R478 - Rumination for Mar 30, 2014 [Cont’d from R.478]
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  
The Lord’s Passover_II
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
I Cor. 5:7
The Thots: 
Recapitulation of The Lord’s Passover I. 
From R.478.
A. Institution of God’s Passover.

1. Its Purpose: to deliver Israel from bondage.
Exo. 12:12, 13
2. Its Prerequisites: a Spotless and Slain Lamb as Substitute for Family Firstborn.
Exo. 12:5-7, 13; Heb. 11:9
3. Its Picture: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Exo. 12:11 cp. I Cor. 5:7
B. Initiation of the Lord into the Passover Period.

The Passover featured Prominently in the life of the Lord as He Prepared Himself to be the Passover Lamb.

1. His Parents kept the Passover. 
Lk. 2:41, 42; Lk. 2:42

2. The Passover featured significantly in the His Public Ministry. 


a. When the Passover drew near…
Jn. 6:4; Lk. 22:1
i. Jesus Performed the miracle of feeding five thousand men.
Jn. 6:4-15
ii. The Jews Plotted to kill Him.
Lk. 22:2

iii. Satan Prepared Judas for his betrayal of the Lord.
Lk. 22:3

b. Six days before the Passover:
Jn. 12:1-3, 7

Mary Anointed the feet of Jesus in Anticipation of His coming death and burial.

c. Two days before the Passover.
Mt. 26:2


The Jews’ Plot thickened as they Sought to lay hands on the Lord to Slay Him.
Mk. 14:1
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d. At the Preparation of the Passover: Jesus Prepared to be the Passover!
Cp. Jn. 19:14a

i. Jesus Prepared for the Feast of the Passover:
Lk. 22:14-17


· Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be killed.

22:7
· He said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer.
22:15
· I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.   
22:16
· He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves:
22:17
· I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.

22:18
ii. Jesus Prepared His Partners (disciples) for the Feast of Remembrance:
Lk. 22:19-20
[Or  C. Institution of the Lord’s Supper.]
· And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 
This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
22:19
· Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood, 
which is shed for you.
22:20
iii. Jesus Confirmed it with Paul in a Revelation to him after His Resurrection:
I Cor. 11:23-25
· For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 
· That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread:

· And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: 

this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

· After the same manner also He took the cup, when he had supped, saying, 

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
iv. Thus we Commemorate our Lord today:
I Cor. 11:26


For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
e. At (the time of) the Passover at the Judgment Hall where Jesus was Judged:
Jn. 18:39
i. The People stayed away Pretending to want to be Pure to Participate in the Passover!  Jn. 18:28
Then led they Jesus…unto the hall of judgment…they themselves went not into the judgment hall, 
lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover. 

ii. Pilate Proffered to them Jesus their King but the Jews Preferred a Prisoner.
Jn. 18:39, 40

Ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore that I release 
unto you the King of the Jews? Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. 
Now Barabbas was a robber.


iii. And the Jews Pressed on Pilate to Punish Him by crucifixion.
Jn. 19:14, 15

It was the preparation of the passover…and he [Pilate] saith unto the Jews, 

Behold your King! But they cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him.
iv. So Pilate ordered Jesus to be Punished and scourged and led out to be Crucified on the Cross. Jn. 19:1-16

Then delivered he Him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led Him away.
v. So Jesus Completed His Plan of Redemption as the Paschal Lamb on the Cross!
Jn. 19:30, NIV

When He had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." 

With that, he bowed His head and gave up His spirit.


That Paschal eve God’s arm was bared; The devastating angel spared:
By strength of hand our hosts went free From Pharaoh’s ruthless tyranny.

Now Christ our Paschal Lamb is slain; The Lamb of God that knows no stain;


The true oblation offered here, Our own unleavened bread sincere.        Author Unknown
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 478
1. Most people in the Christian world celebrate Easter (Passover, Acts 12:4) on Friday based on the text in Jn. 19:31:
The Jews therefore, because it was the Preparation, that the bodies should not remain on the cross upon the sabbath (for the day of that sabbath was a high day), asked of Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 

Therefore, Jesus must be crucified before, what they thought to be, the weekly Sabbath (Saturday).  
For the Jews the sabbath would start on Friday evening at 6.00p.m.; hence, it was thought that Jesus died on Friday before Sabbath began.
However this assumption creates a problem in the Lord’s prediction when He said: Mt. 12:40
For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; 
so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
From Friday evening to early Sunday morning (when Jesus rose from the dead):

Mt. 28:1


In the end of the Sabbath [Saturday], as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week [Sunday], 

…it will not work out to be three full days and three full nights! To explain this, it has often been commented that the Jews would idiomatically treat part of a day as a full day; even then it is difficult to work out the three nights in this way – from Friday evening to Sunday morning!
Some other commentators opine that the sabbath referred to was not the weekly Sabbath which was described as a high day suggesting that it might be a special sabbath attached to the keeping of a festival or feast, and in this case the Passover feast and Unleavened Bread (cp. Lev. 23:8). Hence this Sabbath (a high day) could be another day apart from the weekly Sabbath. Also, for the observance of Passover it was the date that was emphasized (14th of Nisan/Abib, Exo. 12:6; 13:4 cf. Num. 9:1-3) and not the day such as Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. 
Thus calculating back from Sunday, three full days and three full nights might fall on a Wednesday or Thursday depending on the basis of the calculation. (see extract below.]
The consensus of modern scholarship is that the New Testament accounts represent a crucifixion occurring on a Friday, but a Thursday or Wednesday crucifixion have also been proposed.[97]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus" \l "cite_note-Kellum142-98" [98] Some scholars explain a Thursday crucifixion based on a "double sabbath" caused by an extra Passover sabbath falling on Thursday dusk to Friday afternoon, ahead of the normal weekly Sabbath.[97]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus" \l "cite_note-99" [99] Some have argued that Jesus was crucified on Wednesday, not Friday, on the grounds of the mention of "three days and three nights" in Matthew before his resurrection, celebrated on Sunday. Others have countered by saying that this ignores the Jewish idiom by which a "day and night" may refer to any part of a 24-hour period, that the expression in Matthew is idiomatic, not a statement that Jesus was 72 hours in the tomb, and that the many references to a resurrection on the third day do not require three literal nights.[97]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus" \l "cite_note-100" [100]
[See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus ]
Whether the day be Friday, Thursday or Wednesday let us not forget that Jesus died for us, was buried and rose again on the third day, the first day of the week.
Mt. 16:21; 28:1
From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders…and be killed, and be raised again the third day…

In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week
As we go through this week, let us be conscious of the Lord’s preparation to be the Paschal Lamb to be sacrificed for us. He expected to die, be buried and rise again on the third day, the first day of the week – a Sunday. Whether He was crucified on a Wednesday, Thursday or Friday one thing we can be sure – He rose again on the first day of the week, a Sunday! 

Let us therefore prepare ourselves to remember and worship Him in the coming Sunday, the Lord’s Day, in the breaking of the bread and the drinking of the cup as we meditate on His death, burial, resurrection and coming again.
REFLECT.
2. And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying, Let the children of Israel also keep the passover at his appointed season. In the fourteenth day of this month, at even, ye shall keep it in his appointed season: according to all the rites of it, and according to all the ceremonies thereof, shall ye keep it. (Num. 9:1-3) The Passover has the Lord’s Name stamped on it. Hence its important significance. Likewise the Lord’s Supper. Do we keep it according to all the rites of it
(cp. I Cor. 11:23-28)?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: What the Lord passed over, step not back into it.
