R488 - Rumination for June 08, 2014   (Father’s Day Rumination)   
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  
The Father Loves his Son
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  
This is My Beloved Son
Mt. 3:17
The Thots: 



Intro.: The love for the children is often linked to the mother – that, she loves them and they love her. 
Infrequently is love for the children linked to the father. 
But in Scripture, we read of a few famous cases where fathers loved their sons. Consider therefore:
A. Abraham’s love for his son, Isaac. 
Gen. 22:2  
And He [God]said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, 
…and offer him… for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.
1. The Father’s love for the Son Stated – thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest
2. The Father tested to Sacrifice the Son for the love of God – offer him… a burnt offering
3. The Father’s Success in the test and the Son was Substituted – 
Gen. 22:11-13
And the angel…said, Abraham, Abraham…Lay not thine hand upon the lad…for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.  And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
· A Father loved his son, but loved God more to do what He commanded him. And God provided for him.
B. Jacob’s love for his son, Joseph.
Gen. 37:3
Now Israel [Jacob] loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: 
and he made him a coat of many colours. 

1. The Father Favoured this son over his other sons – Israel loved Joseph more than all his children
2. The Father’s (un)Fair treatment of his children Just led to Jealousy among them –
Gen. 37:4
When his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, 
they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.
3. Finally God had to take over (though all parties had to suffer) and all Finished well.
Joseph, the Godly son Gave all Glory to God, thus:

a. God did send me before you to preserve life.
45:5
b. God sent me before you to preserve a posterity.
45:7
c. So now it was not you that sent me here, but God…
45:8
d. God hath made me lord of all Egypt…
45:9
· Surrender your Son’s future to God and He will take care of all his, and your Future.  Cf. I Sam. 1:28
C. The Lord’s Love for David’s Son, Solomon.
II Sam. 12:24 
And David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in unto her, and lay with her: 

and she bare a son, and he called his name Solomon: and the LORD loved him.
1. David had Committed a grievous sin of adultery and murder. 
12:9-12
2. David Confessed and was punished: the Child of his sin died! 
12:13-23 cf. Psa. 51
3. Later, David Comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in unto her, and lay with her: 


and she bare a son, and he Called his name Solomon: and the LORD loved him.
a. David tested God’s Grace to Give back his first child – God did not!
12:22
And he said, while the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 

Who can tell whether God will be gracious to me, that the child may live?
b. God was Gracious to him later to Grant him Solomon, and the Lord loved him!  
12:24
c. David was still the man after God’s own heart and God named Solomon: Jedidiah
12:25
God loved Jedidiah = Beloved of Jah (Jehovah).
Cf. God loved David, a man after His own heart. David = Beloved.
Acts 13:22
And God loved His own Son: This is My Beloved Son, in Whom I am well-pleased.
Mt. 3:17
· God to the praise of the Glory of His Grace…hath made us [who were before sinners]
accepted in the Beloved!
Eph. 1:6
D. God’s love for His Son, Jesus.
Matt. 3:17 
1. God loved His Son and thrice Said So:
Mt. 3:17; 17:5; II Pet. 1:17

· Lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
 
· Behold a voice out of the cloud…This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

· There came…a voice…from the excellent glory, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
2. Even then, God Spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all…
Rom. 8:32
3. For God So loved the world that He gave (Sent) His only Begotten Son that whosoever 
Believeth in im should not perish but have everlasting life.
hhHim should not perish but have everlasting life.H
Jn. 3:16

4. To Show how much He Loved us.
Rom. 5:8
God commendeth His love toward us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
· Let us this day remember God, the Father Who Loved us and Gave us His Son.
O holy Father, who in tender love Didst give Thine only Son for us to die,

The while He pleads at Thy right hand above, We in one Spirit now with faith draw nigh,

And, as we eat this bread and drink this wine, Plead His once offered sacrifice divine.

