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The Text: 
God commendeth His love toward us,

Rom. 5:8

The Thots:

Intro: On Feb 14, the western world at large celebrated Valentine’s Day - the Day of Love.

The Chinese in the east celebrated Chap Goh Meh – the last day of the Chinese New Year and their version of Valentine’s Day. On that day, lovers gave roses to their partners, and the Chinese threw oranges with the hope that would-be lovers would pick them up! 

On that day, Lovers demonstrated their Love for the Lovely and the ones they Loved.

One day, God also demonstrated His love - but for the Unlovely, the Unloved and those Unworthy to be loved.

Contrast therefore Divine Love with Valentine Love.
A. The Revelation of Divine Love.

1. God [the Father] Demonstrates His own love for us in this:
Rom. 5:8a, NIV; cf. I Jn. 4:9
a. God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son…
Jn. 3:16
b. God loves all Sinners and gave His Son to die for them:
i. While we were yet Sinners, Christ died for us.
Rom. 5:8b

ii. For when we were yet without Strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
Rom. 5:6
iii. For…when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.
Rom. 5:10a
2. God [the Son] gave Himself to Die on our behalf to demonstrate His Love for us:

a. Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it.
Eph. 5:25
b. Our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us…
Tit. 2:13, 14
c. The Son of God…loved me, and gave Himself for me. 
Gal. 2:20b
3. God [the Holy Spirit] Dispersed [poured out] this Divine Love into all our hearts.
Rom. 5:5b, NKJV

The love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

B. Our Response to Divine Love
1. To God, the Father.

I Jn. 3:16

a. Love Him – We love Him, because He first loved us.
I Jn. 4:19
b. Love your brothers and sisters in Christ
I Jn. 4:20, 21, NRSV
i. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 
who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
ii. The commandment we have from Him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
c. Be ready to Lay down your life for your brethren – 
I Jn. 3:16
Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
2. To God, the Son.


a. Live for Christ:

i. He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto Him which died for them, and rose again.
II Cor. 5:15
ii. As always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, 
or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
Phil. 1:20, 21
b. Love Christ and Keep His Commandments:

i. If ye love Me, keep My commandments.
Jn. 14:15, 10
ii. And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth His word, 
in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in Him.
I Jn. 2:3-5

c. Live out His Commandments.
i. Obey His New Commandment: 
Jn. 13:34-35, NKJV
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you 

also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.
ii. Observe His New Covenant with us:
1 Cor. 11:23-26, NKJV
The Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread;  and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 
In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

3. To God, the Holy Spirit.

a. Be Led by the Spirit – For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. Rom. 8:14
b. Walk in the Spirit – If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
   Gal. 5:25
Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of Heav’n to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; All thy faithful mercies crown!
Charles Wesley
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1. The Lord Jesus summarised God’s Ten Commandments in the Old Testament 
under two as expressed below:
Mk. 12:28-31

And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that He had answered them well, asked Him, Which is the first commandment of all?

And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.
The first commandment requires us to be right in our relationship with God. 
The second requires us to be right in our relationship with our fellowmen. 
However, this will not give us the right to inherit eternal life because 
to break the law at any one point is to break the whole law…
Jas. 2:10
For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
The scribe was indeed not far from God’s kingdom to know at least this part of the Law. 
When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, 
"You are not far from the kingdom of God."
Mk. 12:34, NRSV
Like everyone else, the scribe needed to take one step more to be right with God. 
Apostle John wrote:
Jn. 1:12, 13, NRSV
To all who received Him, who believed in His name, He gave power [right, NIV] 
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God. 
He also invited his readers to be amazed at this love of God: 
I Jn. 3:1, 2,NRSV

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him.

Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when He is revealed, we will be like Him, for we will see Him as He is.
Are you awed by the fact that you are a child of God, and not a product of Valentine?
REFLECT
2. As children of God, we have a wonderful promise awaiting us in the future:  I Jn. 3:2
Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when He is revealed, we will be like Him, for we will see Him as He is.
But, at present, we are also our parents’ children. We have a responsibility towards them as well: Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.

Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise;

That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. Eph. 6:1-3
While being children of God comes with the spiritual promise of eternal life in heaven when we see Jesus as He is (see #1 above), this is a material promise of long life on this earth for those who obey and honour their parents. 

As a child of God it is our responsibility to be good children of our parents.
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder:

Valentine Love Loves a Person for Oneself; Divine Love Loves a Person as Oneself.

