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The Text: 
And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished…

Mt. 13:53
The Thots:

Intro.: 
Three times the expression “when Jesus had finished…” occurs in Matthew’s gospel.
Strong defines the Greek word teleo as to End, i.e. Complete, Execute, Conclude, Discharge (a Debt)…

 In all the three occasions, the Lord completed a Particular Part of His ministry to the People 
and Proceeded on to another stage. Following are the three records of what happened:

A. He completed His ministry to the privileged Jews who Rejected Him 
Mt. 13:53

And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, He departed thence.

1. The Purpose of Parables: The disciples…said…Why speakest Thou unto them in parables?
13:10-15
a. The Disciples’ Privilege over the People.

13:11

Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.
b. The Principle of Possession or lack of it and its Product:

13:12, 13
For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: 

but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.
because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.
c. Isaiah’s Prediction of the People’s Perception without the Pertinent comprehension.
13:14,15
And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, 

and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:

For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should understand 
with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.
Isa. 6:9, 10

2. The Products of Perceiving the Points of the Parables:
Mt. 13:16, 17
But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.

For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.
· Thus, Jesus, the Prophet was “Finished” with the People. His speaking in Parables testified to that.

And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, He departed thence.

13:53
B. He Terminated His Teaching in Galilee.
Mt. 19:1, 2

And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these sayings, He departed from Galilee…
1. What Jesus Declared [His sayings] –
a. To the Pharisees: Moses taught that Marriage was for life.

19:1-12
b. To His Disciples: Do not Disallow little children to come to Him.

19:13-15
c. To the rich Man: Materialism (riches) should not stop him come to Him.

19:16-22
d. To His Disciples: it was Difficult for rich men to be saved,

  but then God could Do what was seemingly impossible. 

19:23-26
e. To Peter and his Partners: sacrifice for Jesus would Receive Rewards later.

19:27-30

2. Then Jesus Departed from Galilee.
Mt. 19:1
a. Jesus was now Finished with Galilee in His earthly ministry. 

b. He would only Follow up with a visit to Galilee to meet His disciples there after His resurrection.

i. The eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. 28:16

ii. After these things Jesus shewed Himself again to the disciples at…Tiberias [Galilee]. Jn. 21:1

C. Jesus Prepared to Finish what He Predicted would befall Him earlier 
Mt. 26:1, 2
And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, He said unto His disciples,


Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified.

1. This is the Fourth and Final time Jesus was predicting His own death as recorded by Matthew.

Cp. 16:21-23; 17:22, 23; 20:17-19.
2. He would Finish the Work He First came to do:
As in 16:21-23; 17:22, 23; 20:17-19
a. He must go unto Jerusalem… The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men…
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes…
b. And shall deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge…they shall condemn Him to death…
and be killed…and to crucify Him and…the third day… He shall rise again.
3. Thus on the Cross, where and when He was Crucified He Completed His mission:

Jesus…Cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.
Mt. 27:50
Cp. He said, It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.
Jn. 19:30

Lifted up was He to die; It is finished! was His cry;

Now in Heav’n exalted high. Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
Phil​ip P. Bliss
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 461
1. Jesus is the Author and Finisher of our Faith. He would Finish what He first started in our lives when we first placed our Faith in Him. Between these two limits of our Faith, 
He also gives us missions and tasks to begin and continue our walk with Him at various stages. What He has begun in us, He expects us to finish, thus:
Phil. 2:12
Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, 
but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  

We need to work out our salvation with fear and trembling. 
This is NOT to work for our salvation for by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

Eph. 2:8, 9
We are to work out the salvation that God has worked in us as: 
(Phil. 2:13)

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure. 
Thus, having now possessed the salvation that the Lord God has worked into us, 
we need to work out that salvation to testify to the fact that indeed we do have this salvation in us.
And this is a serious and solemn task, hence, we need to work out [our] own salvation 
with fear and trembling. 

Are you sure of your salvation? How do you know? 
What are the signs in your walk and in your life that you are? 
REFLECT.
2. Jesus ever sought to finish the work His Father gave Him to accomplish.


Note that Jesus was given a work to execute and complete by His Father. 


His will in life was just to achieve that God-given goal.
Jn. 4:34
· Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, 
and to finish His work. 

Or
Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, 

and to accomplish His work.
John 4:34 (NASB) 


And the works that He did on earth testified to the Father Who sent Him.

· But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given Me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of Me, that the Father hath sent Me. 


Jn. 5:36


At the end, He finished all that the Father wanted Him to do. 

In this, He thus glorified God.
Jn. 17:4
· I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do. 
In our life on earth, our goal must also be to finish the work that He gives us to do.

At the end of his life Paul was able to testify:
II Tim. 4:7, 8

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love His appearing. 
Are you in the process of finishing the work He has given you to do?

In the first place, do you know what He wants you to do?

Have you ever sought to find out and seek His will for your life?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:
Finish the Task the Lord gives you; let Him not be Finished with you because you Fail 

(I Cor. 9:27b)!
