R495 - Rumination for July 27, 2014
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  
Seven times Seven.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Until seventy times seven.
Mt. 18:21f

The Thots: 
Intro. :  The Number Seven is a number of great Significance in Scripture.
A. It is the Number of Fulfilled Satisfaction.

God Completed His Creative work in seven days and He was fully satisfied.
Gen. 2:2, 3
On the seventh day God ended His work which He had made; and He rested on the seventh day…

And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it He had rested from all His work…
B. It is the Number of Full Completion.

1. A Complete Week Comprises Seven days. The Seventh Day is the Sabbath of rest.
Exo. 20:9-11
Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work…For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

2. The Ceremony to Cleanse the Leper involved the Number Seven as follows:
Num. 
14
a. And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times. 
14:7
b. After that he shall come into the camp, and shall tarry abroad out of his tent seven days. 
14:8
c. And the priest…shall sprinkle of the oil with his finger seven times before the LORD.
14:16
d. The priest shall sprinkle…some of the oil…in his left hand seven times before the LORD: 
14:27
e. The priest shall go out of the house to the door…and shut up the house seven days:  
14:38
f. And he shall take the cedar wood, and the hyssop, and the scarlet, and the living bird, and dip them in the blood of the slain bird, and in the running water, and sprinkle the house seven times:  
14:51
3. The Cynical Syrian king must dip himself in Jordan 7 times to be Cleansed of his leprosy.  II Kgs. 5:10, 14
Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times…and thou shalt be clean…Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan…and he was clean. 

C. It is the Number of Final Perfection.

1. Jesus Finished His ministry on earth with Seven utterances when He was on the cross.

1st - Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 

Lk. 23:34

2nd - He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son!... To the disciple, Behold thy mother! 
Jn. 19:26f 

3rd - Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. 
Lk. 23:43


4th - Jesus cried…Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?...My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken Me? 
Mt. 27:46

5th - Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished…saith, I thirst. 

Jn. 19:28

6th - When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, It is finished.

Jn. 19:30


7th – Jesus…said, Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit: and…He gave up the ghost. 
Lk. 23:46
2. As Jesus Forgave His enemies, we are to Forgive those who offend us Seventy times Seven times. Peter…said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 
Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.
Mt. 18:21f
D. However, sin Foiled the intended Perfection of Seven.
1. The Sin of Disobedience Drove man out of Paradise.

Rom. 5:12
By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men…

2. Israel’s Sin of Unbelief Prevented Israel from entering the Promised Land.

Heb. 4:6

They to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief:
3. Thus, the Sabbath of rest on the Seventh day failed and was nailed to the cross.

Col. 2:14-17
Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us…nailing it to His cross; 
Let no man therefore judge you…in respect of…the sabbath days: which are a shadow of things to come. 
E. A New Cycle and a New Creation Commenced after the Conclusion of the “Spoiled” Seven.

1. A New Cycle: Thus, the Following Feasts of Jehovah were held on the First Day of the Week!

a. The Feast of Firstfruits anticipating the Resurrection of Christ was held on this day.
Lev. 23:11 He shall wave the sheaf before the LORD… on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.


When Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene. Mk. 16:9

b. The Feast of Weeks/Pentecost anticipating the Church was held on the First Day. 
 Lev. 23:15, 16


Ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete, i.e. the first day, after seven weeks, Pentecost.

Cf.  When the day of Pentecost was fully come…they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
Acts 2:1, 4
2. A New Creation:
II Cor. 5:17, NKJV

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation…behold, all things have become new.

3. A New Church Gathering Day, no more a gathering in a synagogue on a Sabbath day!
Acts 20:7 And upon the first day of the week…the disciples came together to break bread…

This day the Lord for sinners slain In might victorious rose again:


O Jesus, may we raisèd be From death of sin to life in Thee! 
William W. How
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 495

1. Number in God’s sight is very important. 
· We are told that our days before God are numbered. 
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. (Psa. 90:12)
· We are also told that Are not two sparrows sold for two farthings and not one of them is forgotten before God? But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many sparrows. (Lk. 12:6, 7 cf. Mt. 10:29, 31)

The first fact tells us that nothing happens to us by accident and when it is time for God to remove us from this earth to meet Him we just have to go, as so many have done so in all sorts of circumstances. What we need to heed is that we live out our lives wisely so that no matter when or how we go to meet Him we may always be prepared to meet our God.
The second fact assures us that God knows everything that happens to us. When a strand of hair drops from our head, He knows. When a sparrow drops to the ground He knows.

When any one drops dead, He knows. Are you prepared to meet your God (Amos 4:12)? 

Are you prepared to stand on His promises to preserve you (Heb. 6:17-19)?  
REFLECT

2. Today is Sunday, July 27th (27.07.14). On 17th July (7th month) the world (especially Malaysia) was in shock to learn that their commercial airliner allegedly was shot down in mid-air over the conflict zone in Ukraine territory and 298 crew and passengers lost their lives.  MAS Flight MH17 was operated with a Boeing 777-2H6ER engine. It was the 84(7x12)th  Boeing 777 produced. It first flew on 17.7.1997 [exactly 14 (7x2) years earlier) and was delivered new to Malaysia Airlines on 29.7.1997. [Source: Wikipedia on Ask.com] This incident happened about 5 months after the mysterious disappearance of another MAS airliner flight MH307.

[At this point, may we all pray that God be Gracious to comfort all families and friends who have lost their loved ones in the two tragic flights to lead them on in the days that ahead.]
7 is regarded to be a number of great biblical significance. See Rumination above. 

Yet today many in the world believe the number to be a bad omen because of its coincidental appearance in the tragic disappearance of the planes and their passengers in the fore-mentioned incidents above. Was it a Coincidence or was it by Chance that the number Seven surfaced so ominously in the two MAS flight incidents? How do you react to this number?

Numbers are very important in Scripture. Great Bible Commentators have even spent their life-time studying the significance of these numbers. Without any hesitation one can easily see that 40 (forty) is a number of test and probation as it appears so significantly in the history of Mankind when it rained 40 days and 40 nights; likewise Israel had to wander in the wilderness for 40 years because of their unbelief; and Jesus was tempted and tested for 40 days. 
Six is the number of Man who was created on the sixth day of creation. 

666 is Man at his worst, the Anti-Christ himself: (Rev. 13:18) 

Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six [i.e. 666]
Seven is no exception to this too. It is a very exceptional number as can be seen in the Rumination. 

Seven is the number of completion and perfection. 
Today we live in a stressful and confused world. Many of us are at sixes and sevens. 

God has promised: 
He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee. (Job. 5:19)
He has also promised: Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: 
because he trusteth in Thee. (Isa. 26:3)
Are you fearful of certain numbers, for instance, SEVEN because of the recent happenings? 
Of SIX because of its association with Anti-Christ or THIRTEEN because of its link with the world’s idea of bad luck, or for all that matters, any number? 

Trust God Who has numbered your days and all in His possession. Let not your fears overcome you whatever form they may take.  Just Commit your life to him. Can you do that?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 

Are you at sixes and sevens today? God promises He will deliver you from them. Job 5:19
