R497 - Rumination for August 10, 2014
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  
Was Jesus a Ghost?
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
The disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, 

"It is a ghost!"  
Mt. 14:26, NKJV

Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 
Mt. 27:50, KJV
The Thots: 
A. The Mistranslation in the Authorised King James Version (KJV)

1. The Ordinary Word – What “ghost” means.
a. WordWeb Dictionary: The visible Disembodied soul of a Dead person. 
b. Wikipedia: The Soul or Spirit of a dead person or animal that can appear, in visible form…to the living. 
2. The Original Word from O.T. Scripture translated ghost in KJV. 

a. Nephesh = breath 
} i.e. the breath of life, animal soul or spirit, the vital principle; hence, life.

b. Pneúma = spirit    
} thus, the giving up of the ghost/breathe their last.
Job. 11:20, cf. NRSV


} and she hath given up the ghost/ has breathed her last 
Jer. 15:9, cf. NKJV
c. Gawa = gasp out, expire (die), is also several times so translated, e.g. Gen. 25:8, 17; 35:29, 49:33, etc.

3. The Obsolete (archaic) Word ghost as used in KJV.

a. It is used of the Holy Spirit: …she was found with Child of the Holy Ghost. 
Mt. 1:18, 20
b. It is used of the Human life force, signifying breath, life, spirit. 

See #2 above.
Thus: give up the ghost = to cease breathing; to die. (8 occ. in NT, Mt. 27:50; Acts 5:5; 12:23, etc.)
c. Ct. Modern translations use ghost (rather than spirit [KJV]) for the disembodied spirits of the dead.
See #B1, 2 below.
4. The Extra-Ordinary Way “ghost” is used of Jesus in only two cases in the Gospels.
a. He Died naturally like any other man, Jesus…gave up the ghost.

Mk. 15:37; Lk. 23:46, KJV; 

 i.e. Jesus…breathed His last. 

NKJV
Translated from ekpsúchō, ekpnéō = to give up the ghost; to breathe out, expire. As Acts 5:5, 10; 12:23
b. Yet He Died like no other man. He Decidedly, Deliberately, (literally) Dismissed His soul/spirit. 
Uniquely Used of Jesus in the following two scriptures. For only Jesus could do it!
i. Jesus…cried…with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. (aphḗken tṓ pneúma)

Matt. 27:50
ii. When Jesus…said, It is finished…He bowed His head, and gave up (parédōken) the ghost. Jn. 19:30
B. The Mistaken identity of Jesus as an Apparition.

1. The disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, "It is a ghost!" 
Mt. 14:26, NKJV.
2. He appeared after His resurrection, they…thought that they were seeing a ghost. Lk. 24:37, 39, NRSV 
But see #C.
C. Jesus appeared as Real Man after His Resurrection – 
He was Physical and Real, yet Spirit-ual and Eternal.  Why Jesus could not be a Ghost:
1. He Appeared as Physical Man: Note the Lord’s Challenge to Touch Him.
Lk. 24:39, NRSV
Look at My hands and My feet; see that it is I Myself. Touch Me and see; 
cf. Jn. 20:17
for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.

2. He Acted as Physical Man:
Lk. 24:33-35
The two disciples who met Jesus on the road to Emmaus told the others: The Lord is risen indeed…
and they told what things were done in the way, and how He was known of them in breaking of bread.
3. Yet His Actions demonstrated that He was more than a Mere Man:
a. John Recognised Him by His Miracle: 
Jn. 21:6-7 
He said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship…They cast…and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. That disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. 
b. He could pass through doors into a Room and stand in the Midst of His disciples:
Jn. 20:19 
When the doors were shut…came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 

D. Jesus our Man in Heaven Promises to Return after His Ascension.
cf. Acts 1:11

1. His Promise to Return. 
Jn. 14:2, 3

In My Father's house are many mansions…I go to prepare a place for you. 

And…I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
2. When He Returns His Physical Form will be Retained and He will be Recognised.


a. This same Jesus…shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.
Acts 1:11
b. They shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him.
Zech. 12:10

c. Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him.  Rev. 1:7
3. For the Present, His People are assured of His Presence and they in turn are to Remember Him.
a. Where His People Go. Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
Mt. 28:20

b. Where His People Gather: 
Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.
Mt. 18:20
This do ye…in remembrance of Me.  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord's death till He come.
I Cor. 11:25f
But I saw those shadows flee, And the shining light I see,

 While I’m trusting in the merit, Of the Man of Galilee. 
John H. Lozier
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. The Following is a write-up on The Ghost Festival extracted from Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghost_Festival)
The Ghost Festival, also known as the Hungry Ghost Festival… is a traditional…festival held in Asian countries. In the Chinese calendar…the Ghost Festival is on the 15th night of the seventh month…In Chinese culture, the fifteenth day of the seventh month in the lunar calendar is called Ghost Day and the seventh month in general is regarded as the Ghost Month…in which ghosts and spirits, including those of the deceased ancestors, come out from the lower realm…are believed to visit the living. On the fifteenth day the realms of Heaven and Hell and the realm of the living are open and both Taoists and Buddhists would perform rituals to transmute and absolve the sufferings of the deceased. Intrinsic to the Ghost Month is veneration of the dead, where traditionally the filial piety of descendants extends to their ancestors even after their deaths. Activities during the month would include preparing ritualistic food offerings, burning incense, and burning joss paper, a papier-mâché form of material items such as clothes, gold and other fine goods for the visiting spirits of the ancestors. Elaborate meals (often vegetarian meals) would be served with empty seats for each of the deceased in the family treating the deceased as if they are still living. Ancestor worship is what distinguishes Qingming Festival from Ghost Festival because the latter includes paying respects to all deceased, including the same and younger generations, while the former only includes older generations. Other festivities may include, buying and releasing miniature paper boats and lanterns on water, which signifies giving directions to the lost ghosts and spirits of the ancestors and other deities. 
This Year The Month of The Hungry Ghost falls on Aug. 10

The Chinese hungry ghost month will begin on 27th July 2014 and will end on the 24th August
Now Consider what the Scriptures have to say: 
Luke 16:19-31
There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:     20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.  22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;  23 And in hell (hades) he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.  26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: 28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 

Summary:

a. When a spirit/soul dies he goes straight to Hades (place of the departed dead) or Abraham’s bosom (Paradise) depending on his relationship with God.

16:22, 23

b. In Hades one is tormented; in Paradise one is blessed and comforted (in bliss).

16:23-25

c. No one can get out of his respective place once he leaves this world and enters it. 
16:26

d. No one from either place can return to the world he lived in before to warn others. 
16:27
e. The decision one makes when living on earth determines to which place he will go when he dies. So one needs to pay heed to the warning of God’s prophets and repent now.  

16:28-31

Which would you pay heed to? The Ghosts that come out this month to Feast or the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ inviting you to the Feast of Love Divine?
REFLECT.
2. Where does a Christian go when he/she dies? Does he/she go to a place to be purged of his/her sins before he/she goes to heaven?
The rich man straightway goes to Hades! Lazarus goes to Abraham’s bosom (Paradise)!
Jesus told the thief on the cross: To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.
 Lk. 23:43 

Paul said: For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.



Phil. 1:21

He also said: Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord…We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of Him. 
II Cor. 5:6, 8, 9

Is Paul’s ambition for living yours?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 
Are you Afraid of Ghosts? 
Pay Heed to the Holy Ghost’s Appeal:
Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith,

To day if ye will hear His voice, Harden not your hearts…
(Heb. 3:7, 8)
