R421_(R1) Rumination for 24 February, 2013 
by K.C. Ung
 27th February is the 8th Anniversary of Rumination. For comments see Reflections for the Week.

The Theme:  
The Eighth Day in God’s Calendar.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
On the eighth day thou shalt give it Me
Exo. 22:30
The Thots:  Consider and meditate on the number eight in Scripture, regarded by many Bible commentators

as the number of Resurrection – a number of a new Commencement/Cycle, etc.
A. The Eighth Day of Commitment of one’s Firstfruits unto the Lord.
Exo. 22:29, 30

Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of thy ripe fruits (KJV)…"You must give Me the firstborn of your sons...Do the same with your cattle and your sheep. Let them stay with their mothers for seven days, 
but give them to Me on the eighth day.
On the eighth day…there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces. Lev. 9:1, 24

· Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase. 
Pro. 3:9
B. The Eighth Day of Circumcision – the Confirmation of one’s Covenant with God.
Lev. 12:3

And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.
· In Whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off 
the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.

Col. 2:11
C. The Eighth Day for Complete Cleansing of the Leper.
Lev. 14:10, 11, 23; 15:14, 29
On the eighth day…the priest that maketh him clean shall present the man…before the LORD.

· How much more shall the blood of Christ…purge your conscience…to serve the living God? 
Heb. 9:14
D. On the Eighth Day a Calf could be accepted for sacrifice.
Lev. 22:27, NIV
"When a calf, a lamb or a goat is born, it is to remain with its mother for seven days. 
From the eighth day on, it will be acceptable as an offering made to the LORD by fire.
· Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God…your reasonable service. 
Rom. 12:1
E. The Eighth Day of holy Convocation in the Feast of Tabernacles.
Lev. 23:34-36


The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD…
the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein…
On the first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath. 
Lev. 23:39
· Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is.

Heb. 10:25
F. The Eighth Day of the Consecration of the Nazarite.
Num. 6:2, 8. 10, 12, 13
When either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the LORD…All the days of his separation he is holy unto the LORD… And on the eighth day… 
he shall consecrate unto the LORD the days of his separation… this is the law of the Nazarite.

· But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation.
I Pet. 1:15, 16
G. Eight Signifies a new Commencement.

1. Noah and his family of eight Commenced a new Civilisation.
I Pet. 3:20; II Pet. 2:4

· The longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water…[God] spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person.
2. Two Feasts of Yahwah Foreshadowing Christ and the Church were observed on the Eighth Day!

Most other feasts were founded on the sabbath (seventh) day!

a. The Feast of Firstfruits (Lev. 23:11) - he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD…on the morrow after the sabbath. This Feast foreshadowed the Resurrection of Christ at the end of the Sabbath. 
Cf. Mt. 28:1
b. The Feast of Weeks (Lev. 23:15, 16) - Ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath… even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD. This Feast foreshadows the Birth of the Church at Pentecost.
Cf. Acts 2:1
H. The “Eighth Day” in Christ’s Life.
1. Jesus was Circumcised on the Eighth Day.
Lk. 2:21 cf. 1:59; Acts 7:8; Phil 3:5


When eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, His name was called JESUS.
2. Jesus rose again on the Eighth Day.
Mt. 28:1, 6
In the end of the sabbath…toward the first day of the week… He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.
3. The Risen Lord Confirmed His resurrection to His disciples on the Eighth Day. 
Jn. 20:19, 26 
Then…being the first day of the week…came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you…After eight days again His disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, 
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.

· The early church met on the first day of the week (the eighth day) to break bread.
Acts 20:7

Lord, this day Thy children meet In Thy house, with willing feet;
Unto Thee this day they raise Grateful hearts in hymns of praise.

Not alone the day of rest With Thy worship shall be blest;
In our pleasure and our glee, Lord, we would remember Thee. 
W. H. How
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
R. 421
1. On this 8th Anniversary of Ruminations, we reproduce below the first that appeared,
for comparison with what follows seven years later today:
R1.
Rumination for February 27, 2005

The Theme: Remember ME

The Text: 
This do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24, 25
The Thots: 
A.  The Lord commanded 
I Cor. 11:24, 25

1. 
Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

2. 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

B. Joseph, a picture of the Lord, requested the chief butler:



Think on me when it shall be well with thee.
Gen. 40:14

C.
Sadly that was not to be.


Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgot him.
Gen. 40:23

App. Is it possible that while I am at this Remembrance Feast instituted by the Lord Himself to remember Him, that I forget Him and think of other things else?

King of my life I crown Thee now – Thine shall the glory be;

Lest I forget Thine thorn-crowned brow, Lead me to Calvary.

Lest I forget Gethsemane, Lest I forget Thine agony.


 Lest I forget Thy love for me, Lead me to Calvary. 
– Jennie Evelyn Hussey
Notes on the First Rumination. When the first appeared:

(1) Its Purpose was just to Prepare the Lord’s People to remember the Lord Personally, 

Privately and Publicly as led by the Spirit.
(2) The Thoughts were simple and basic centring on the Lord’s Person…

to show the Lord's death till He come. 
I Cor. 11:26

(3) The Text was this do in remembrance of Me.  
I Cor. 11:24, 25

Notes on its Future Development. 
Over the next seven years, this simple Rumination has developed into:

(1) One that is more Extensive though its Emphasis is still on the Remembrance of the Lord.

(2) One having Enlarged into three main sections:

(a) 
the Rumination for the Lord’s Day;

(b) 
the Reflections for the Week and

(c) 
the Relevant Points to Ponder for the Mind.

(3) One that can be Extracted and Expanded into a full sermon outline from any part of it as 


the Spirit guides.

For this reason the outline has been in Word format for the reader to modify it to suit his message. 
Here is an example of a feedback received from an elder of one assembly in Malaysia last week:

Your rumination on Feb 10, 2013 was a great help to me.  I spoke on the serpent and some of the notes were taken from your Feb 10 rumination. I prefer doc over pdf as I could cut and paste some of your notes.  My preparation of sermon is done in doc. On completion of the preparation I move my doc to Evernote. I do not print out my sermons instead I use the Ipad to refer to my notes.

For all these seven years of your receiving the Ruminations, have you found them a help in your preparation for the Lord’s Supper, in your Christian walk and service for Him, etc.? 
If you have, why not drop in a line or two and tell us in what way they have helped you? 

Do you have suggestions/proposals for their further improvement keeping in mind the primary purpose of the Ruminations?  [Write in to: berita-bethel-ung.com]
REFLECT
2. The Eighth Day is an important day in God’s Calendar and in a Christian’s life. 
In God’s Calendar, it had been …
A Day of Commitment when His people sacrificed to Him the Substance of their firstfruits;
A Day of Circumcision when they Covenanted with Him to be their people;

A Day of Consecration when they vowed the Nazarite’s vow to be separate unto Him;

A Day of Convocation when they left all things behind to be gathered with His People in His Presence.

Have you had these “eighth-day” experiences with God in your Christian walk?   REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: Stop living at Sixes and Sevens; Surrender your life to the Lord and Start receiving His Eights. 

