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The Theme: 
It is Better
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The Text: 
It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.
Psa. 118:8

It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in princes.
Psa. 118:9
The Thots:


Intro.: In the King James’ Translation of the Bible, Psalms 118:8, 9 appear right in the middle of the Bible.
How apt it is that these two texts are at the Core and Centre of our Bible.

The Supremacy and Superiority of the Lord is indeed Central to Scripture:
Lk. 24:44

All things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, 
and in the psalms, concerning Me.

A. It is Better to trust in the Lord’s Person…


1. …Than to put Confidence in Man.
Psa. 118:8

a. Man could only Swear by a greater to Seal an oath.
Heb. 6:16

For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife.
b. But God Confirms His Word by two immutable things that cannot be Changed:
Heb. 6:17, 18
i. His Character that He cannot lie – it was impossible for God to lie.
ii. His Counsel, Confirmed…by an oath that He cannot break.
c. Therefore, have Complete Confidence in God – …we might have a strong Consolation.
Heb. 6:18
Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward.

Heb. 10:34, 35
2. …Than to put confidence in Princes.
Rev. 17:14; 19:16

For He is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with Him are called, 
and chosen, and faithful.
3. Or even to put confidence in Angels.
For He is so much better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance obtained 
a more excellent name than they. 
Heb. 1:4
B. It is Better to trust in the Lord’s Promises. 
But now hath He obtained a more excellent ministry…which was established upon better promises. Heb. 8:6
1. He makes with us a Better Covenant:

Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
Heb. 7:22, NIV
By how much also…He is the Mediator of a better covenant.
Heb. 8:6
a. His Covenant with us was Sealed in His Blood.

For this is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Mt. 26:28

b. His Covenant with us has Better Substance.
Heb. 10:34
Knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance.
2. He promises us a Better Country and a Better City.
Heb. 11:6

a. Abraham was looking for a Country and a City where he could Call God His God.
Heb. 11:10
For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
b. God Granted Abraham even a Better Country and City than he Could ever hope for!
Now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God: for He hath prepared for them a city.
Heb. 11:16
c. The Better City will be like a Charming Bride Coming down from heaven to earth.
Rev. 21:2, 3
I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 

and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.
3. He promises them and us something Better that together we may be Complete!
Heb. 11:40
God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.
C. It is better to trust in the Lord’s People.

1. Forsake not the assembling of ourselves together…
Heb. 10:25

As the manner of some is; but exhorting one another…as ye see the day approaching.

2. For it is better to be in the Lord’s house than to be somewhere else.
Psa. 84:10
For a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper 
in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.

3. Forget not to remember the Lord at His Supper and worship Him this day!
Acts 2:42
They continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine…in fellowship…in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to sing praises unto Thy name, O most High. Psa. 92:1

How good it is to thank the Lord, And praise to Thee, Most High, accord,
To show Thy love with morning light, And tell Thy faithfulness each night;
Yea, good it is Thy praise to sing, And all our sweetest music bring. 

The Psal​ter
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. In the Book of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes , 
the author listed a number of better things, as follows:
a. It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, 
than with a brawling woman in a wide house. 
Pro. 21:9

b. It is better to dwell in the wilderness, 
than with a contentious and an angry woman. 
Pro. 21:19
c. It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop, 
than with a brawling woman and in a wide house.
Pro. 25:24

d. It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: 
for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart.
Eccl. 7:2

e. It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise,
than for a man to hear the song of fools.
Eccl. 7:5
Both Proverbs and Ecclesiastes are reputed to be wisdom books written by King Solomon. Do you agree with the sentiments expressed above and do you think they are relevant today?  What are your reasons for agreeing or disagreeing? How can you make them relevant and specially pertinent to you this week?
REFLECT
2. The Lord Jesus in a series of solemn warnings to those who got their priorities and their perspectives of life and the life after death wrong, were told of the dangers of landing in hell. They were advised of the better things that they could do to avoid such pitfalls.

He said:
a. It is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee:

it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.
Matt. 18:8, 9

b. And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in Me, 
it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, 
and he were cast into the sea. And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: 
it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, 
into the fire that never shall be quenched:
Mk. 9:42, 43

c. And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: 
it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, 
into the fire that never shall be quenched: 
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
Mk. 9:45, 46

d. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: 
it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, 
than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire:

Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
Mk. 9:47, 48
These warnings serve as a challenge to those who do not believe in Jesus to do so. Not to do so is to be destined to go to hell at the end of one’s life on earth. It is not worth clinging on to and enjoying the pleasures and values of this earth with the destiny of spending the rest of eternity in hell.  God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: 
then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?
Lk. 12:20
They also serve as a warning to those who believe that they need to pass on the good news of deliverance from sin and hell through belief in Christ to their friends and relatives so that they do not fall into this horrible pit where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

Whatever your situation, how are you responding to the Lord’s challenge?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder:

It is Good to believe in Christ (Jn. 1:12). It is Better to Know Him. (Phil. 3:10). It is Best to be where He is. (Jn. 14:3)
