R481 - Rumination for Apr. 20, 2014      (Resurrection Sunday)
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  
He is Risen
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. 
Matt. 28:6
The Thots: 


THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST.
I Cor. 15:1-34
A. A Reminder
15:1-11

1. The Resurrection of Christ is Vital to the Full Gospel.
15:3, 4
…that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

And that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

a. Subtract or add to it is Anathema.  
Gal. 1:6-9
If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed [anathema].

b. To Sideline the Lord Jesus Christ is Anathema.  
I Cor. 16:22


If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema.
2. The Resurrection of Christ is Valid - it's a Factual Gospel.
15:3-11

a. Testified to by the Word – according to the scripture.
15:3, 4

b. Testified to by many Witnesses.
15:5 -7
He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: after that, He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once.
c. Testified to by the Writer.
15:8-11



Last of all He was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.
B. A Rebuff.
Some say, "There is no resurrection of the dead."
15:12-19  

1. A Rebuke.   "Do you know what you are saying?”
15:12-15

        To say there is no resurrection of the dead is to say...
Christ not risen:and if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.

a. Christ was not Raised.
 (15:12, 13) 
Consider the Facts.
 15:1-11
[See #2 above]
b. Christianity is not Reliable.
 (15:14)      
Consider your Faith

       
because IF Christ was not raised, THEN...

i. Our Preaching of Christ is Empty (vain).
15:14

ii. Your Part (Faith) in Christ is Empty.
15:14
c. A Conclusion that is Revolting.
  (15:15)  - 
Consider the Falsehood –
Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ.
i. Not only would the apostles be False Witnesses of God…
ii. They also would be Found Working against God.

2. A Repetition (with some additions).
15:16-18


"Do you know the seriousness of what you are saying?"


“if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.”
a. Your Faith is Fruitless. (vain)
15:17

b. Your Self is not Sinless.
15:17

c. The Believing Dead are Hope-less.
15:18



Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.
3. A Regret - "Then we are of all men most pitiable, if...”
15:19


a. All our hopes in Christ are confined ONLY to this life.

b. We hope ONLY in Christ without His resurrected life.

C. A Revelation.
15:20-29


"BUT NOW is Christ raised from the dead.”  A Resurrected Christ is...

1. A Pledge of a Future Resurrection. - every man in his own order
15:20-23
   

2. A Prospect of a Future Reign.
15:24-28
Then cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father;
 when He shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.

For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet.
So until then:
I Cor. 11:26

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

Hallelujah, He is risen! Death for aye hath lost his sting,

Christ, Himself the Resurrection, From the grave His own will bring:

He is risen, He is risen, Living Lord and coming King.

He is risen, He is risen, Living Lord and coming King.
Philip P. Bliss
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.

R. 481
1. The Resurrection of Christ is a Vital Foundation of, and a Vigorous Challenge, 
to our Faith in the Formation of our Christian Character. 
It poses a number of Challenges to us to have our Character Conformed to the risen Christ. 
Consider therefore the following Challenges from the Risen Christ:
If ye then be risen with Christ…

Col. 3:1-3
· Seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

· Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

Just as Christ was raised from the dead…

Rom. 6:4, NRSV
· So we too might walk in newness of life.

We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again…

· So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Rom. 6:9, 11, NRSV
Are you enjoying your Position and Privileges of being raised with Christ 
and living as one who is risen with Him?

REFLECT.
2. The Christians in the Church at Corinth had doubts concerning their future resurrection which are not dissimilar with some of the believers today. They asked:

"How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?"

15:35
Why not devote this Resurrection Day to read Paul’s answers 

and challenge to them as written in I Cor. 15:35-58?
Paul seeks to show that the nature of the resurrection body differs from what is natural, terrestrial and celestial (each has its own glory), and death and resurrection change its state and composition.



15:35-50  

As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: 
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.
He then reveals a mystery hidden from the past Old Testament saints but now revealed to those who are in Christ when and how these dead bodies in Him will be changed when He comes to raise them. 

15:51-53

Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

Hence the triumphant shout of victory.
15:54-57
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Thus, with this hope in view…

15:58
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
How will your thoughts on the Resurrection of Christ this day affect your attitude, 
actions and anticipation for this week and the days to come?
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder: He is Risen. He is not here (tomb), but He lives in and through you!
Note: For those interested in listening to the full Resurrection Message, view the powerpoint slides and notes, visit www.berita-bethel-ung.com on Tuesday.
