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The Theme:  
Entered into a Covenant.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers 



with all their heart and with all their soul.

II Chr. 15:12
The Thots: 

Intro.:  
In most cases, God’s Covenants with His People are Perpetual and Permanent. 



On the other hand, their covenants with Him alas are Transient and Evanescent.

A. God’s Covenant with Abraham.


In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram.
Gen. 15:18

And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?
Gen. 15:8

Its Contents were Confirmed Unilaterally and Unconditionally by … 
1. A Night Ceremony – 
when the sun went down…behold a smoking furnace, 



and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces.

   15:12, 17
2. A Name Change – 
neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but … Abraham;
   17:4, 5
3. A National Circumcision – Every man child among you shall be circumcised.
         17:10ff

B. God’s Covenant with David.
II Sm. 7:12, 16


It was Confirmed without Conditions and it will never Change:
Psa. 89:3, 4, 34-37


My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of My lips.

1. By His Holiness, God has Sworn it.
Psa. 89:35


Once have I sworn by My holiness that I will not lie unto David.

2. As long as the Sun Shines.
89:36
His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before Me.

3. As long as the moon is in the Sky.
89:3
It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. 
C. God’s New Covenant with Israel and Judah
Jer. 31:31ff


Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant 


with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:

It will be Fulfilled in the Future: - Behold the days come…
1. It is Confirmed that the Seed of Israel shall not Cease as a nation…
Jer. 31:35

a. By the Sun that gives light by day;
31:35a

b. By the Stars that give light by night;
31:35b

c. By the Sea waves that roar.
31:35c

2. A Challenge is given out: the Lord will only Cast off all the seed of Israel…
Jer. 31:37
Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.

a. If the Full Heavens can be measured

b. If the Foundations of the Earth can be searched out.

· God’s Covenants with Israel are Unilateral and Unconditional, Permanent and Perpetual.

D. Jesus’ New Covenant with Us.


This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you.
Lk. 22:20

1. It is Confirmed in the Shed Blood of Jesus.

a. The Shed Blood is the Precondition fulfilled for the Remission of Sins.
Heb. 9:22


Without shedding of blood is no remission.

b. The Shed Blood is the Precious Price of Redemption.
II Pet. 1:18, 19


Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

c. The Shed Blood is the Prerequisite for access into God’s Reverent presence.
Heb. 10:19


Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.
2. It is Confirmed in the Symbol of the Cup.
I Cor. 11:25. NIV


This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.


When we break the bread and drink of the cup …
a. It is the Lord’s Request for us to Remember Him.

b. It is our Responsibility to do so and Revere Him.


This should be our Covenant with Him as we gather together for this Remembrance Feast.


He will never fail in keeping His part of His Covenant, let us never fail in ours.

Drink we too “the cup of blessing” Which Thy love has filled;

Through Thy blood we have redemption, Fears are stilled.



D. Russell
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 420

1. Are you sure of your eternal security in Christ?
Are you convicted and convinced that your salvation is not dependent on your ability to keep yourself faithful to the Lord but on His faithfulness to keep you safe and secure?  
Can you lose your salvation should you sin against Him?

Consider these “covenant|” promises of the Lord concerning salvation:-

· Jn. 3:3 -
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 


kingdom of God. Can a born-gain Christian be unborn? 
Or for all it matters, Can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? (Jn. 3:4)

Can a person born into this world return to his mother’s womb and be unborn? 
· Jn. 10:28-30 – 

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand.  I and My Father are one.

When a person accepts Christ’s offer of eternal life, he is in the Saviour’s hand. The Saviour’s hold on him is so sure and secure that no one has the strength or the power to pluck him out of His hand, yea, not even he can unpluck himself from the Lord’s hand!  If he lets go of his hold, the Lord cannot let go His. No earthly or extraordinary or superhuman force can ever unpluck him! [Note: pluck is Gk. harpazo = to seize:--catch (away, up), pluck, pull, take (by force) - Strong]
To add to this security in the Son’s hands, is the security in the Father’s hand. The Son’s hand holds the person securely and the Father’s hand holds on to the Son’s hand, so much so that the two hands hold on to the person like him being in the Father’s hands as well, and really too! The Son, being God, is omnipotent, and with the Father Who is greater than all also holding on to the Son’s hand, what power can separate the person from both Their hands, especially when the hands seem to merge into one powerful hand holding on to the person, as it were, the two have become one. The security is double because the Son and His Father are one. 
Hence comes the questions: (Rom. 8:31-38)
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is He that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord
Can you ever lose your salvation if you have truly believed in Christ?

If not, and you are sure, thank Him right now for this assurance.
REFLECT.

2. On the other hand, because of your eternal security in Christ Jesus, should you continue to live a self-pleasing, sinning life knowing that you will in the end still go to heaven?
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid.
How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death?

Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. (Rom. 6:1-7)
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Rom. 6:11) 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
I Jn. 1:9

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, 

we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
I Jn. 2:1

Having being eternally saved, can you ever continue in a life of sin on earth? 
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder:

Even if a born-again believer lets go of his hold on his Lord, the Lord cannot let go His.