E.H. Bickersteth
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 488

1. There are three fathers in the Bible who favoured their sons to the extent that they either led themselves to suffer at their hands or left them to make a mess of their lives.
Consider Jacob who favoured his son Joseph and gave him a coat of many colours as a sign of his special favour bestowed on him and which led to the siblings’ envy and their plot to kill him. Joseph was sold as slave and suffered much until God’s Grace took over and he triumphed over all odds to become the prime minister of Egypt as God’s designated saviour to preserve the nation of Israel. 
The father’s favouritism for his son and unequal treatment of his siblings was indeed not right.

Consider another father, David, who loved his handsome son, Absalom (II Sam. 14:25), to such an extent that the father believed that his son could do no wrong even when he took out a group to rebel against the father’s reign (15:6b, 12). As a result the father had to flee from him (15:14) until Joab slew him when Absalom was hanged by the very beautiful long hair he took pride in (18:9, 14-17). Even in death, Absalom was still the very beloved of David: He said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!” (18:33) 
Of course the prodigal son’s father is no stranger to all of us. The father gave his son what seemingly he was entitled to without first founding him and preparing him for the lessons of life outside. It was no surprise therefore that he soon fell foul of the world’s wiles and vices and found himself living worse than the pig in the sty. But it was good that through divine grace he came to his senses and returned to his father in repentance. And with an ever-forgiving father he was restored.
On this Father’s Day, how do you rate yourself as a father and how do you relate to your children?

And as a son or daughter of your father (if he is still living), how do you relate to him?

To both Father and Child Love each other righteously! Blessed Father’s Day!
REFLECT
2. Read the following comments by John G Butler in his Analytical Bible Expositor (Josh – II Sam.) on God loving Solomon even though Solomon was the son born from an initial immoral wedlock. 

The Couples in the Comforting (II Samuel 12:24)

"David comforted Bathsheba his wife" (12:24). David could have berated and blamed Bathsheba for all his troubles. But he would have been hypocritical and such behavior would have added to their problems instead of lessening them. Husbands and wives who have made a mess of their lives through immorality with each other before marriage need to take note here. You have treated each other in an unholy way in the past; now treat each other in a holy way in the present. "Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you" (Ephesians 4:32).

The Child From the Comforting

"David... went in unto her... she bare a son... called his name Solomon; and the Lord loved him …and called his name Jedidiah, because of the Lord" (II Samuel 12:24, 25).

• The arrival of the child. "She bare a son." This certainly shows the grace of God…(James 5:11).

• The affection for the child. "The Lord loved him" (II Samuel 12:24). This amazes some but it shouldn't. All of us are loved of God (…John 3:16), and there is nothing in any of us to make us loveable to God. This love demonstrates that we are loved because "God is love" (I John 4:8).

• The appellation of the child. "He called his name Solomon...; and he called his name Jedidiah, because of the Lord" The name "Jedidiah" was not given to change the child's name from Solomon to Jedidiah, but it was more of a message that God loved the child. "Jedidiah" comes from the same root word as David and means "beloved of the Lord."

• The argument about the child. "She bare a son, and he called his name Solomon; and the Lord loved him" (II Samuel 12:24). Some will say that if David had not sinned there would have been no Solomon. Such a statement is not true, and turns "the grace of our God into lasciviousness" (Jude 1:4), and says God has to use evil to do good. If God can bring a Solomon out of a sinful situation, how much more is God capable to bring a Solomon out of a sanctified situation. If David had not sinned there would have been a better Solomon. Sin never increases blessing; it only diminishes blessings.
How could God love Solomon, bless David to be what he was, and make Solomon the wisest king on earth when Solomon was the offspring of such a relationship between David and Bathsheba? What do you think of this God Who is your Father and how should you react as a father to your prodigal son if you happen to have such a son or for that matter a prodigal daughter? 

Perhaps you yourself may be a prodigal son/daughter how would you relate to your father on this Father’s Day?

REFLECT
Points to Ponder: Seize the opportunity to tell your dad that you love him today and every day that follows, and dad tell your children you love them too. Above all, all of you tell your Heavenly Father.

