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The Theme:  
The Lord’s Eleven
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
The eleven…Jesus had appointed them. 
Mt. 28:16
The Thots: 
Intro.:  Depending on which time zone you are in, today or tomorrow (July 14) sees 

the Final of the World Cup Soccer Competition being played out in Brazil.
The Lord also has His own “Football” team, as follows:
A. The Composition of the Team – their Manager and Members.
1. Their Manager and non-playing Captain – Jesus.
Heb. 2:10 
For it became Him…to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 

2. Their Members: Eleven players and a reserve = “the Twelve”

Now the names of the twelve apostles are these.
Matt. 10:2, see #B
B. The Call of the Twelve – their Members.
Matt. 10:2-4
Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: Simon Peter, Andrew, John, Philip, 
Bartholomew; Thomas, Matthew, James, Lebbaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon, Judas Iscariot.
C. The Commission of the Twelve – their Mandate.
Matt. 10:5, 6
These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, 
and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

D. The Competitions the Twelve Took part in – their Ministries.
Mt. 10:7-15
And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,
raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give…
E. The Conduct of the Twelve – their Manner of living.
1. Judas played Foul and was “Red-carded”.
Jn. 13:21, 30
Jesus…testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray Me

He [Judas] then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was night. 

2. Peter Failed to play to expectations; He was Brought Back to the Bench.
Mk. 14:66-72
And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, 
Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny Me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept.

3. The Manager Himself was not Fairly treated by the referee, He too and was ordered out.
Mk. 15:20
Then delivered he [Pilate] Him [Jesus]…to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led Him away. Jn. 19:16
Seemly the Team “lost”!
F. A New Team of Eleven Called and Commissioned – a new Management.
1. Jesus Founded a new Team haven risen again from the dust.
He was buried and He rose again: He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.
Mt. 28:6
2. The Formation of the new Team (The Eleven) and the “Fans Club” (the Church).
Lk. 24:9, 33
[They] returned from the sepulchre, and told…the eleven, and to all the rest

They…returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them.
3. The Formalisation of the new Team – The Eleven and the “Fans Club” - the Church.

a. Their Founder: Jesus Christ Himself…the chief corner stone. 
Eph. 2:20b

b. Their Foundation – The Eleven: the foundation of the apostles and prophets
Eph. 2:20a

The Team…

i. Included Thomas who Doubted but later was Reassured,
Jn. 20:24-29
ii. Included Peter who Denied Christ but later was Restored.
Jn. 21:15-17
iii. Excluded Judas who Deceived the team and later was Replaced.
Acts 1:23-26
c. Their Fellowship – fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; Eph. 2:19
d. The Formation of the New Team – The Eleven and the “Fans Club” (Church)
i. At Pentecost the Spirit descended and Filled the Eleven and the Rest.
Acts 2:1-4
ii. Peter was the First to touch the ball and pass it to the others.
Acts 2:14
But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said… 

iii. The Fan Club increased in number.
Acts 2:47

And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
G. A Celebration of the new Team regularly of their Manager.
I Cor. 11:26, NKJV

1. In a Memorable Celebration – to celebrate the Victory of the Church’s Manager.
I Cor. 15:55
O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?
2. In a Memorial Proclamation – to celebrate the Victor and keep Him in Mind always.
As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 

Captain of Thine enlisted host, Display Thy glorious banner high;
The summons send from coast to coast, And call a numerous army nigh.

A solemn jubilee proclaim Proclaim the great Sabbatic day;

Assert the glories of Thy name; Spoil Satan of his wished-for prey. 
Christopher Batty
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
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1. What is your Goal in life?
Wise King Solomon, who had experienced all the good and bad things in life living in this world, summed up his experiences as Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity. What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun? (Eccl. 1:2, 3)

Elijah was very zealous for the Lord but in the face of his arch-enemy Jezebel, he faltered…
I Kgs. 19:4, 10, 14
and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers….And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; 
and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

Jonah was frustrated with God’s love and grace to save the people of Nineveh so much so that he said:
Jon. 4:3

Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live. 
Contrast Paul who said:
Phil. 1:20:21

According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
And again:
Phil. 3:13, 14, ASV
Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid hold: but one thing I do, forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before,
I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Towards the end of his life, he could say:
II Tim. 4:7, 8

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to me only, but also to all them that have loved his appearing.

Consider the missions in life and death of the above saints of God. 

You are contesting against a world that crucified your Lord and is against Him and His people. And you are one of them. 

How will you confront the world? What is your Goal and Mission in Life? 
REFLECT
2. On Sunday, depending on where one is (if you are a football fan and addict in Malaysia and Singapore) it is likely that you will be up before dawn and glue your eyes to the TV set to watch the outcome of the match between Holland (Netherlands) and Brazil. 

Will you be going to the Lord’s Supper after this? 
Will you be prepared and alert for the remembrance of the Captain of your salvation?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: Aim for Gold with a Goal to Glorify God in life. 
(Eccl. 12:13)
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

