R496 - Rumination for August 03, 2014
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The Theme:  
Seven Sayings of Jesus on the Cross.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 
Lk. 23:34

The Thots: 

Intro. :  When Jesus was on the Cross, He Spoke Seven times, as follows:-
A. 1st - Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 

Lk. 23:34
1. His Address – Father.
Jesus was in Right Relationship with God His Father to Request Forgiveness for His Foes.

2. His Appeal – Forgive them.
Thus, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son.
Rom. 5:10
3. His Advocacy - For they know not what they do.
Indeed, His enemies knew what they did. They had cried out earlier: 

Jn. 19:15
Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? 
The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. 
B. 2nd - Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise. 
Lk. 23:43
1. One thief Railed on Him, saying, If Thou be Christ, save Thyself and us.

Lk. 23:39

2. The Other thief Rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: 
but this Man hath done nothing amiss.



3. Then he made his last and Only Request: Lord, Remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. 
And Jesus Replied: Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise. 
Lk. 23:40, 41
C. 3rd - He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son! To the disciple, Behold thy mother! 
Jn. 19:26f
1. Jesus’ Concern for the mother - He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son!
2. Jesus’ Care for the mother - To the disciple, Behold thy mother!
3. Jesus Completed His maternal duty before He left this earth. He Committed His mother to John’s Care.
What about Joseph His earthly father? His last mention was in Lk. 2:43


Lk. 2:41-48
Joseph does not appear after this incident. It is likely that he died prior to Jesus’ public ministry.
D. 4th - Jesus cried…Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?...My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken Me? Mt. 27:46
1. His Address – My God, My God. 
The Father was distancing Himself from His Son Who now had become the Sin-bearer.
I Pet. 2:24

Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…
2. His Anguish – The question was not to find an Answer – My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? 
3. He knew the Answer!  

Jn. 12:27 Now is My soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour: 
but for this cause came I unto this hour. 
Note #E below.
E. 5th - Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished…saith, I thirst.

Jn. 19:28
1. Jesus Knew then…

a. He was about to Complete His Mission – it was His last hour on the Cross.

Mt. 27:46-48
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?...
b. ​The scripture might be fulfilled… In my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.
Cf. Psa. 69:21
And straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, 

and gave him to drink - they gave Him Vinegar (= lit. a Narcotic) to Numb His Senses!
2. But He was Conscious of His Mission -  Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished
3. Up to the last breath of His life, He still Could Communicate loudly with His Father.

Mt. 27:50
Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 



F. 6th - When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, It is finished.

Jn. 19:30

1. It was a Victory Cry. Note: It is finished is one word in Greek – FINISHED!!
2. It heralded a Victorious Completion of His Mission – Accomplished once for All.
Heb. 10:12, 14

This Man, after He had offering one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God... 

For by one offering He hath perfected forever them that are sanctified".

3. The Veil in the Temple rent from top to bottom Confirmed it.
Mt. 27:50, 51; See #G below

Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 
 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.

G. 7th – Jesus…said, Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit: and…He gave up the ghost. 
Lk. 23:46
1. He Decided when He would Die – He gave up the ghost. He was in control of Death:

I Cor. 15:55
O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
2. His Relationship with God was Restored - It was back to the “Father” ct. My God, My God earlier.

3. His Responsibility was fully discharged. God would Raise Him from the dead.
Rom. 1:4

Declared to be the Son of God with power…by the resurrection from the dead.
Up from the grave He arose, With a mighty triumph o’er His foes,
He arose a victor from the dark domain, And He lives forever, with His saints to reign.



He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!
Robert Lowry
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 496
1. The Airline industry suffered three major tragedies in the last five months.

First there was the mysterious disappearance of Malaysian Airlines Flight MH370 in March which remains unsolved up to today despite the unprecedented coming together of so many countries with their most sophisticated technology to discover what happened to it. 

Then on July 17, MAS flight MH17 (a Boeing 777) exploded in mid-air over eastern Ukraine with all 298 passengers and crew killed.

The mysterious disappearance of MH370 in March, combined with the destruction of MH17 in eastern Ukraine, amounts to 597 deaths, more than twice the total global airline fatalities in all of last year.

In the same week (on July 24), Thursday's crash of Air Algerie Flight 5017 again with no survivors was another terrible news in the wake of what happened earlier. 
Commercial aviation is, statistically, a very safe industry. The 10-year average of airline accidents resulting in a fatality is 17 per year…according to the International Air Transport Association. The statistic includes accidents involving cargo and charter airlines in its data as well as scheduled passenger airline flights. This week's aviation disasters have the potential to push airline fatalities this year to over 700 deaths — the most since 2010, even after the three major crashes in the last two weeks (including the TransAsia Airways crash in Taiwan on Wednesday). 
Source: http://mashable.com/2014/07/25/aviation-safety/
In The STAR paper on July 30, in the column So Auntie, So What, June HL Wong wrote:



For those with no tombstones

THERE is a round black plaque cradled by white granite that is dedicated to Flight MH653.

It is located at Kampung Ladang Tanjung Kupang, Johor. It bears the Malaysia Airlines logo with the inscription: Kenangan kepada rakan-rakan kita (In memory of our colleagues) and seven names…These are the seven crew members of the first fatal air crash of the national carrier on Dec 4, 1977. They perished along with 93 passengers whose names we don’t remember.

Such is life. We mourn, we move on, we forget.

Incidentally, my niece died in that air crash and I was at the scene of the crash in Tanjung Kupang!
I can empathise with those who lost their loved ones in the recent crashes.
The number 7 seems to feature ominously in the above statistics. 
Yet biblically 7 is a great optimistic number in scripture (See Rumination 495). 

On the Day of Atonement, the High Priest shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times.  (Lev. 16:14). 

He sprinkled the blood only ONCE ON the Mercy Seat for God above to witness, 

so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many… (Heb. 9:28)
whereas he did so SEVEN times BEFORE the Mercy Seat to assure us who often doubt the efficacy of that atoning blood. 

For God, our high Priest’s Act of Atonement was once for All settled, but for us He is prepared to assure us time and again that indeed all our sins have been dealt with once and for all. Doubt no more. Let the number Seven be a number of Assurance and Hope to you and not to scare you or make you afraid.
REFLECT.
2. Admittedly the above air incidents/accidents were heart-rending tragedies in a short space of time. However, we need to consider one great tragedy that surpassed all tragedies for all time – the untimely (in man’s reckoning but the perfect timing in God’s plan and schedule) death of His Son Jesus to die the death of all deaths that out of His death there will spring up eternal life for all who have died and will die when they trust in Him as their Saviour from sin which is the cause for their deaths. From the Tragedy of His One death, there arose a Triumph and a Trophy of eternal life for all who Trust Him. He uttered SEVEN cries on the Cross, but His last one was “FINISHED!” – 


a Triumphant cry!
Death, though it still has its sorrows, will now hold no fear for those who trust the Lord. 
Like David, one can now say:

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. Psa. 23:4

Are you fearful of the future? Trust Him.
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder:

The greatest Tragedy of all time was when Sinless Jesus was Slain by Sinful Man. 

The greatest Triumph of all time was when He rose from the dead and gave life to all believing men.
Now He can Turn your personal Tragedy into Triumph. Trust Him. 
