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[A New Year Rumination]
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
All things New
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The Text: Behold, I make all things new.
Rev. 21:5
The Thots:

Entry into Eternity will Enlighten us to all things new.
A. There will be a New Creation
Rev. 21:1
1. The Creation of A New Heaven and A New Earth.
Rev. 21:1a

I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 

a. They are New with no Association with the Old.

21:1b
i. For the first heaven and the first earth had passed away
ii. Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: 
and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.
Isa. 65:17
b. They are New with New Attributes different from the Old – Behold, I make all things new.
Rev. 21:5

i. There will be no more sea.

21:1
ii. God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away.

21:4

iii. There shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; 

and His servants shall serve Him.

22:3

2. The Combustion of the old heaven and the old earth:

But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
II Pet. 3:7

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
II Pet. 3:10, 11
3. A New City will Come down from God out of Heaven.
Rev. 21:2, 3
I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
a. The new Capital – new Jerusalem
b. Its Character – holy
c. It Comes down from God out of heaven.
d. Its Comparison and Charm  – Beautiful as a Bride adorned for her husband
e. Its Citizens – Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 


and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.
B. The New Creation on Earth.
II Cor. 5:17, NIV The Christian on Earth can Experience all things new in Expectation of Eternity to come.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
1. He has a New “Christian” Name.


And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.
Acts 11:26
Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.

I Pet. 4:16

Cf. thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name.
Isa. 62:2
Cf. Him that overcometh…I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name
of the city of my God, …and I will write upon him My new name.
Rev. 3:12

2. He has a New Covenant.

a. The Old Covenant is Made old and set aside:
Heb. 8:8, 9

In that He saith, A new covenant, He hath made the first old. 
Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.
b. Now Christ is the Mediator of this new covenant.
Heb. 12:24
Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling.
c. He Made it Memorable in the Lord’s Supper.
This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. Mt. 26:28, NIV

After supper He took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; 

do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
I Cor. 11:25, NIV
As we remember Him this last Lord’s Day of the Year and look forward to the New Year,

May this Supper be especially memorable as we look forward to the new things prepared for us this New Year.

For this New Year we humbly ask Your grace; Help us to always see Your loving face
Shining upon us, bringing peace within, Keeping our feet from paths of mortal sin.
D. A. San​dy Cov​er​ett

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. As we face a new year we are reminded that…

a. We have a New Creation Composed of a New Heaven 
and a New Earth to look forward to.
Isa. 65:17a
Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth.
b. The Old Heaven and the Old Earth will be Consumed and the Old things will pass away: And the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.

Isa. 65:17b

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away; and there was no more sea.
Rev. 21:1
c. In the meanwhile, let us Contemplate on the facts that…
i. We ourselves have been Converted to Christ and that
II Cor. 5:17

We are a new Creature [Creation, NIV]: 



Old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

ii. Our Citizenship is in heaven…
Phil. 3:20a, NIV
We are therefore faced with the following Challenges while on earth 
as we welcome in the New Year:

· Because our Citizenship is in Heaven, 
Phil. 3:20b, NIV
· We [should] eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.

· Because the old earth and heaven will be Consumed,
Phil. 3:11-14, NIV
(The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, 
and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. )

[and] Since everything will be destroyed in this way, 
What kind of people ought you to be? 
· You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God
and speed its coming.
· Because that day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 
· So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, 
make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with Him.

How will you be welcoming in the New Year – 

not just the day but the whole year through?
REFLECT.
2. For some, the passing year brings regrets – a year of experiences and events that they will not like to remember or bring forward to the new year. To others, it has been a time of much rejoicing or celebration bringing along memorable events of a life time worth keeping. To others, the year is no different from previous years. It has just been an uneventful passage of time. Whatever the experiences may be, let it be one from which we have learned something (good or not so good) to move us forward to finish the race, to press on toward the mark of our calling and to look upward for our sustenance as we carry on.  Consider the following goals of living as stated by Paul:
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Phil. 3:13f

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart.
Heb. 12:2, 3, NIV
What lessons have you learned this year that will serve you well for a better year next year? 


REFLECT

Points to Ponder: The year will soon pass, only what’s done for Jesus will last.
Cp. Only one life, ‘twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last. – C.T. Studd
A Blessed and Bountiful New Year to all of you

And A Fruitful Year marked by Faithfulness to the Author and Finisher of our Faith.

From my wife and me.
