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The Theme:  
No Temple in Heaven
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The Text: 
And I saw no temple therein.
Rev. 21:22
The Thots: 
Intro.: The Prototype of the Temple was the Tabernacle.

A. The Tabernacle in the Wilderness.
1. Its Concept – it was God’s Dwelling place.
Exo. 25:8

Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.

2. Its Compartments and Contents:
a. The Holy of Holies/The Most Holy – only the High Priest could enter it on Atonement Day. Exo. 26:34
[Into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood…
Cf. Heb. 9:7]
Thou shalt put the mercy seat upon the ark of the testimony in the most holy place.
i. The Mercy Seat – where God’s Shekinah Glory was Seated.
ii. The Ark of the Covenant/Testimony – where the Tablets of the Law, the Pot of Manna 

and Aaron’s rod that budded were kept.
Heb. 9:4
b. The Veil – separating the Holy of Holies from The Holy Place.
Exo. 26:33
And thou shalt hang up the veil…and the veil shall divide…between the holy place and the most holy.
c. The Holy Place – where the Priests Ministered.
Exo. 40:24-26
And he put the table [of showbread] in the tent of the congregation [Holy Place]….

And he put the candlestick [lampstand]…over against the table, on the side of the tabernacle southward… he put the golden altar in the tent of the congregation before the veil…
i. The Table of Shewbread – twelve loaves of bread arranged in two rows were placed on it.
ii. The Golden Lampstand – the only light source in the Tabernacle.
iii. The Golden Altar of Incense – its incense was unique in its composition.
Exo. 30:37, 38
d. The Outer Court –
Exo. 40:6-8

And thou shalt set the altar of the burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle…


And thou shalt set the laver between the tent of the congregation and the altar…


And thou shalt set up the court round about, and hang up the hanging at the court gate.
i. The Altar of the Burnt Offering - where the animals were sacrificed in the Outer Court.
ii. The Brazen Laver – where the priests washed their hands and feet before entering the Holy Place.
3. Its Conveyed Picture – a type of the coming Jesus.
See #B below.
B. The Tabernacle and the Word in the World.

1. Jesus was the Word and He became the Living Tabernacle.
Jn. 1:1, 14, NIV
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The Word became flesh and made His dwelling [lit. tabernacled] among us.
[dwelling (Gk. skenoo) = to tent or encamp, i.e. to reside (as God did in the Tabernacle of old…)] Strong
2. His Body was the Living Temple.
Jn. 2:19-21

Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

…But He spake of the temple of His body.

3. His Flesh was the Veil in the Temple that was Torn opening up a Living Way.
Heb. 10:20
As long as He did not die and rise again, He could not provide the way into God’s Presence!

Thus, when Jesus cried, “It is finished” (Jn. 19:30) and said, Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit…” (Lk. 23:46), He yielded up the ghost (His spirit, NIV)...And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; (Mt. 27:50, 51), thus, signifying the way into God’s Presence was now made manifest (ct. Heb. 9: 8) and there is now a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh (Heb. 10:20).
C. No Temple in Heaven.
  
1. There will be no Temple there. 
[Jesus, the Living Temple is now there.] Rev. 21:22
And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.
2. There will be no Night there.  
[Ct. No more The Holy of Holies]
Rev. 22:5

There shall be no night there… for the Lord God giveth them light…
Note: In the Holy of Holies, there was no light there except for the cloud of the LORD…

upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel.  Exo. 40:38
In heaven, God’s Glory is the Light that lights up the whole heaven.
3. There will be no Lamp there.  
[Ct. No more The Holy Place]
Note: in the Holy Place, there was the Golden Lampstand/Candlestick. In heaven, they need no candle.

4. There will be no Sun there,
[Ct. No more The Outer Court]


They need….neither light of the sun

Note: In the Outer Court, they needed the sun to offer the sacrifices. In Heaven, they need no more sun! 
In Heaven, John saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.
For now, let us gather round The Table on which is laid the Bread symbol of that Body that was made flesh for us to bear our sins in His own Body that He might dwell [tabernacle] among us and we with Him.

For the bread, which Thou hast broken; For the wine, which Thou hast poured;

For the words, which Thou hast spoken— Now we give Thee thanks, O Lord.  C. J. Dickinson

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 486
1. While Christ, Who was the Living Tabernacle/Temple when He was on earth, is now in Heaven to be the Temple there [for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it, Rev. 21:22], 
He has left behind as witnesses on this earth His local Churches and the Christians as temples to witness to His Holiness and Glory just as the earthly tabernacle and temple did in the wilderness and in Jerusalem. 
The Local Church on earth is now His temple:
I Cor. 3:16, 17, NIV
Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?

If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, 

and you are that temple.

This is a reference to the Lord’s local church comprising of His believers [note the plural number – you yourselves) in a locality as: “The church of God which is at Corinth to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints” (I Cor. 1:2).
These assemblies of believers are the church of God and the temple of God. They (them that are sanctified and called…saints) refer to believers who have believed in Christ Jesus. They do not refer to buildings where these saints gather in. As saints (holy ones) they are called to be holy as God is holy (I Pet. 1:16). Hence, when they are gathered together they do so corporately to witness to the holiness and glory of God. 
The world, with its fleshly lusts, seeks ever to defile the church (the believers that make up it) with corrupt doctrines and practices. In this way, it gets to defile the church and destroy its testimony. It is no more a place of Spirit-led, Bible-based, Christ-Centred and God-Glorifying worship where spiritual sacrifices of praise are offered and where the Lord is served according to His Word. 

Worldliness has crept into the church! And as someone has said, “you go into the church, you find the world, and you go into the world, you find the church”. Is your church a temple?
REFLECT.
2. The Christian’s Body is also His Temple:
I Cor. 6:19, 20, NIV

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 

which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: 

therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

​The individual Christian’s body [note the singular number – your body] is also a temple. It is the Temple of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit sealed him and made His dwelling there when he first believed in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:13). Therefore, this body must ever be kept holy and undefiled because it no more belongs to him as he was bought with a price (I Pet. 1:18, 19). He needs therefore to glorify God in his body as He dwells in him. 
Things that can easily corrupt and defile the body today are fornication (sexual immorality) and youthful lusts of the eyes and of the flesh. And we are exhorted to Flee from these and not even to Fight them, as Joseph did when he fled from Potiphar’s wife:

And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled and got out. (Gen. 39:12)
Let us pay heed to these exhortations and keep our temples undefiled, holy for God’s use and glory:

(1 Thes. 4:3-5, NKJV): For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honour, not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God. 
See also II Tim. 2:22 and I Tim. 6:11, 12.
To ensure that the temple of your body is kept pure and holy, Paul says,
(Rom. 12:1, 2)

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. [worship]
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

How do these great spiritual precepts and concepts speak to you that the Church you belong to and the body you live in are actually the dwellings of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit?

What are the things you will do or need to do to ensure that these temples are always kept holy and not defiled in any way? How can they be defiled?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: 

That my body is the temple of the living God is Mystifying and Mind-boggling!
