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[A Christmas Rumination]
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The Theme: 
The Glory of God
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The Text: We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, Who came from the Father…
Jn. 1:14, NIV
The Thots:

A. The Prohibition to see the Glory of God.

1. The Request of Moses of God – I beseech Thee, show me Thy glory. 
Exo. 33:18
2. It was Refused for his Good 

33:20
And He said, Thou canst not see My face: for there shall no man see Me, and live.
B. God’s Part of Grace: God would not show His full Glory. He would show instead…
1. His Sum Goodness and the Greatness of His Name: 
Exo. 
33:19a
I will make all My goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee.

2. His Sovereign Grace and Generous mercy:
33:19b
and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.

3. However, God would Shelter Moses and Give Him a Sight of the back parts His Glory:
33:22-2

And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by Me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock:

And it shall come to pass, while My glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock,
 and will cover thee with My hand while I pass by:

And I will take away Mine hand, and thou shalt see My back parts: but My face shall not be seen.
C. The Presence of the Glory of God among His People.
1. The Promised Presence of God’s Glory fulfilled.
Exo. 40:34, 35

Earlier, God had promised: let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.
25:8

Later, a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

2. His Physical Presence to lead and guide His people.
Exo. 40:38

For the cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, 
in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.

D. The Person of the Glory of God. 

1. The Person of the Word Who was God.
Jn. 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2. The Word was the Personification of the Glory of God.
Jn. 1:14

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory…
3. The Glory of God that Moses was not Permitted to see was now in the Person of Jesus for all to see.
…we beheld His glory the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

E. Thus, the Proclamation of the Glory of God at the birth of the Son:
1. The Announcement of the Angel to the Shepherds who were Afraid:
Lk. 2:9
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid.


2. The Adoration of the Heavenly Host:

 2:14a
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God.
3. The Acclamation of the Glory of God:

2:14b
a. His Praise: Glory to God in the highest…
Lk. 2:14

b. His Purpose:

i. To Bring Peace to Earth and good will toward men.
ii. To Be a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.
Lk. 2:32, NIV
F. The Prayer of the Son concerning His Glory at His approaching death. 
Jn. 17:5, 22, 24
1. O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was.
2. And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that they may be one, even as We are one:
3. Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold 
My glory, which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world.
Let us too Glorify the Son, as we see Jesus, Who was made a little lower than the angels 

for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour.
Heb. 2:9
 
and the Father this Lord’s Day as we remember that the Son, 

Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father. 
Rom. 6:4
Glory be to God on high, And peace on earth descend;
Now God comes down, He bows the sky, And shows Himself our friend!
God the invisible appears, God the blest, the great I AM,

He sojourns in this vale of tears, And Jesus is His name.
Charles Wes​ley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 463
1. This month of December as parents and children frequent the shopping malls, hotels, theme parks, etc.
their ears are bombarded and blasted with carols and songs of the season: 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King…”
O Come, all ye faithful
Jingle Bells, Jingle bells, jingle all the way
A White Christmas… etc., etc.

and their sight, with scenes of the nativity and other related so-called “Christian” activities 
in impressive commercial Christmas presentations of various shapes, sizes and forms.
Many of these will be out of sync with the biblical narratives and treated as “Christian” with the most important Person of the season cut out completely from the “celebration”, and substituted with man-made stories and traditional folk-lore which are completely out of step with the biblical narratives.  
Christmas supposedly springs from CHRIST-mas(s) which in itself is far from being biblical though enacted in Christian circles and with so-called Christian rituals. Even then, its position and place has been usurped by the commercial world that cannot stand the claims of Jesus Christ and subverts them with an “X” for some unknown factor which allows it to stand for anything and everything that the world wants it to be.

Today the origin of a CHRIST-Centred Celebration of His birth has almost, if not completely, been obliterated and substituted by other objects that the true Christian has to decide whether to celebrate it 
as in the calendar or take the opportunity to propagate Christ as is found in the Bible.

It is three more days to Christmas. What kind of preparations are you making to “welcome” it?


REFLECT. 

2. Critics of Christianity would not believe in the Christ of Christmas. Commercial entrepreneurs seize the opportunity to publicise and sell their merchandise. Families and friends seize the occasion for a holiday and reunion with relatives – it is a time for a family gathering over dinner under bright lights surrounded by beautiful decorations, coloured lights and the paraphernalia of the season. 

In most cases, Christ is cut-off from the Centre of the Celebrations and the Joy to the World associated with Jesus is substituted with all other worldly themes except JESUS, the Saviour from all our Sins. (Matt. 1:21)
Most people, Christians included, lay much emphasis on Christmas and celebrate His first Coming to the world. Often they overlook the fact and forget that His Coming is just but the first step of His journey to the Cross. Without the Cross there is no true and biblical Christianity. No wonder, Paul determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. (I Cor. 2:2). He was Born to Die!
Is this in your thought as you prepare to celebrate Christmas?  Are you seizing the season’s occasion and opportunity to preach and propagate Christ even as you sing the carol below ?
REFLECT
Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled"
Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"
Points to Ponder:
The Birth of Christ makes possible His Death. Without His Death, it is impossible for the New Birth!
To all Prayer-Partners and your Families

My Wife and I wish you

A Joyful and Meaningful CHRISTmas.

