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The Theme:  
The Temptations and Trials of the Lord.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit…to be tempted of the devil. 
Matt. 4:1
The Thots: 
A. Abraham’s Test Anticipated Jesus’ Trials leading to His substitutionary death on the cross.
1. Abraham Put to the Test.
Gen. 22:1, 2, NIV
God tested Abraham... "Take your son, your only Son, Isaac, whom you love, and…Sacrifice him…”
2. Abraham Passed the Test.
Gen. 22:11, 12, NIV
The angel…called out, "Abraham!...Do not lay a hand on the boy…Do not do anything to him. 
Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from Me your son, your only son."

3. Abraham’s son’s Place was Taken by a ram.
Gen. 22:13

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he Saw a ram caught by its horns. 
He went over and took the ram and Sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his Son.
B. The Actual Tests Jesus went through leading to His substitutionary death on the Cross. 

1. Jesus was Tempted by the devil, Satan – Then was Jesus…tempted of the devil. 
Mt. 4:1
Satan Challenged His Status as Son of God:


a. If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.

4:3
b. If Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down…

4:6
c. All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me.

4:9
· Jesus was offered a Crown without the Cross – He need not have to die!
2. Peter Tried to stop Jesus from going to the cross.
a. Jesus had Predicted that His enemies would kill Him:
Mt. 16:21
From that time forth began Jesus to Show unto His disciples, how that He must…Suffer 
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

b. Peter with good intentions would not Permit it to be so.
Mt. 16:22
Peter…began to rebuke Him, saying, Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall not be unto Thee.
c. Peter was behaving like Satan Preventing Him from going to the cross.
Mt. 16:23
But He turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind Me, Satan: thou art an offence unto Me: 
for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.

· Jesus must go to the Cross; Peter was a Stumbling Stone in His way!
3. Jesus was Tested by God in Gethsemane.

a. It was a Case of His Will and His Father’s Will.
Mt.  26:39, 42, 44
He…Fell on His Face…saying, O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: 

Nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt. 

26:39
b. Jesus Chose God’s Will over His own Will. 
i. If this cup may not pass away from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be done.

26:42
ii. Cp. nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done.
Lk. 22:42
· He submitted to God’s Will which led Him to the cross, there was no other Way.

4. Jesus was Taunted when He was Crucified on the Cross. They Challenged His Credentials. 
Mt. 27:39-43
a. They that passed by reviled Him, wagging their heads, And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save Thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.      27:39
b. The chief priests mocking Him, with the scribes and elders: He saved others; 

Himself He cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, 
and we will believe Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now. 

if He will have Him: for He said, I am the Son of God. 

       27:40
c. One of the malefactors which were hanged railed on Him, saying, 
If thou be Christ, save Thyself and us.


Lk. 22:39
· If Jesus had come down from the Cross, He would have lost His Credentials!
5. His Final Test was when He stood alone and Finished His Mission:

a. About the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
that is to say, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?

Mt. 27:46
b. When He had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." 
With that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
Jn. 19:30, NIV
· For Him and for us, there was no One else, and no Other way!
C. Jesus’ over-All Triumph over His Trials and the Cross. The Evidence of… 
1. The Empty Tomb: Come, see the place where the Lord lay – He is not here: for He is risen…  Mat. 28:6
2. The Exultant Triumphant Cry: O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
Up from the grave He arose, With a mighty triumph o’er His foes,
He arose a victor from the dark domain, And He lives forever, with His saints to reign.

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!
 Robert Lowry
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 480
1. The KJV of the Bible does not seem to make a difference between “temptation”, which is commonly associated with the Devil and his intentions to make one evil, and tests/trials which are from God to make one godly, so that both words seem to be applicable to God and the Devil. 
Today all of us are subject to temptations, trials and tests. However, we need to know the source of each and whether we should resist such or submit to them for our good
James demonstrates the difference between the two and warns:
Jas. 1:12-16, NIV
Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test,
he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love Him.
When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, 
nor does He tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, 
he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 
and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. Don't be deceived, my dear brothers.
Paul also gives a word of counsel and comfort:
I Cor. 10:13, NIV
No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; 

He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, 

He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.


You need to pay heed to the above. You cannot run away from temptations.  
At the same time, count it a joy when you go through trials and tribulations. 
They help you develop your Christian character. 
Jas. 1:2-4, NKJV
My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that 
the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, 
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

Do you know how to react or respond when tempted or tried/tested?
REFLECT. 
2.
Jesus went through all the temptations that the Tempter with his wiles could throw at Him and He, Himself, was subjected to the tests and trials that He had to undergo as verily Man in order to be obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Jesus was Subject to Temptations so that…He Himself hath suffered being tempted, 
He is able to succour them that are tempted.
Heb. 2:18

Jesus Submitted to Trials and Tests: 

For we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have One who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 


Heb. 4:15, NRSV
What should your attitude be towards Temptations, Trials or Tests that come your way whether they come from Satan, Self or the Saviour?
REFLECT.
Yield not to temptation, for yielding is sin; Each victory will help you some other to win;

Fight manfully onward, dark passions subdue, Look ever to Jesus, He’ll carry you through.
Refrain: 
Ask the Savior to help you, Comfort, strengthen and keep you;


He is willing to aid you, He will carry you through.

Shun evil companions, bad language disdain, God’s name hold in reverence, nor take it in vain;

Be thoughtful and earnest, kindhearted and true, Look ever to Jesus, He’ll carry you through.

To him that o’ercometh, God giveth a crown; 
Through faith we shall conquer, though often cast down;

He who is our Savior our strength will renew; 

Look ever to Jesus, He’ll carry you through.
H. R. Palmer.
Points to Ponder: Surrender to the Devil’s Temptations Weakens; 


Submission to God’s Trials Strengthens.
