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The Theme: 
Proclaiming the Death of Jesus
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The Text: Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.





I Cor. 11:26, NIV
The Thots:
A. The Purpose of Jesus’ Birth:
1. To Declare…

a. God’s Righteous Acts to Save Sinners through the Sending of His Son…
Rom. 3:24-26

Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, 

To declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

To declare…His righteousness: that He might be just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

b. God’s Real Affection for All to offer them Salvation through His Son.
Jn. 3:16
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
2. To Die: 
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life for us.
I Jn. 3:16, NIV
Jesus was born to Die. While looking forward to Christmas, it is meaningless without His death.
a. The Reasons Jesus had to physically die that we may not spiritually die:
i. For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God…
Rom. 3:23

ii. Behold, all souls are mine…the soul that sinneth, it shall die.
Eze. 18:4

iii. For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. 6:23
b. The Reality of Jesus born to die:

i. For even the Son of man came…to give His life a ransom for many.
Mk. 10:45
ii. As the Father knoweth Me…I lay down My life for the sheep.
Jn. 10:15, 17, 18
Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again.

c. The Results of Jesus’ Death:
i. He Fulfilled Scripture.
· Referring to His Betrayal which led to His Death:
Mt. 26:56 cf. 27:9
But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.
· Referring to His Death between two malefactors:
Mk. 15:27, 28
…with Him they crucify two thieves; the one on His right hand, and the other on His left.

And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And He was numbered with the transgressors.

· Referring to His Death and Resurrection as Predicted by Him and the Prophets:
Lk. 24:44; Jn. 18:32
· These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me.
· That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which He spake, signifying what death he should die.
· Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that He was buried, 

and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.
I Cor. 15:3
ii. He Finished what He came to do.
Jn. 19:28-30
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst…When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, It is finished:
and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost
iii. He can now Furnish Salvation to those who believe in His death and resurrection.
Rom. 5:10
We were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more…we shall be saved by His life.
B. The Proclamation of Jesus’ Death
At the Lord’s Supper we are specifically asked to proclaim His death till He comes:
I Cor. 11:26, NIV
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes, NIV
1. His Death was Vicarious - His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
I Pet. 2:24

2. His Death was Victorious.
I Cor. 15:54-57
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Lord’s Supper is not just a Commemoration or a Memorial Service, 
it is the Proclamation of the Lord’s Victory won over Death, Sin, Satan and the Grave.
And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy…for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation…And the four beasts said, Amen. 
And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and ever.
Rev. 13:9-14
Low in the grave He lay, Jesus my Savior, Waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord!

Up from the grave He arose, With a mighty triumph o’er His foes,
He arose a victor from the dark domain, And He lives forever, with His saints to reign.

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!
hh

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Often the Lord’s Supper is regarded by many to be a “funeral service” 
as it is supposed to commemorate the death of Christ, as…
I Cor. 11:26
As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.  
Probably they could have been misled by the KJV rendering of the Greek word kataggello.
Strong informs us that it is derived from a base word aggellos or ang'elos, 
from aggello = to bring tidings; thus, a messenger; esp. an "angel".

Hence, kataggello is to proclaim, promulgate.
Thus, as an angel announced the birth of Jesus, we are to proclaim His death!
The NIV renders the text as:

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
The Lord’s Supper therefore is … 
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes 
(NIV)
· An Announcement (Proclamation) of His death, burial and resurrection.
· An Affirmation of His victory over death, grave, sin and Satan.
· An Acclamation of His Ascension and Glorification in heaven.
· And an Anticipation of His Return in Glory for His own.
The Observance of the Lord’s Supper is only till He come.

Until then we need to 
Remember Him in His Death 

 and 
Revere Him in His Victory over Death.

Let us therefore join the myriads and multitudes of hosts and angels in heaven to sing…

a new song, saying, Thou art worthy…for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation…
And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels …and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying…Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the four beasts said, Amen. 
And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and ever.

Rev. 5:9-14

Will the above meditation of what the Lord’s Supper is change or confirm your understanding of it and prepare you this week to proclaim His death in a very 

meaningful way at the Remembrance Feast in fellowship with your fellow-saints to Remember and Revere Him until He comes?
REFLECT

2. Why is proclaiming the death of Christ more important than even the announcement of His birth? Consider the following mission statements regarding Christ’s death:

· For even the Son of man came…to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.
Mk. 10:45
· We see Jesus, Who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 

…that He by the grace of God should taste death for every man.


Heb. 2:9

· As a man…He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Phil. 2:8

As we prepare to Rejoice over the Angel’s Announcement this coming Christmas…
Lk. 2:10, 11

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

…May we also Remember Him as He Commanded us to Commemorate His death. 
When He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.  After the same manner 
also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament 
in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

Will this Lord’s Day Lord’s Supper be of very special significance to you? REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: 
Rejoice in the Lord’s Birth, Remember Him in His Death
and Revere Him in His Resurrection and Exaltation.
