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The Theme:  
The Sinful Durian
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The Text: 
Thorns also and Thistles shall it bring forth to thee.
Gen. 3:18
The Thots: 
Intro. :  In my country, it is now the season for “durians”. "Durian" – lit. a thorny fruit - is known as the First (“king”) of Fruits. It is both Famous for its Flavour and infamous for its Olfactory Odour. It has the Pretentious claim of having the Pure taste of heaven and the Pong of hell. Such is its Paradoxical “Prestige” that it can either drive a person, who cannot stand its smell, crazy to run miles away from its Presence or make another, who loves it, insane to drive miles just to Purchase it. If there is any fruit that can lend truth to the Maxim that one Man's Meat is another Man's Poison, the durian is it! Let us learn some lessons from it.
A. The Durian is a Thorny Fruit, Compare The Curse of Sin on Man.
When God created the vegetation in Paradise it could be Presumed that the durian then had no thorns.
1. All God created were Perfect, and He was satisfied.
Gen. 1:3


And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good.
2. But, Adam, and hence All who followed him, disobeyed God and sinned against Him.
Rom. 5:12
By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned.
3. Thus both Creation and Creatures were Cursed and Thorns appeared.
Gen. 3:18 Thorns also and Thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field. 

For we know that the whole creation groaneth and Travaileth in pain together until now. 
Rom. 8:22
4. The Connection of thorns with the Curse (Penalty) of Sin.

a. The LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed…
Gen. 3:14 
b.  And unto Adam He said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, 
and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: 
cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
Gen. 3:17
Also:
c. Upon the land of My people shall come up thorns and briers.
  Isa. 32:13; 34:13
d. Thorns shall be in their tabernacles…for the multitude of thine iniquity.
Hos. 9:6, 7
e. The sin of Israel…the thorn and the thistle shall come up on their altars…
Hos. 10:8
B. The Durian is noted as the king of Fruits, Compare Christ Crowned with Thorns.
Matt. 27:29 

And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand: 
and they bowed the knee before Him, and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!

1. Soon He would be sent to the Cross to be Crucified.
Mt. 27:31
And after that they had mocked Him…led Him away to crucify Him.

2. Hanging on the Cross, Jesus would be bearing Man’s Curse of Sin:
Gal. 3:13

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 

for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 
C. The Durian has the Smell of Hell or the Taste of Heaven.
1. Compare the two Choices before Man – the narrow way and the broad way:
Mt. 7:13, 14
a. Enter ye in at the strait gate… Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

b. Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 

2. Compare the two Destinies after Death.
Lk. 6:22, 23-26
a. It came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: [Heaven]
b. The rich man also died, and was buried; And in Hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
c. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.
d. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
e. And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us that would come from thence.
3. Description of the two Destinations:
a. Hell, where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
Mk. 9:43, 44

b. Heaven: ... a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
Rev. 21:3-4
D. The Durian Feast – It is Common for durian lovers to Come together for a feast.
Compare those who love Christ who come together to feast at His Supper and to Remember Him. 

Sweet feast of love divine! ’Tis grace that makes us free


To feed upon this bread and wine, In memory, Lord, of Thee.

E. Denny
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK:
R. 492
1. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
God gave Paul a thorn in the flesh. What it was no one is sure but in all probability it was some physical pain that became a problem to him. In not revealing what the problem was, it could be applied to any problem that a person may be called upon to bear! In Paul’s case it was given to keep him from pride especially in his very special position of ministry for the Lord. The Lord even gave permission for Satan to “buffet” him (Remember Job?) lest he became exalted above measure. This burden on him was the Lord’s way to balance His blessings: And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 
He indeed was suffering and in pain. He pleaded to the Lord to remove it (Remember Job?) three times. God did not give him what he asked for, but He answered his prayer by providing him with sufficient grace to bear it and to go through with it so that ultimately through such hardships he might be transformed into what the Lord wanted him to be:
For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Indeed again we are impressed with his submission to God’s will and time. And what was a pain became a “pleasure” as he matured in and through the tests that befell him. He realised that what he went through was for his own good and greater blessing to come. 
He saw God’s perspective and plans for him: Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.
To summarise, if you indeed have a thorn in the flesh as allowed by the Lord, 


then remember His Promises…

(1) Of the Presence of His Person with you always – He cannot change: 
Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. (Matt. 28:20)
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. (Heb. 13:8)
(1) Of His Provision of grace to Perfect you: (II Cor. 12:9)

My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness.
(2) Of His Pledge not to Pressure (test) you above that you can endure:
(I Cor. 10:13)
There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 
Are you going through a period of experiencing a thorn in your flesh? 
How are you reacting and responding to it?
REFLECT 
2. Just as you would not like a thorn in your flesh, do not be a thorn in someone’s side. 
This latter idiomatic expression means that you are a constant bother or annoyance to someone or someone or something is causing trouble or making life difficult for you.
In such circumstances, one does well to take heed to the many biblical “one another” exhortations. A few of them are: 

· A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; 

as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
(Jn. 13:34 cf.13:35; 15:12, 17)

· Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; 
In honour preferring one another. (Rom. 12:10)

· Be of the same mind one toward another. 
(Rom. 12:16 cf. 13:8; 14:13, 19; 15:5, 7, 14, etc.)
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: Be a Rose among Thorns (Friendly and Forgiving even when provoked), 

  Not a Thorn among Roses, not being Fiendish to your Friends.
