still in Control of His Will – 
He Chose to do what His Father Willed.
3. Was Jesus Impulsive?
Jn. 12:27

Now is My soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour: 
but for this cause came I unto this hour.
· He was always Conscious of the Cause for which He Came to this earth – to die that man may live.
4. Was Jesus Help-less?
Mt. 26:53
Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently give Me
more than twelve legions of angels? 

· He need not have to die at the hands of His Creatures – He Could Call for help any time if He wanted to!
5. Did Jesus have a Philosophical Desire to Die?
Mt. 16:21

 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and be raised again the third day. 

· He knew He would Die but He also knew He would rise again from the Dead.
Jn. 10:17, 18, NRSV
… I lay down My life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down 
of My own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. 
6. Did Jesus Make a Mistake?
Mk. 10:45
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.
· To die for the sins of Man and to be obedient to God even unto death was His Mission right through.

C. Two Suicide Cases in Scripture:
1. Judas Committed Suicide and went to his place.
Mt. 27:5; Acts 1:18, 25
And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. 
Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out… Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. 
· His own place would be Hades (place of the Departed Dead) where the rich man went to when he Died:
The rich man also died and was buried and being in torments in Hades… Lk. 16:22, 23, NKJV
2. Saul Committed Suicide after the Spirit of the Lord had left him.
I Sam. 31:4
Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. 
Earlier, the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and a distressing [evil, KJV] spirit 
from the LORD troubled him.
I Sam. 16:14, NKJV cf. 16:23; 18:10; 19:9
D. The Singular Case of Jesus’ Death, Resurrection and Return for His Own. 
Jesus lay down His life for us and He took it up again. He never took His own life to end it all.

In the interim let us Remember Him Who had Returned to Heaven – His own place!  
I Cor. 11:24-26 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
The Son of God was crucified, Upon the cross the Savior died;
On Calvary His life He gave, That He thy precious soul might save.

He died for thee, He died for thee, Upon the cross He died for thee. 
Melville W. Miller
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1. On August 11 this year, the movie world was shocked with the news that 63-year-old Robin McLaurin Williams, an American actor, comedian, film producer and screenwriter was found dead in an apparent suicide in his home on Monday. Police said he died of asphyxia due to hanging. Robin was suffering from the early stages of Parkinson's disease at the time of his death, his wife has said. Robin Williams tried to slit his wrist with a pocket knife but when that suicide attempt failed he hanged himself with a belt.
The Marin County Deputy Coroner says Williams was at home alone Monday when he tried slashing his left wrist, but it only left "acute superficial cuts." Williams then took a belt, tied it around his neck and secured it between the closet door and door frame.  Williams was in a seated position, slightly suspended with his right shoulder against the door. The official says the actor had been receiving treatment for depression.  It was reported earlier that Robin had been severely depressed and went to a Minnesota rehab facility last month.
Source: http://www.tmz.com/2014/08/12/robin-williams-death-autopsy-suicide-hanging-news-conference/#ixzz3ApI6aQKt
Why do people (and there are a million of them every year, see #2 below) commit suicide?

According to an Internet site [http://www.kevinmd.com/blog/2010/06/6-reasons-people-commit-suicide.html] there are six possible reasons, viz.

1) They are Depressed.

This is without question the most common reason people commit suicide. Severe depression is always accompanied by a pervasive sense of suffering as well as the belief that escape from it is hopeless.
2) They are Psychotic.

Malevolent inner voices often command self-destruction for unintelligible reasons.
3) They are Impulsive.

Often related to drugs and alcohol, some people become maudlin and impulsively attempt to end their own lives.
4) They are Help-less.

These people don’t usually want to die but do want to alert those around them that something is seriously wrong. They often don’t believe they will die, frequently choosing methods they don’t think can kill them in order to strike out at someone who’s hurt them
5) They have a Philosophical Desire to Die.

The decision to commit suicide for some is based on a reasoned decision often motivated by the presence of a painful terminal illness from which little to no hope of reprieve exists. These people … (are) trying to take control of their destiny and alleviate their own suffering, which usually can only be done in death. They often look at their choice to commit suicide as a way to shorten a dying that will happen regardless.
6) They have Made a Mistake.

This is a recent, tragic phenomenon in which typically young people flirt with oxygen deprivation for the high it brings and simply go too far.
Did Jesus commit suicide when He lay down His life? Certainly not!
He said: I lay down My life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down 
of My own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. (Jn. 10:17, 18, NRSV) and again, And I lay down My life for the sheep. (Jn. 10:15, NRSV)
He was in control of His life all the time. Not only did Jesus lay down His life that that you might have life, He also said, I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. (Jn. 10:10). Do you have this life or this abundant that He has promised you for you to find meaning in life and to enjoy it?
REFLECT.
2. According to WHO, approximately one million people commit suicide each year worldwide, that is about one death every 40 seconds or 3,000 per day. For each individual who takes his/her own life, at least 20 attempt to do so. Suicide has a global mortality rate of 16 per 100,000 people.  [www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/234219.php]

Suicide is the tenth leading cause of death globally. In the USA there are two suicides for every homicide. Worldwide, the suicide rate has gone up by 60% over the last five decades - mainly in industrialized nations.
How do the above statistics challenge you as a Christian in your responsibilities towards those who are not? How do they challenge you with regard to your lifestyle?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: Jesus did not Commit Suicide but when He Completed His Mission, 

      He decidedly Committed His Spirit back to His Father. 
Lk. 23:46, NKJV 
