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The Theme: 
The Passover
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The Text: 
It is the LORD'S passover.

Exo. 12:11b

The Thots:

A. The Institution of the Passover

1. It was a Memorial Feast.
Exo. 12:14a
And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; 
and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations;.

2. It was to be a Perpetual Fete.
Exo. 12:14:b

Ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.
3. It was an Annual Festival.
Lev. 23:4, 5, NRSV
These are the appointed festivals of the LORD…you shall celebrate at the time appointed for them. 

…There shall be a passover offering to the LORD.
B. The Instructions concerning the Passover.

1. The Day and time for its Observance – You shall celebrate at the time appointed…
Lev. 23:4, 5, NRSV
in the first month, on the fourteenth day… at twilight.

Let the children of Israel also keep the passover at his appointed season…

according to all the rites of it, and according to all the ceremonies thereof, shall ye keep it.  Num. 9:2, 3

2. The Duty of all Israel to Observe:


Let the children of Israel also keep the passover at his appointed season.
Num. 9:2

3. The Decrees concerning its Observation:

a. Those Defiled by the Dead could not observe it at the appointed time.
Num. 9:6
Certain men, who were defiled by the dead body of a man…could not keep the passover on that day.
b. They had to Defer it to the next month but they must observe it then.
Num. 9:10, 11
…he shall keep the passover…the fourteenth day of the second month at even they shall keep it.
c. The Disciplining of those able to keep it but Omitted it:
Num. 9:13

But the man that is Clean, and is not in a journey, and forbeareth to keep the passover,
i. even the same soul shall be Cut off from among his people: 
because he brought not the offering of the LORD in his appointed season, 
ii. That man will bear the Consequences of his sin.
Num. 9:13, NIV
4. The Declarations regarding the Ordinance of the passover. 
Exo.   12:4

a. The People who must keep it: All the congregation of Israel shall keep it.

12:47
b. Others Permitted to keep it:
i. The Purchased and Circumcised Servant:

12:44
Every man's servant that is bought for money, when thou hast circumcised him, then shall he eat.
ii. The Person that is Clean, and is not in a journey.
Num. 9:13a
iii. When a Stranger shall Sojourn with thee, and will keep the passover to the LORD, 

let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; 
and he shall be as one that is born in the land.
   Exo. 12:48 cf. Num. 9:14
c. The Prohibited. 
12:45
There shall no stranger eat thereof: a foreigner and an hired servant shall not eat thereof.

C. The Image of the Passover – cp. the Lord’s Supper.

1. Their Institution – 

a. Passover: the whole assembly…of Israel shall kill it in the evening.
Exo. 12:6b

Cp. Lord’s Supper: the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed …
I Cor. 11:23
took bread…After the same manner also he took the cup...

11:24, 25
b. Passover: only the Circumcised Could eat of it.
See #B4 above. 

Cp. Lord’s Supper: For Baptised Believers in the Lord.
I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you [i.e. saints in Christ] I Cor. 11:23 cf. 1:2

c. Passover: To Commemorate it, a Lamb was Slain and its blood Shed.


Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover.
Exo. 12:21

Cp. The Lord’s Supper:
I Cor. 11:25
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
2. Their Instructions:


The Passover: Let the children of Israel also keep the passover at his appointed season. Num. 9:2


The Lord’s Supper: this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24-26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by; Yet, passing, points to the glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, The Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss and love. Ho​ra​ti​us Bo​nar
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 459
1. The Passover played a very important role in the history of Israel. 
It featured prominently on three important occasions in their history, viz.
(a) It was Instituted when they were about to leave Egypt for the Promised Land.


Thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD'S passover.
Exo. 12:11
It was a sign of their redemption from slavery to a life of freedom and faith in trusting God to lead them on to a land flowing with milk and honey:


And I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites…unto a land flowing with milk and honey.
Exo. 3:17

(b) It was one of the first Institutions to be restored after Israel had crossed River Jordan ready to start a new life in the Promised Land. It was at Gilgal that they restored the Passover to its proper place in their new life. Their dependence on the manna during their wilderness journeys ceased as they entered into a new experience of enjoying the fruits of the promised land.
Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even ….And the manna ceased on the morrow…neither had the children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.
Josh. 5:10-12
(c) When they returned from their 70 years of Babylonian captivity to rebuild their temple in Jerusalem, among the first things they did as they dedicated the restored Temple, the house of God, was to observe and keep the Passover: 
The children of Israel…kept the dedication of this house of God with joy, And…kept the passover upon the fourteenth day of the first month…and killed the passover for all the children of the captivity, and for their brethren the priests, and for themselves.Ezra 6:19-20
Next Saturday, 23rd Nov (See Rumination No. 455) my home assembly will be holding a Dedication and Thanksgiving Service to God as they dedicate their new building to Him. May all the saints there acknowledge the importance of the Lord’ Supper to observe it at its appointed season giving it their priority to remember the Lord as He commanded in its institution on the night of His betrayal. 
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come. 

Are you giving priority to the Lord’s Supper in your life in your assembly/church, 

and like the early church Christians continuing stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine 

and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers? Acts 2:42
REFLECT.
2. Great importance was placed in the observance of the Passover on the Purity of the Participants: This could be seen from two requirements placed on them, viz.
(a) 
A Clean Heart:
Ezra 9:6, 7


There were certain men, who were defiled by the dead body of a man, that they could not keep the passover on that day…and…said unto him [Moses], We are defiled by the dead body of a man: wherefore are we kept back, that we may not offer an offering of the LORD in his appointed season among the children of Israel?

Compare the Requirement for the Lord’s Supper:
I Cor. 11:28-29, NIV
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 

For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
(b)
 A Compulsory attendance:
Num. 9:10-13
 If any man of you or of your posterity shall be unclean by reason of a dead body, 
or be in a journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover unto the LORD.

The fourteenth day of the second month at even they shall keep it…

Compare the Requirement for the Lord’s Supper:  
I Cor. 11:24-26
This do in remembrance of Me…for as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

Are you giving Priority and Prominence to the Lord in keeping His Supper 
and giving Him Pre-eminence in this area of your life?
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder:  

At the Lord’s Supper, He should be Prominent in our Remembrance 


and Pre-eminent in our Reverence of Him.
