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The Theme: 
Grace
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
By grace ye are saved.

Eph. 2:5

The Thots: 

Intro.: 
Grace, ’tis a charming sound, Harmonious to mine ear;


Heaven with the echo shall resound, And all the earth shall hear.
​P. Doddridge
A. The Source of Grace.

1. The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
Jn. 1:17
2. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
Jn. 1:14
B. The Stooping Grace


1. The Example of His Stoop: 
II Cor. 8:9
a. For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, 
yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.
b. Christ Jesus: 
Phil. 2:5-7, NIV
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.

2. The Extent of His Stoop: And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!
Phil. 2:8, NIV
C. The Saving Grace.
Eph. 2:8, 9

1. Positively: For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
2. Negatively: and that not of yourselves…Not of works, lest any man should boast
3. Affirmatively: it is the gift of God.
D. The Super-abounding Grace.
Rom. 6:1
1. What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
Note: abound is Gk. pleonazo = make or be more, i.e. increase…to superabound
Strong
For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
6:14
2. What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.  
6:15
3. Why? That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace 

in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.
Eph. 2:7
E. The Sufficient Grace. 
II Cor. 12:9
And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
F. The Subjects of Grace.   
Tit. 1:11-13
1. Salvation Shown to all Sinners: For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

2. Sanctification for all Saints: Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

3. Looking in hope for the coming Saviour:

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;
G. The Sustaining Grace. 
II Pet. 3:18

1. Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
To Him be Glory both now and for ever. Amen.
2. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:
II Cor. 9:8
3. …for the exceeding grace of God in you. Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.
9:14, 15
Let us therefore Give thanks to God for the Gift of His Son as we remember Him today.
Let us Sing…I 
H. The Songs of Grace: 
1. Grace, ’tis a charming sound, Harmonious to mine ear;
Heaven with the echo shall resound, And all the earth shall hear.
· Grace first contrived the way To save rebellious man;
And all the steps that grace display Which drew the wondrous plan.

· Grace taught my wandering feet To tread the heavenly road,
And new supplies each hour I meet, While pressing on to God.

· Grace all the works shall crown, Through everlasting days;
It lays in Heaven the topmost stone, And well deserves the praise.
Philip Doddridge
2. Wonderful grace of Jesus, Greater than all my sin;
How shall my tongue describe it, Where shall its praise begin?
Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus, Deeper than the mighty rolling sea;
Wonderful grace, all sufficient for me, for even me. 
Broader than the scope of my transgressions, Greater far than all my sin and shame, 
O magnify the precious name of Jesus. Praise His name! 

Haldor Lillenas
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 475
1. The famous and very popular hymn Amazing Grace was written by John Newton.
[http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/a/m/a/amazing_grace.htm]
· Amazing grace! How sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but now I see.
· ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed!
· Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come;
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home.
· The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures.
· Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, And mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess, within the veil, A life of joy and peace.
· The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, The sun forbear to shine; 

But God, who called me here below, Will be forever mine. 
John Newton
There is also a brief account of John Newton’s life at:

[http://www.hymntime.com/tch/bio/n/e/w/newton_j.htm]
Newton’s mother died when he was seven years old. At age 11, with but two years schooling and only a rudimentary knowledge of Latin, he went to sea with his father. Life at sea was filled with wonderful escapes, vivid dreams, and a sailor’s recklessness. He grew into a godless and abandoned man. He was once flogged as a deserter from the navy, and for 15 months lived, half-starved and ill-treated, as a slave in Africa.

A chance reading of Thomas à Kempis sowed the seed of his conversion. It was accelerated by a night spent steering a waterlogged ship in the face of apparent death. He was then 23 years old. Over the next six years, during which he commanded a slave ship, his faith matured. He spent the next nine years mostly in Liverpool, studying Hebrew and Greek and mingling with Whitefield, Wesley, and the Nonconformists. He was eventually ordained, and became curate at Olney, Buckinghamshire, in 1764. His works include:

· Omicron, 1762

· A volume of sermons preached at Olney, 1767

· Review of Ecclesiastical History, 1769

· Olney Hymns, with William Cowper (London: W. Oliver, 1779)

· Cardiphonia, 1781

A marble plaque at St. Mary Woolnoth carried the epitaph which Newton himself wrote:

JOHN NEWTON, Clerk
Once an infidel and libertine
A servant of slaves in Africa,
Was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour
JESUS CHRIST,
restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach
the Gospel which he had long laboured to destroy.
He ministered,
Near sixteen years in Olney, in Bucks,
And twenty-eight years in this Church.

What you were yesterday to make you what you are today and what you will be tomorrow can be attributed to God’s Grace. As you live your life today are you conscious of God’s Grace being with and sustaining you from day to day? How will you react to or respond to this knowledge?
REFLECT
2. Where sin abounds, grace does much more abound – in fact, it super-abounds! 
Therefore, What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? (Rom. 6:1, ASV). 
Paul says, God forbid. What do you say?

REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: 

G-R-A-C-E is Great Riches At Christ’s Expense Bequeathed upon you. 

Be Clothed therefore with Christ and put away the Rags of your Righteousness.
