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The Theme: 
The Memorial and the Monument
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The Text: 
This day shall be unto you for a memorial.
Exo. 12:14
The Thots:


Intro.: 
The Dictionary Defines “Memorial” as a recognition of Meritorious Service 

or a Structure (Monument) erected to commemorate persons or events.
A. The Memorial of the Passover – the Sign of Redemption
Exo. 12:14
And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD 
throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.
1. The Passover was a feast observed to Recall Israel’s Redemption from bondage in Egypt.
a. It was a Sign of the Lord’s Strong hand in delivering them:

13:3, 9, 16
Remember this day, in which ye came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage; 
for by strength of hand the LORD brought you out from this place.


b. A Spotless lamb was Slain to Signify the occasion – Your lamb shall be without blemish.
12:5
c. It Served as a Substitute for all firstborn in the land that they would not be Smitten.

12:12, 29

For I will pass through…Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land.
2. The Passover lamb pointed to the Lord as our Redeemer from Sin.
I Pet. 1:18, 19
 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as Silver and gold, 

…but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without Spot.
a. Behold, the Lamb of God, which taketh away the Sin of the world.  
Jn. 1:29
b. For even Christ our passover is Sacrificed for us.
I Cor. 5:7
3. Israel was to observe the Passover Repeatedly on the same day every year.
Exo. 13:10
Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his season from year to year.
Hence, the Passover Feast was a Memorial.
Exo. 12:14; 13:9
B. The Memorial of the Twelve Stones – the Sign of Sanctification
Josh. 4:7
For the LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over, 
as the LORD your God did to the Red sea, which He dried up from before us, until we were gone over:
1. The Crossing of the Red Sea Symbolised Redemption from Sin – 
Israel was redeemed from the bondage of Slavery then.
See above.
2. The Crossing of River Jordan Symbolised Sanctification.
Josh. 4:23
When it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: 

and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever
a. Twelve stones were buried in the river bed as a Memorial of this event. 

4:7
Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet
of the priests which bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this day.

· The event points to our death and burial with Christ in our baptism. 
Rom. 6:3, 4a

Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death:
b. Twelve stones were raised as a Monument on land where they camped that night. 
Josh. 4:3, 8
Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan…twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, 
and leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall lodge this night.

· The event points to our resurrection with Christ (after baptism) to walk in newness of life. Rom. 6:4b
That like as Christ was raised up from the dead…even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

c. The Stones were to Testify to all that God was Mighty that the people Might fear Him.  Josh. 4:21-24
Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land…That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty: that ye might fear the LORD your God for ever.
· The two-in-one event (the stones buried in the river bed and on land) points to our being… Rom. 6:5, 11 …planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ.

Hence, our Sanctification.

C. The Memorial of the Lord’s Supper – the Sign of Proclamation
I Cor. 11:26, NRSV
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
1. The Monument: 
a. We are to Break the Bread.
I Cor. 11:23b, 24
The Lord Jesus…took bread: when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, 
Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you.
b. We are to drink of the cup of Wine.
I Cor. 11:25a
After the same manner also He took the cup…saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood.
2. The Memorial: We are to do this in remembrance of our Lord.
This do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come. 11:26
By Christ redeemed, in Christ restored, We keep the memory adored,
And show the death of our dear Lord, Until He come.

His body broken in our stead Is here in this memorial bread,
And so our feeble love is fed Until He come.
George Raw​son
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 455

1. Last Lord’s Day (13 Oct.) was a somewhat historic day for my home church. After years of waiting they finally obtained the Occupation Certificate (OC) of Fitness to occupy their new building on the previous site of their demolished mission house adjacent to their still-standing old building (now renovated and occupied by the Chinese-speaking assembly). This new building is a monument to God’s faithfulness from the days when assembly work first commenced at 38 Farquhar Street Chapel in 1859 to the time it moved to Burmah Road Hall in 1938. Last May 28 the present assembly looked forward to celebrating their 75th Anniversary from the time of Burmah Road Gospel Hall in the new building, but it was not to be as the OC was not given. 
Now that they are in the new building, it is just a monument of bricks and mortar. The greater challenge is for the church that is made up of living stones…built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. The challenge is what the church will do from this time onwards? Will they be a memorial to God’s faithfulness and greatness bringing Him glory in the years to come – reaching out to those outside to bring them into the fold; strengthening and building up the sheep inside?
As it were they have crossed River Jordan. The road to the promised land has just begun. It is strewn with dangers and battles all the way. Opposing giants are waiting. Will they say like the Israelites in support of the ten spies We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we (Num. 13:31) or follow Caleb and Joshua to say: Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it? (Num. 13:30). The matured people (twenty years old and upward, Num. 14:29) who made the decision to follow the former were designated to wandering in the wilderness for forty years until their carcasses would fall there because of their unbelief. Only their innocent children would live to enter into the Promised Land! 

For those who are at Burmah Road Gospel Hall now, and those who left it for some reason or other in time past or those who were at one time associated with them (and who are now readers of this rumination if you are in Penang), will you return, go forward with them and declare:  Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome? I am sure they will welcome you warmly.
REFLECT
2. On 23rd November, the above-mentioned assembly will officially hold a Thanksgiving Service to testify to God’s Faithfulness for giving them the new building and providing them with all they need to furnish it. If you are in the vicinity will you join them for this historic memorial service in this monument of their new building to testify to the neighbourhood and the world around of God’s Greatness and give all glory to God?
Hopefully and prayerfully let us hope that there will be no missing stones in the spiritual house!
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:

A Building is but bricks and mortar. A Church is a spiritual house of living stones put there by God to worship and to witness.
The New Burmah Road Gospel Hall Building
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The inside of the Building
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