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The Text: 
It is the LORD'S passover.
Exo. 12:11
 The Thots: 
A. Institution of God’s Passover.
1. Its Purpose – to deliver Israel from bondage.
Exo. 12:12
For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.
When I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, 
when I smite the land of Egypt.
Exo. 12:13b
2. Its Prerequisites:

a. The Selection of a Spotless Lamb without blemish from the Sheep.
Exo. 12:5
Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep…
b. The Slaying of the Lamb as Substitute of the Family’s Firstborn.
Exo. 12:6, 12
The whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.
For I will… smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt…I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.

c. The Shedding of its blood and Sprinkling it on the door-posts.
Exo. 12:7, 13a
They shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it… he blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are.
Through faith he [Moses] kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, 
lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.
Heb. 11:28
3. Its Picture.

a. It is the Lord’s Passover:
Exo. 12:11


And thus shall ye eat it…it is the LORD'S passover.
That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S passover, who passed over the houses 
of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. 
And the people bowed the head and worshipped.
Exo. 12:27

In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the Lord's passover.
Lev. 23:5

b. Christ is the Passover (Lamb):
I Cor. 5:7b
For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation 
of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.
I Pet. 1:18-20
B. Initiation of the Lord into the Passover Feast to be the Passover Sacrifice.
The Passover featured prominently in the life of the Lord as He Prepared Himself to be the Passover Lamb.

1. His Parents kept the Passover 
Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover.

Lk. 2:41, 42
And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. 
Lk. 2:42
2. The Passover Feast Featured significantly in the Lord’s Public Ministry. 


a. When the Passover drew near…


And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. 

Jn. 6:4

Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover.

Lk. 22:1
i. Jesus Performed the miracle of feeding five thousand men:

Jn. 6:4-15
The men Sat down, in number about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves; 
And…distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were Set down; 
and likewise of the fishes as much as they would.


ii. The Jews Plotted to kill Him.

Lk. 22:2

The chief priests and Scribes Sought how they might kill Him; for they feared the people.

iii. Satan Prepared Judas for his betrayal of the Lord.

Then entered Satan into Judas Surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve.
Lk. 22:3
b. Six days before the Passover:

Jn. 12:1-3, 7
Mary Anointed the feet of Jesus in Anticipation of His coming death and burial.

Jesus…came to Bethany…there they made him a Supper…then took Mary a pound of ointment of Spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment…said Jesus…against the day of My burying hath she kept this.
c. Two days before the Passover.

Mt. 26:2

The Jews’ Plot thickened as they Sought to lay hands on the Lord to Slay Him. 

Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified.

The chief priests and the Scribes Sought how they might take Him by craft, and put him to death. Mk. 14:1

· The Lord’s Path to be the Passover Lamb sacrificed for us will continue next week (DV)

Here the true Paschal Lamb we see, Whom God so freely gave us;


He died on the accursed tree— So strong His love!—to save us.
 Martin Luther
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
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1.
As a faithful Jew and true Israelite, the Lord Jesus observed the Passover as 

was ordained by God Himself when He instituted it:
Exo. 12:14, 24-27
Please note a few important items concerning the institution of the Lord’s Passover:

· The Passover was a memorial service.
Exo. 12:14a
This day shall be unto you for a memorial, i.e. set as a Reminder for Remembrance.
· It was to be observed from generation to generation as a feast unto the Lord.12:14, 24

And ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; 
ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.
· They were to keep this feast only when they entered into possession 
of the Promised Land. 
Exo. 12:25
And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the land which the LORD will give you, according as He hath promised, that ye shall keep this service. 
· The participants must be able to give the reason of their observance of the Lord’s Passover when asked by their children.
Exo. 12:26a,b
And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, 
What mean ye by this service? That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice 
of the LORD'S passover, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel 
in Egypt, when He smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses.
· The people received the word and worshipped.
Exo. 12:26c


And the people bowed the head and worshipped:


Note that the people bowed the head and worshipped – 


They were united in one mind, one heart and one spirit in worship.
We have also received from the Lord the institution and instructions concerning the observance of the Lord’s Supper
I Cor. 11:23-23, NKJV
For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus 
on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body 
which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me."
In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death 
till He comes.
In many aspects the Lord’s Supper has similar instructions regarding its observance as the Passover. Compare them. At the end of it all, can you bow your head with the others at the Supper and worship the Lord? Do you remember to do this every Lord’s Day?
REFLECT.
2.
Sometimes religious rituals in the Christian Calendar can be helpful to remind the Christian of the important events in the life of Christ or in the Church Calendar. On the other hand, when the Christian ignores them, they pass by as any other day without any notice. For instance, those who observe Lent are conscious of the events that led to Christ on the Cross and are challenged to examine their life for any sin that needs repentance and forgiveness. The Christian who allows this period to pass by as any other day may not even remember this eventful period in the life of Christ and let it pass without any impact in his or her life. How do you balance this reminder as something good to challenge you in your relationship with the Lord spiritually at this particular time in comparison with just observing it as a ritual religiously? 
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder: 

Jesus Prepared for the Passover. Do not we need to prepare for the Lord’s Supper? 


(I Cor. 11:28)
