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The Theme: 
God with us

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
They shall call His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
Mt. 1:23b
The Thots:


Intro.  Consider the history of God seeking to be with us.
A. God first Created Man to Commune with him in the Garden.

1. Man was to Dress (work) the Garden and enjoy its fruits. God would Commune with him there.
The LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.
Gen. 2:15
And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day…
Gen. 3:8a 
2. When Man Disobeyed God they realised they were naked and were ashamed.
Gen. 3:8b
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him…And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.
Gen. 3:9, 10
3. And God Drove Man out from His presence because of his (and the woman’s) sin.
Gen. 3:23, 24
Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden…so He drove out the man; 
and He placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims to keep the way of the tree of life.
B. Then God Came down to Dwell among Men in the Tabernacle.
1. He Commanded Israel to Construct the Tabernacle for Him.
Exo. 25:8

Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.
a. When the Tabernacle was Completed, 

The Cloud of God’s Glory settled upon the Tabernacle at the Centre of their Camp.
Exo. 40:35
Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, 
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
b. The Cloud of God’s Glory would Lead Israel through their journeys to the promised Land.
Exo. 40:36-38
For the cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, 

in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys. When the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward in all their journeys: But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken up.
2. Later David Desired to build a House for God – a Temple.
II Sam. 7:2
The king said…See now, I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains.
a. God did not Allow him to do so.

Thus saith the LORD, Shalt thou build Me an house for Me to dwell in?

Whereas I have not dwelt in any house since the time that I brought up the children of Israel 
out of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle.
II Sam. 7:5, 6

b. God Appointed David’s son, Solomon to do so instead.

When thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, 
…He shall build an house for My name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 
c. Solomon’s Temple was later Abandoned because of Israel’s Idolatry and Israel sent into Captivity.
Nebuchadnezzar also carried…all the vessels of the house of God… and the treasures of the house of the LORD…all these he brought to Babylon. And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof.

II Chr. 36:7. 18, 19
3. After the Babylonian Captivity, Cyrus gave Commandment to have the Temple rebuilt 
Ezra 5:15

Take these vessels, go, carry them into the temple…and let the house of God be builded in his place.
4. Finally God Sent His Son to come down to earth to Dwell among Men.

a. God no more would dwell in temples made with hands but in the hearts of Men.
Acts 17:24, 25
God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that He is Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though 
He needed any thing, seeing He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;
b. Thus, Jesus, the Word was made flesh, and dwelt (lit. tabernacled) among us.
Jn. 1:1, 14
C. Now the Triune God would Dwell in us.

1. God the Father dwells in us: 
Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
I Cor. 3:16
2. God the Spirit dwells in us:

Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you.
I Cor. 6:19
3. God the Son dwells in us: Christ in you, the hope of glory:
Col. 1:27
a. At the Consummation of Ages, God will indeed dwell among men forevermore! Hallelujah! Rev. 21:3, 4
And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
b. Till He Come, let us Continue to Commemorate Him Who has made all these possible.
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

God with us! O wondrous grace! Let us see Him face to face;
That we may Immanuel sing, As we ought, our God and king!
Sar​ah Slinn,
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1. Consider the Prepositions used in connection with God seeking to be with, in, among and for us?
a. “God with us” assured the Psalmist of His Presence with him through life and death.

He Claimed with great Confidence:
Psa. 23:4

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.

The Church Can also Carry out the Commission of Christ to go and Preach the gospel 

to the world because of Christ’s Promise to them:
Mt. 28:19f

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.

b. “God among us” assures all who are gathered in the Name of the Lord…

i. Of His Promise to be in their midst:
Mt. 18:20

Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.

ii. Of His Presence in the midst of and among His churches. 
And in the midst of the seven candlesticks One like unto the Son of man…
Rev. 1:13

…the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.
Rev. 1:20b
iii. That He is their Head and is to be given every Preeminence.

He is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, 

the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence.
Col. 1:18

c. “God in us” assures us that we are His Possession – we belong to God.
I Cor. 3:16

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

We are therefore to Glorify God in our body and in our spirit which belong to God.

Ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, 

and in your spirit, which are God's.
I Cor. 6:20

d. “God for us” assures Paul and us of His Protection – nothing can separate us from Him. 
Rom. 8:31, 32
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 

how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 

who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 
Rom. 8:34

Conclusion and Challenge: Is this your Persuasion?
Rom. 8:38, 39

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 

nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
REFLECT
2. And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, 

that He may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth…ye know Him; 


for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
Jn. 14:16-17


Jesus’ disciples lived under two dispensations – (a) under the dispensation of the Old Covenant where the Spirit dwelt with God’s people and them. The Spirit could come upon them and could also leave them as in the case of Samson and Saul. Thus, David prayed, “Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.” (Psa. 51:11)


But the disciples would also be (b) under the coming dispensation of the New Covenant (as with us) where they would be sealed with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13) and He would never leave them.  “He shall be in (them)” and He will abide with them forevermore. (Jn. 14:16)

Under the New Covenant, we were not only sealed with that holy Spirit of promise (Eph. 1:13b), but more importantly the Spirit is in us (I Cor. 6:19:20).

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you,


which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: 


therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

REFLECT.
Points to Ponder:

God in us ensures, and assures us, that He will always be with and for us!

