R484 - Rumination for May 11, 2014  
(Mothers’ Day Rumination)
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  
Mary, the Mother of Jesus
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, 

and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.
Acts 1:14
The Thots: 
Intro: Mary the mother of Jesus occurs only once in the Bible. 
Acts 1:14 (KJV)


Cp. Mary, His mother (Matt. 2:11, Lk. 2:34) or His mother, Mary (Matt. 1:18)


A. Mary’s Pregnancy.

1. Mary was Pregnant.
Mt. 1:18a, c


Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise…she was found with Child of the Holy Ghost.
2. Mary was Pure.
Mt. 1:18b, 20
When as His mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together…


Behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave Him the name Jesus. Mt. 1:25, NIV
3. Mary fulfilled Prophecy.
Mt. 1:22, 23
Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
4. Mary’s Place in relation to Baby Jesus.
Mt. 2:11

They saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him. [not Mary!]
5. Mary full of Praise in her magnificat.
Lk. 1:46, 47
And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
6. Mary in Prediction of Suffering Sorrows in her Soul.
Lk. 2:34, 35
Simeon…said unto Mary His mother, Behold, this Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel… (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,)…
B. Mary A Parent.


1. Mary Administered her Son well in His Growing Stages.

a. He had a Balanced Programme of development.
Lk. 2:52
Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.
b. As a Boy, He followed His Parents to the temple.
Lk. 2:42, 43
When he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.

And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem.

c. He was well-Based in the Precepts of scripture.
Lk, 2:46, 47
…they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, 
and asking them questions. And all that heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers.

d. He was Brought up in a Profession.  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary…?
Mk. 6:3
2. Mary Allowed her Special Son…
a. To develop in His own time to His full Potential:
Jn. 2:4, 5

Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come.

His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.
b. To develop His in own Way with Priorities given to His Heavenly Father: 
Lk. 2:49

And He said unto them, How is it that ye sought Me? 
Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business?

3. Mary Attended to her Son right to the end.
a. She saw Jesus at the Cross when He was Crucified.
Jn. 19:25
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother…
b. Jesus saw to His mother’s Wants and Welfare.
Jn. 19:26, 27

When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, 

He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith He to the disciple, 
Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.

4. Mary At the prayer meeting was her last mention in scripture.
Acts 1:14

a. These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brethren.
b. Most probably she would also be among those who broke bread later.
Acts 2:42
i. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
ii. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 
did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart…
Acts 2:46
On this Mother’s Day may all mothers also be with one accord with other fellow-believers to be found 
with their believing husbands and children at the Lord’s Supper to break bread to remember the Lord.

My Lord, my Master, at Thy feet adoring, I see Thee bowed beneath Thy load of woe;

For me, a sinner, is Thy life blood pouring; For Thee, my Savior, scarce my tears will flow.


Jacques Bridaine
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. A Mother faces many challenges in bringing up her children today. If she is a career woman the problem escalates. Often she returns home from work late because of her colleagues’ work culture of working overtime to keep time with the boss or to cope with the work. By the time she reaches home she has hardly any time or energy left to discharge her domestic responsibilities to the family, not to mention (if she is a Christian), to fulfil her church obligations too. What can she do and what should she do?
Employ a foreign maid and surrender the upbringing of her child to her? What kind of upbringing will the child have if the maid is not educated, not in the same religious faith she belongs to, not familiar with her ethnic culture, etc.? What will the child grow up to be?
Should she stop work and be a full-time houseperson? This will mean a limitation of income unless her husband has a sizeable salary to support the family as such or the siblings are in a position to help.

Even when the mother is a house-person at home, most probably she will have to serve full time to see to the needs of her child or children. She will have to transport him or her to school, and after that to his/her extra-curricular activities, tuition to keep up with the child’s peers in this very competitive world, and a thousand-and-one other duties related to the upkeep of a home and the family. It is not easy to be a mother! If you are one, how are you managing today? Do you still have time for the Lord?
REFLECT
2. Bringing up a child includes disciplining a child. And if you are a Christian mother, it also means disciple-ing the child in the things of God too – to love God, His Word, His House, His Work, etc. Discipline in the corporal form is frowned upon today. Recently in Sweden a Malaysian couple was sentenced to imprisonment for meting out corporal punishment to their children for failing to perform their religious duties. While the prevention of parents from abusing their children is good and should be encouraged, today not much is done to children who abuse their parents leaving them homeless and begging in the streets or staying in poorly and unkempt institutional homes and left on their own without any visits from kith and kin, etc. Of course, not all children are to be blamed for such situations. It can also be that their parents in their children’s growing years have completely neglected and even abused them and now they are “paying for their sins”. Then there is also the other side of the coin where children just do not bother and do not care for their parents. Who is to be blamed here?
In the light of the above situations, consider too the biblical counsel given to parents and children as listed below. How do you balance them with modern ways of disciplining and bringing up your children?
Pro. 23:13, 14 - Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, 

he will not die. Punish him with the rod and save his soul from death.
Pro. 29:15 -
The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.
Heb. 12:5-7 -
"My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart

(NIV)
when He rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those He loves, and He punishes everyone He accepts as a son." 

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?
On this Mother’s Day what do you expect of your children? 
And as a daughter to your parents, what special devotion will you be paying especially to your own mother?
On the other hand, is this a one-day tribute or an on-going honour, love and care given to her day after day and week after week?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:  Necessity is the Mother of Invention. A Mother Needs to be Inventive to bring up her child today!

