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The Theme: 
The Lord’s Kindness
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The Text: 
The LORD deal kindly with you.

Ruth 1:8
The Thots:

The word kindness (Heb. ḥeseḏ) occurs again in 2:20 and 3:10 in Ruth. An important word in the OT, it is usually associated with loyalty to covenant obligations. It encompasses grace that is extended to the undeserving.
A. The Kindness that was not to be
the LORD deal kindly with you.

Ruth 1:8
1. It was Naomi’s Wish for her daughters-in-law as their Mother–in-law because of…

a. The gracious actions of Ruth and Orpah. 
as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me
b. Their covenant Relationship with their former husbands – they were loyal.

2. But that Was not to be - both were from Moab. They were Gentiles, like us:

Eph. 2:11

a. They were not of the Circumcision.

b. They were aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel.

c. They were strangers from the Covenants of promise.

d. Though they could Claim the Lord’s protection because of their marriage covenant with Israelites.

3. The Lord’s Work and Mission of salvation on earth was …

a. First to Jews: I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Mt. 15:24

b. Then to Gentiles: the gospel of Christ (is) salvation to the Jew first, and…to the Greek.
Rom. 1:16

c. Thus, His command to the Twelve: Go not into the way of the Gentiles, 


… But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Mt. 10:5, 6
B. The Kindness that could be.


Ruth 2:20

Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off His kindness to the living and to the dead.

The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen.


1. However, the Lord could fulfil this Requested Kindness through the Man.
a. For Ruth, the Man was Boaz who Could be her Kinsman-Redeemer.

b. She had been loyal in her Covenant relationship to her deceased husband. 

c. Now, this Man would Continue this covenant relationship for her as a Kinsman Redeemer.

2. The Lord similarly brought us into covenant Relationship through the Man, Jesus.

a. Awake, O sword…against the man that is My fellow, saith the LORD of hosts.

Zech. 13:7

b. Then came Jesus forth… And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! 

Jn. 19:5

c. For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.
I Tim. 2:5


The Man, Jesus, was our Kinsman Redeemer bringing us into Covenant Relationship with God.

C. The Kindness that became a Reality


Ruth 3:10


Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for thou hast showed more kindness 

in the latter end than at the beginning.

1. At the Beginning Ruth showed her loyalty (kindness) to her marriage covenant.

Ruth 2:11

…all that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thine husband…
2. Now she was prepared to commit herself to Boaz.

a. Following the then Custom, she uncovered his feet to make her request for marriage.


She came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down.

Ruth 3:7

b. She now asked him to Commit himself to her too.


She answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; 

for thou art a near kinsman.

Ruth 3:9

3. At the Latter End, she would be showing more kindness because…

a. She was going to enter into a new covenant Relationship with her Rich kinsman Redeemer.
b. She was Willing to take shelter under his Wings – spread…thy skirt over thine handmaid; Ruth 3:9

The phrase thy skirt is kanap, which is translated “wings” in 2:12.
Today, we too have tasted of our Lord’s Loving Kindness and have a covenant Relationship with Him.

He is our Kinsman-Redeemer. Our Covenant with Him this Lord’s Day is to Remember Him as we drink of the Cup.

In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood;
do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
I Cor. 11:25, NIV
Thy loving-kindness is better than life, Thy loving-kindness is better than life;

Rememb’ring Thee, Lord, I’m satisfied, Rememb’ring Thee, Lord, I’m satisfied:

My lips shall praise Thee, thus will I bless Thee – I will lift up my hands to Thy name.
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 462
1. LOVING KINDNESS is the occasional KJV translation of the Hebrew, chesed. 

It is the Old Testament’s highest expression for love. It is variously called God’s election-, covenant-keeping, or steadfast love. It is a love which remains constant regardless of the circumstances. Although used mostly with God, it sometimes is used of love between people. 
[Holman Bible Dictionary]

The word springs from two words – Kindness, the Material act(ion) and Love, its Motive.
Holman defines it as the steadfast love that maintains relationships through gracious aid in times of need.

It translates the Old Testament word chesed which generally connotes not a mere feeling but rather an act or action which springs from loyal love of a person because of a relationship with him or her – 
and it is reciprocal based on a previous loyalty that is now returned. For instance,
Rahab expected kindness in return for her kindness to the spies.

Josh. 2:12, 14

Joseph expected kindness in return for the interpretation of a dream.
Gen. 40:14

Thus, kindness is distinct from mercy and compassion which is more of an emotion from grace 
which is not as closely related with covenant keeping.

In the New Testament kindness again is seen as an action word as in Acts 29:2

And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. 

And believers are exhorted to add kindness to the many virtues that a believer should manifest in his/her Christian walk, as 

And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  (II Pet. 1:7).

And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. (Eph. 4:32)
Because God has shown you Loving-kindness (mentioned 21 times in Psalms) can you show kindness that springs from Love to all that God Loves? Are you Kind?


REFLECT
2. Are you Loving? Do you Love the Lord Jesus?  

Do you love Him more than these? (See below)  What could the “these” be in your life?
Peter was asked this question with the Lord testing Peter as to his true and loyal love for Him. 
He used two Greeks words translated love in KJV. They are agape, a love to express one’s love to another even when that love is not reciprocated (I love you, even though you do not love me) and phileo which is mutual love (I love you because you love me). 
Listen to the conversation between Peter and His Master and see if you can capture the nuances in the careful choice of words by both of them and what you can learn from them.
So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 

Simon, son of Jonas, lovest [agapao] thou Me more than these? 

He saith unto Him, Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love [phileo] Thee. 



He saith unto him, Feed My lambs.

He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest [agapao] thou Me? 
He saith unto Him, Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love [phileo] thee. 

He saith unto him, Feed My sheep.

He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest [phileo] thou Me? 
Peter was grieved because He said unto him the third time, Lovest [phileo] thou Me? 
And he said unto Him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love [phileo] thee. 

Jesus saith unto him, Feed My sheep.

Why did Peter not used agapao to respond to Jesus?

Why did Peter’s Lord change to phileo to fit in with Peter’s two previous responses in His third time asking the same question? Look also at the Lord’s charge to Peter when Peter responded each time.

How would you respond to the Lord’s questions if He asked you the same question/s today and how would you carry out His charge and at which level – Feed My lambs or Feed My sheep? REFLECT.
POINTS TO PONDER:  Sometimes we need to be Unkind to be Kind!
