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The Text: 
Without shedding of blood is no remission.
Heb. 9:22b

The Thots:

A. The Significance of the Blood

1. Abel’s Life taken: his blood Cried out –
Gen. 4:10
What hast thou [Cain] done? The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto Me from the ground.

[Note: 1st occ. of blood in the Scripture.]

2. The Law of the Land given: Eat no blood.
Gen. 9:3, 4
Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.

But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.
3. Later the Mosaic Law Confirmed it: Life is in the blood.
Lev. 17:10, 11
And whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, 
that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set My face against that soul that eateth blood, 
and will cut him off from among his people. For the life of the flesh is in the blood: 
…for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.
Also see below
B. The Deliverance by the Blood.

1. Without Shedding of Blood there is no Remission.
Heb. 9:22, NIV
In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, 
and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
2. The Passover Lamb’s Shed Blood Spared Israel from being Smitten.
Exo. 12:23
For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood 
upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, 
and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.
3. Blood was Sprinkled upon and before the Mercy Seat for the people’s Sin Atonement.  Lev. 16:14, 15, 19
Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring his blood within the veil, 
And…sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat. He shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it, and hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel.

4. Redemption is by Blood and it is needed to Seal a Covenant.
I Pet. 1:18, 19

a. The Meaning and Concept of the Blood.
Heb. 9

i. Into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, 
which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people.

9:7
ii. How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
9:14

b. The Mediators of the Covenants in the Blood.

i. Moses Mediated the Old Covenant with the blood of animals.
Heb. 9:19, 20
When Moses had proclaimed every commandment of the law to all the people, 
he took the blood of calves…and sprinkled the scroll and all the people. He said, 
"This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep."
ii. Jesus Mediated a Better Covenant with His own Blood!
Heb. 9:12
By His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.
· He is the Mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.
8:6
· Christ is the Mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive 
the promised eternal inheritance--

9:15, NIV
· Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, 
that speaketh better things than that of Abel.

12:24
C. The Remembrance of the Lord in the Blood.

1. The Cup that we take, it is in remembrance of the Lord who shed His blood for us.
Lk. 22:19, 20
And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 
This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me. 
Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood, 
which is shed for you.
2. We are to do this in Commemoration of Him:
I Cor. 11:25
After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus;

What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
  Ro​bert Low​ry
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 458

1. Can Christians eat blood?
· In the Church at Antioch, certain Jews from Judaea went there to teach that Gentiles must fulfil the Mosaic Condition to be Circumcised to be saved.
· And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, 

Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.
Acts 15:1

· When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they (the church, 15:3) determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.
Acts 15:2

· In the Church at Jerusalem, the same problem surfaced. The Jewish Christians also wanted the Gentile Christians to be Circumcised and keep the Mosaic law, as…
Acts 15:5

· There rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, 
That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.

· Then Peter stood up to present his Case against the Jews.
Acts 15:7-11

· When there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them…

We believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.
· Paul and Barnabas Consolidated Peter’s arguments:
Acts 15:12

· Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them.

· Finally James Concluded the discussion and gave his sentence:
Acts 15:13, 19, 20, NIV
· "It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain (1) from food polluted by idols, (2) from sexual immorality [fornication, KJV], (3) from the meat of strangled animals and (4) from blood.
· This four-fold Constraint was later repeated and Confirmed:
Acts 21:25
· As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from (1) things offered to idols, 
(2) and from blood, and (3) from strangled, and (4) from fornication.


Can Christians therefore eat blood? Consider first…

(1) Can Christians eat food offered to idols?
I Cor. 8:4

· Yes: As Concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered 
in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world.
· No! Contrast:

· They made Him jealous with their foreign gods and angered Him with their detestable idols.

They sacrificed to demons, which are not God--
Deut. 32:16, 17, NIV
· Do I mean then that a sacrifice offered to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? 
No, but the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you 
to be participants with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord's table and the table of demons. 

I Cor. 10:19-21, NIV

(2) Can Christians Commit fornication? No!


· Flee fornication…he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. I Cor. 6:18f
· For this is the will of God…that ye should abstain from fornication.
 I Thes. 4:3


(3 & 4) Thus, Can Christians eat blood or things strangled?
I Thes. 5:18 cf. I Tim. 4:3
· In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

· Therefore Can Christians, on the same note (i.e. just give thanks and eat blood or things strangled) also give thanks and eat food offered to idols and commit fornication? 
REFLECT

2. Today modern so-called evangelists avoid mentioning and preaching a crucified Christ and His shed blood as necessary to cleanse the sins of sinners. They prefer to stress on the Love 
of God for sinners to win them back to Him.
· In contrast Paul declared and preached: I determined not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
I Cor. 2:2
· In similar fashion, Peter declared:
I Pet. 1:18, 19

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 

Is the Gospel only all about God’s Love for Sinners and not what it cost Him to manifest that love? 
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: Preach the Gospel without Blood and you have a Gospel without Life.
