R479 - Rumination for Apr. 6, 2014
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The Theme:  
His Head
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The Text: 
And gave Him to be the head over all things to the church.
Eph. 1:22
The Thots: 
Intro. The Head (Gk. kephale) literally or figuratively played a very important part in the life of Christ.
A. His Head Scorned – The soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on His Head…
Jn. 19:2 
1. Pilate Surrendered the innocent Jesus (in spite of his verdict that he found no fault in this Man) to be…
a. Stripped: And they stripped Him, and put on Him a scarlet robe
Mt. 27:28
b. Scourged:
fulfilling the plowers plowed upon My back: they made long their furrows. Psa. 129:3
c. Scorned:  The Soldiers then mocked His claim as King of the Jews…
Mt. 27:29-31
When they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand:
 and they bowed the knee before Him, and mocked Him…
i. Pilate Started it. He said:
Jn. 18:39
Ye have a Custom that I should release unto you one at the passover: 
Will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews?
ii. The Soldiers Continued with it:
Jn. 19:2, 3
And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe,

And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote Him with their hands.

iii. The Superscription on the Cross Confirmed it:
Jn. 19:19-21; Lk. 23:38
Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross…JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; 
but that He said, I am King of the Jews.  Pilate answered, What I have written I have written.
d. Smitten and Spit upon: 
i. They Smote Him with their hands.
Jn. 19:3

ii. And they Spit upon Him,
Mt. 27:30a
iii. and took the reed, and Smote Him on the head, driving in deeper the thorns into His head. Mt. 27:30b
· The Head Scorned was a head crowned with Thorns, Tormented with mockery and Tortured with pain!
B. The Head Bowed. 
When He had received the drink…
Jn. 19:30 
1. He Bowed His Head – a Sign of Accomplished Obedience – 
Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
a. He Accomplished Fulfilling all scriptures concerning Him:
Jn. 19:28
Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.

i. He had Fulfilled all scriptures concerning His First coming. Thus:
Lk. 24:44

These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me.

ii. His cry, “I thirst” Followed by “It is Finished” would Fulfil another Messianic prophecy:  Psa. 22:15a
My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws. 
b. He Actually Finished what He came to do: “It is finished”
Jn. 19:30; Phil. 2:8
With His head bowed, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross
2. He Bowed His Head in Adoring Obeisance. In His Seven utterances on the cross, …
a. His First was to Call on His Father to Forgive those who did wrong to Him.
Lk. 23:34
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

b. In His Fourth and Central utterance…
Mt. 27:46
Jesus cried with a loud voice…My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?

c. His Final Cry was to Commit His Spirit back to the Father.
Jn. 19:30. NIV
Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
· The Head Bowed was a Head full of Humility and Honour for a Mission fully Accomplished.
C. The Head Wrapped. 
Jn. 20:6b, 7 
Simon Peter…seeth the linen clothes lie, and the napkin, that was about His head, 
not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.

1. Evidence of His Certain Death. Jesus must be dead for His Head to be wrapped: (He did not Swoon!)
a. Nicodemus, as with Jewish customs then, Wrapped His body and head with spices to embalm them.
Nicodemus... took…the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, 
as the manner of the Jews is to bury.
Jn. 19:39, 40
b. And Joseph Wound His body with linen cloth to bury Him.
Mt. 27:59, 60

When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb,
2. Evidence of Certain Resurrection: (His body was not Stolen!)
Jn. 20:6, 7 cf. Mt. 27:64
Simon Peter…seeth the linen clothes lie, and the napkin, that was about His head, 
not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.
a. The linen Clothes just Collapsed flat as if the body and head had passed through them!
b. He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
Mt. 28:6
· The Head Wrapped pointed to His Death and the collapsed Wrappings to His Resurrection! Halleluiah!
O sacred head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded With thorns, Thine only crown;
O sacred head, what glory! What bliss, till now was Thine!

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine.        Bernard of Clairvaux
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1. The Head Crowned. 
Rev. 14:14
I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, 

having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

It is noteworthy that after Pilate had interviewed Jesus in the Judgment Hall he came out 
to announce his findings to the Jewish crowd of priests, scribes and the people looking on:

· Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them,

Behold, I bring Him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in Him. 
Jn. 19:4

· Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. 

And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!
Jn. 19:5

· And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: 

and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!
Jn. 19:14

This Man Who was rejected by the People as their King…
Jn. 19:15
They cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him.

Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? 
The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
…Will on a future day appear, as Apostle John saw:
Rev. 14:14

I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, 

having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

· Their attention then will be Refocused on Him that sat on the white cloud – Behold!
· He will be the Man they Rejected on earth – the Son of man
· This time He will come to Reign as their King – having on His head a golden crown
· This same Son of Man will come with a sharp sickle to Reap the harvest on earth in judgment:
· The Head crowned: 

Those who Judge and Reject Him now will one day be judged 
and be Reigned over by Him when He comes as King!
Cf. Rev. 14:15-20

Our Lord is now rejected, And by the world disowned,

By the many still neglected, And by the few enthroned,

But soon He’ll come in glory, The hour is drawing nigh,

For the crowning day is coming by and by.

Refrain

Oh, the crowning day is coming, Is coming by and by,

When our Lord shall come in power, And glory from on high.

Oh, the glorious sight will gladden, Each waiting, watchful eye,



In the crowning day that’s coming by and by.
Daniel W. Whittle,
How are you treating the Lord today? Remember He will Reciprocate what you do to and for Him now with perhaps the same when He Returns as King in the coming day. REFLECT
2. The Head Bowed:
O Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head! Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou stoodest in the sinner’s stead, Didst bear all ill for me.
A Victim led, Thy blood was shed; Now there’s no load for me.

Jehovah lifted up His rod; O Christ, it fell on Thee!
Thou wast sore stricken of Thy God; There’s not one stroke for me. 

Thy tears, Thy blood, beneath it flowed; Thy bruising healeth me.

The tempest’s awful voice was heard, O Christ, it broke on Thee!
Thy open bosom was my ward, It braved the storm for me.
Thy form was scarred, Thy visage marred; Now cloudless peace for me.

For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died, And I have died in Thee!
Thou’rt ris’n—my hands are all untied, And now Thou liv’st in me.
When purified, made white and tried, Thy glory then for me!
 Anne R. Cousin
Can you identify yourself with the words penned by Anne? 
Are they meaningful to you? 
REFLECT

Points to Ponder: On the Cross, He Cried, “It is Finished” and He bowed His Head.

In Heaven, He Challenges, “O Death, where is thy sting?” with His Head Held High.

