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The Body of the Lord
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The Text: 
But a body hast Thou prepared Me.
Heb. 10:5
The Thots: 
Introduction: 
Last Lord’s Day our thoughts were focused on the Risen Christ. 


For today’s Rumination, let us meditate on His Body given for us.

A. The Physical Body of Christ
1. The Preparation of the Body.
Heb. 10:5

Wherefore when He cometh into the world, He saith…a body hast Thou prepared Me.
2. The Person in the Body.


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Jn. 1:1

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.
Jn. 1:14

Cp. God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.
II Cor. 5:19a
3. The Purpose of the Body.


We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death.
Heb. 2:9a


Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
I Pet. 2:24a

4. The Probation in the Body.
Heb. 5:7, 8

In the days of His flesh…though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered.
5. The Persecution of the Body.
Mt. 27

He was Scourged (26), Stripped (28), Scorned (29) Spit upon and Smitten (30) as our Substitute for Sin.
6. The Preservation of the Bones in His Body when He died.

Jn. 19:36

For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of Him shall not be broken.

7. The Putting of the Body into the Tomb.
a. It could not be Stolen – the Sepulchre was Sealed!

Mt. 27:59, 60 ct. 64


When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb …and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.
b. Jesus did not Swoon – He died! The reason why He was buried. 

Jn. 19:40


Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.
c. Jesus was not Substituted – He predicted it.

Mt. 28:6 cp. 21:16

He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
8. The Purity of the Body – He Died, the Body did not Decay!
Acts 2:27 cf. Psa. 16:10, NIV

Because You will not abandon Me to the grave, nor will You let Your Holy One see decay.

The angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. Mt. 28:5, 6
9. The Spiritually Physical Body of the Risen Lord.

Jn. 20:17

a. Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to My Father: but go to My brethren, and say unto them, 
       I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your God.
b. The first day of the week, when the doors were shut…came Jesus and stood in the midst…Jn. 20:19 cf. 26
10. The Promise of a Return in the same incorruptible immortal Body.

Acts 1:11

Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.
B. The Mystical Body of Jesus – the Church.
I Cor. 11:23-26
11. At His Parousia (Coming, I Thes. 4:15) His Body (the Church) will join Him, the Head.    I Thes. 4:16, 17

[…And gave Him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body.
Eph. 1:22, 23]

For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command…


and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
C. The Symbolical Body of Jesus – the Bread.
I Cor. 11:23-26
1. In the Institution of the Lord’s Supper.
11:25 cf. 20, 23

The Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread…also He took the cup…
2. In the Instructions regarding the Lord’s Supper.

11:23-26

The Lord Jesus…took bread: and when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, 

Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.


After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
Thy body, broken for my sake, My bread from Heaven shall be;
The testamental cup I take, And thus remember Thee.  
James Montgomery
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 482
1. Today there are so-called Christian groups, not to mention non-Christian ones, who do not believe that Jesus actually died and resurrected from the dead. They give various excuses for not believing in a physically dead Jesus Who literally rose again from the dead. Theories abound not to believe in the literal and physical resurrection of Jesus. 
a) His Body was Stolen! – He did not rise from the dead! 
This went back to the very days of Jesus’ burial – that His disciples would come to steal His dead body to give the appearance that He had risen from the dead:
Matt. 27:62-66

Now the next day…the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying, 
Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while He was yet alive, after three days I will rise again. Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night, and steal away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.

But consider how anyone could steal the body with the Sepulchre Sealed and Soldiers guarding it!
b) 
He Swooned after the crucifixion, but later He recovered in the cool fresh air of the tomb and walked out of the tomb!


Consider that His body was bound with spices as only the Jews would do to prepare a dead person for burial. Consider also that the sepulchre was sealed [see (a) above.]

Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, 
as the manner of the Jews is to bury.
Jn. 19:40

c) He was Substituted. Someone else was buried in His place – 


He did not die, therefore, did not rise again!


Surely Joseph of Arimathaea who took the body down from the cross and Nicodemus who helped him anoint the body of Jesus for burial could recognize that it was indeed Jesus all the way.
Jn. 19:38-40

And after this Joseph of Arimathaea…besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus…and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.

There are still other theories put forward to discredit the resurrection of Jesus. 

Paul defended the Resurrection of Christ in his well-documented treatise in I Cor. 15. 

To listen to its exposition visit my website at www.berita-bethel-ung.com 
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	A Study of I Cor. Chap. 15: Special Resurrection Sunday



How sure are you of the Resurrection of Jesus? If you are…
I Cor. 15:58

Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,

forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
REFLECT
2. The Lord took upon Himself a human body and came to earth in human flesh in order that He might take your place, be obedient unto God even to the point of death that He might bear your sins in His own body on the tree. 
Is it therefore not reasonable to expect you to reckon yourself now to be dead unto sin and alive unto Him? (Rom. 6:11) Paul said: I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me. 

Gal. 2:20
Therefore, is it not unreasonable to…:

Rom. 12:1, 2

…beseech you therefore…by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God? 

 REFLECT
Points to Ponder: Jesus lived to die; you need to die, to live.
