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The Text: 
You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.
I Cor. 10:21b, NRSV
The Thots:


Intro.: This section of Paul’s Exhortations to the Corinthian Church was based on the Example he Cited earlier: 

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come.
I Cor. 10:6, 11

A. The Divine Table of Fellowship – The Table of the Lord.
I Cor. 10:21b
At the Beginning, Israel enjoyed God’s Blessings and Fellowship:
1. The Basis of the Fellowship was their Baptism:

10: 2

And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea.
They were “baptised by immersion” as they went through the divided waters of the Red Sea 

on either side with the cloud covering them from above.

2. The Blessings of their Fellowship were as follows:
I Cor. 19:1-4

a. All came under His Protection and witnessed His Power in delivering them.

10:1
All our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;


b. All were Provided for by God on their way out to the Promised land.

10:3, 4a
And did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual drink.
c. They were Personally cared for by the Lord.

10:4b
They drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.
B. The Demons’ Table of Fellowship – the Table of Devils (KJV)/Demons (NIV)
I Cor. 10:21c
Later, Israel strayed into the devil’s fellowship:
10:6, NIV
Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did.
Note: evil is Gk. Kakos here. Cp. The evil one (Gk. Poneros, Mt. 6:13, NIV)) used of the Devil.

Five Evil sins which Israel committed which we must avoid, as they spring from the Devil:
1. Consider their Desire - we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.

10:6b
2. Consider their Deity - Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them;


10:7
3. Consider their Defilement - Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed.
10:8
4. Consider their Denigration - Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted.
10:9
5. Consider their Dissent - Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured.
10:10
· You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.
I Cor. 10:21b, NRSV
C. The Lord’s Supper.
At the very Centre of the Communion (Fellowship) of the Lord’s Table is the Lord’s Supper.

1. The Lord’s Table – This is the Communion of Saints.

10:21

a. Comprising Believers Baptized into the Body of Christ.
I Cor. 12:12-14
For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink 
into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.

b. The Basis of this Fellowship is Cleansing by His Blood as symbolised in the Cup.

10:16a

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?

c. The Blessing of this Fellowship is the Breaking of the Bread symbolizing the Body of Christ. 10:16b

The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

Note the Order: The Cup then the Bread – first Belief in Him then Baptised into His Body.
2. The Lord’s Supper – This is the Commemoration of our Saviour. 
I Cor. 11:20, 26
Cp. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
a. The Breaking of Bread is our Remembrance of the Lord Bearing our sins in His own Body. I Cor. 11:23

Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.


Cp. His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
I Pet. 2:24

b. The Drinking of the Cup is our Remembrance of His Covenant in His Blood He made with us. I Cor. 11:24

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
Cp. This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20, NIV
Note the Order: The Bread then the Cup – first He gave of His Body then He shed His Blood for us.
How happy are Thy servants, Lord, Who thus remember Thee!
What tongue can tell our sweet accord, Our perfect harmony?

Who Thy mysterious supper share, Here at Thy table fed,


Many, and yet but one we are, One undivided bread.
Charles Weley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 456

1. In Paul’s first epistle to the local church at Corinth, he warned them in very serious tones that those in the fellowship of the Lord’s Table just could not be participants at the table of demons too. His warning was very solemn:
I Cor. 10:21, 22
Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: [demons, NIV]
Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.

He further challenged them:

Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than He?

Paul himself was jealous if they, whom he had espoused to the Lord, should be unfaithful and owe allegiance to another. He wrote:

For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.
II Cor. 11:2

The believers did not seem to pay heed to his warning in his first epistle to them. 
Thus he wrote the above in his second. In fact, he pinned them down this time with very specific questions addressed to them very pertinently. He wrote:
II Cor. 6:14-18
Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: 

for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 

And what communion hath light with darkness?

And what concord hath Christ with Belial?

Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? 

And He gave the reasons for His outburst:

For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, 

and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

He also gave them a chance to repent and an assurance that the Lord 
will accept them back if they do so:

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 

and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,

And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty.

Now again in love, he appealed to them:
II Cor. 7:1-3

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Receive us; we have wronged no man, we have corrupted no man, we have defrauded no man. I speak not this to condemn you: for I have said before, that ye are in our hearts 
to die and live with you.

Have you been sleeping with the Lord’s enemy?  Take heed and do not commit spiritual adultery. James also warned: Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. (Jas. 4:4)
REFLECT
2. The early church continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.  They fellowshipped and communed with each other what they had… continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having favour with all the people. 
Acts. 2:46, 47
No wonder the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 
As a member of your local church, are you, like the early church, devoted…to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer? 
Acts 2:42, NIV


REFLECT.

Points to Ponder: 
Partners at the Lord’s Table Participate at the Lord’s Supper continually. 

They cannot be partners with the demons at their Table at the same time.
