R489 - Rumination for June 15, 2014    (A Father’s Day Rumination)
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  
A Headless Chicken and A Sinful Son
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 

and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 
Lk. 15:21
The Thots: 



Intro.: *The Headless Chicken, i.e. A Chicken with its Head Chopped off.
*See Reflections below.


A Headless Chicken can still Stray all over the place though its life blood has been Shed.

A. A Chicken with its head Chopped off can be likened…
1. …To a Sinner without a Saviour!

a. It gives a Semblance of living that it is alive and can walk about but it is Sans life.
Eph. 2:1, 2
Cf. the Sinner: You…who were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked…
b. It is just waiting for the time to fall down dead and be “Sentenced” in judgment, i.e. to really die!


Behold, all souls are mine…the soul that sinneth, it shall die.
Eze. 18:4 cf. Rom. 6:23
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead.  
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
Rev. 20:13, 14
2. …To a Sense-less Sheep without a Shepherd.
Isa. 53:6a, NKJV
Cf. All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way.

a. Sinners are also portrayed as Strayed (lost) Sheep without a Shepherd.

Cf. Lk. 15:4

i. Without a Shepherd, they Scatter all over…leaveth the sheep, and fleeth…
Jn. 10:12a

ii. As Such, they Stray without Sense of direction – …and scattereth the sheep.
Jn. 10:12c

iii. Left to their own Selves, they cannot Save themselves – …and the wolf catcheth them.
Jn. 10:12b
b. Sinners need a Saviour-Shepherd from Sin – for the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Isa. 53:6b
i. Jesus is the Good Shepherd; the good Shepherd giveth His life for the Sheep.
Jn. 10:11

ii. Even if there were one lost Sheep, He would go out to Search for it and bring it home! 
Lk. 15:4, 5

…if he lose…go after that which is lost…when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

iii. He is the Good Shepherd and know My Sheep, and am known of Mine.
Jn. 10:14

3. …To a Straying Son without a Father.
Lk. 15:21
The son said…Father, I have sinned…in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 
a. The Father had given the son his own Way and he Went astray.
Lk. 15:13
b. The Son Wasted his substance with riotous living… (and) living with harlots
Lk. 15:13, 14, 30

c. Finally good Sense returned to the Son’s head, he Repented and headed back for home.  Lk. 15:17-21

He said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants…
d. And the Son was Restored to the Father – he had back his Head!
Lk. 15:22-24
But the father said to his servants, Bring Forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his Feet: And bring hither the Fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is Found. And they began to be merry.

4. …To a Family without a Father as Head.

a. When the Husband is not the Head in the family and the wife is not submitting.
Eph. 5:22, 23a

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church.
b. When the Husband and wife are not Honoured and obeyed by their children. 
Eph. 6:1, 2a
Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother… 

5. …To a Church without Christ as Head, and Honour not given to the Heavenly Father.
They have been Substituted by a Human Head and an earthly “Holy Father”.  
Eph. 5:23; Col. 1:18
Christ is the Head of the church…And as Head, in all things He might have the pre-eminence.  
Call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 
Mt. 23:9
· The Headless Chicken need to Head back to God and Christ and acknowledge Them as Father and Head 
giving them the pre-eminence and reverence in all things, for holy and reverend is His name. Psa. 111:9
B. However, for our Specific purpose on this Lord’s Day (and Father’s Day),
1. Let us bring forth our Sacrifice of Spikenard and worship our Heavenly Father.
Jn. 4:23 
The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: 
2. Let us acknowledge Son as the Head Seated at the Table.
a. While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof. 
S.S. 1:12
b. Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 

and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 
Jn. 12:3
From the table now retiring Which for us the Lord hath spread,

May our souls, refreshment finding, Grow in all things like our Head.

His example while beholding May our lives His image bear;

Him our Lord and Master calling, His commands may we revere.

Love to God and man displaying, Walking steadfast in His way,

Joy attend us in believing, Peace from God, through endless day. 
John Rowe
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 489
1. In his book, The Headless Chicken and the Spark, Alvin Ung with his co-authors, 

RFS Maria, A.Gurunathan, AR Alwi, copyright © 2014 Ministry of International Trade and Industry wrote in the introduction:

These two metaphors, which make up the book’s title, seem unrelated. But they make sense when we tell you the MITI story.
At MITI, we sometimes find ourselves going from crisis to crisis, fighting fire after fire that flare up from external pressures and organisational challenges. Caught in the flurry of activity, we move from deadline to deadline with little time to stop; we do not question whether there is a more effective way to get things done. To improve, and to focus on the more important aspects of strategy and policy. In this state of flux, exacerbated by a sense of helplessness, it’s easy for relationships to fray at the seams.

That was where we found ourselves in 2011: we felt like headless chickens. And we told ourselves that this situation could not – must not – continue. We were looking for that spark.

We needed a creative spark to make meaning of what we were doing. This spark would bring back the fire in our bellies. Give us renewed energy. Rebuild the frayed bonds. And above all, help each of us rekindle meaning and purpose in our work….
Do you think that in your service for the Lord, sometimes the moniker A Headless Chicken can be aptly used to describe you? Perhaps you may even have arrived at the stage where you are so desperate and exasperated that you feel like giving up because of the lack of fruits to encourage you in your ministry for the Lord?

Sometimes we may be even like the Jews who insisted on their ways to the extent that they refused the One Who came to rescue them. As the Lord Himself had said:

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!  (Matt. 23:37; Lk. 13:34)
The Lord had treated them as their chickens and would have gathered them under His wings as a hen her chicks, to shelter them from danger but they would not. 
Is it not time on this Father’s Day therefore to give back the Lord His rightful place as the Head of the Church and as the Head of your life and to give Him the pre-eminence and the obedience in all things?
REFLECT
2. The Spark 

Perhaps, as a father or as a son or as a daughter, you too need a spark to rekindle the diminishing light in your life and put back the sparkle (and the smile) in your Christian walk. You have not been reading God’s Word nor consulting His Will to discover His Ways for some time now. You are just striving to do your human best to make a success of your life, of your relationship with your beloved family members, relatives, colleagues, friends and others AND with God. And it has been very disappointing!
Perhaps this Father’s Day will be a good time to return to the Father to have His Spirit rekindle that spark in your life for you again.

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. (Gal. 5:16)
Remember: Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 
Psa. 119:105


Then spake Jesus…, I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me 

shall not in darkness, but shall have the light of life. Jn. 8:12.
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: 
This Father’s Day let the Spirit Fire that Spark in your life and head back to your Heavenly Father (and earthly Father as well) and to your Family. Be no more a Headless Chicken.
