R452 29 September, 2013
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
A Follower of Christ
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The Text: 
Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.

I Cor. 11:1
The Thots:


Intro.  Paul exhorted the Corinthian Christians to follow him even as he followed Christ.
Was Paul following Christ, when he testified:

But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself,
so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus,
to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 
Acts 20:24
A. Paul’s Perspective of Life: neither count I my life dear unto myself
Cf. Jesus did not Count His Life dear unto Him.
1. The Verity of the Reasons:


a. Christ Loved us: The Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

Gal. 2:20
b. He was ready to Lay down His Life for us: I lay down My life for the sheep.
Jn. 10:15
c. He Lived out His Father’s Will on earth for us: 

As the living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the Father.

Jn. 6:57
Because I seek not Mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent Me.

Jn. 5:30b

d. The Father’s Loving Will: God commendeth His love toward us… while we were yet sinners,

 Christ died for us.  

Rom. 5:8
2. His Voluntary Resolve:


a. He did it on His own: No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself.
Jn. 10:18
b. He did it for the Father: Father…not My will, but Thine, be done.  
Lk. 22:42

c. He did it for Us: The Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Gal. 2:20
· Thus, Paul followed Jesus and counted not his life dear unto him.
B. Paul’s Purpose in Life: so that I might finish my course with joy
Cf. Jesus Finished His Course with Joy.
1. Jesus knew the End from the beginning – …Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith;
Heb. 12:2
2. He knew He would have to Endure the Cross, yet He Faced it with Joy.
Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame…
Heb. 12:2
3. When on the cross, He Exclaimed: It is Finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. Jn. 19:30

4. He had indeed Explicitly finished the mission He came to Fulfil.
I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.
Jn. 17:4
· Towards the end of his life, Paul too could claim: 
II Tim. 4:6, 7
I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.

I have Fought a good Fight, I have Finished my course, I have kept the Faith.

C. Paul’s Personal Commission in Life as received from His Lord:
 the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus
Cf. Jesus received a Mission from His Father.
1. He came to do the Father’s Will:
a. I seek not Mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent Me.
Jn. 5:30

b. For I have not spoken of Myself; but the Father which sent Me, He gave Me a commandment, 
what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that His commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto Me, so I speak.
Jn. 12:49, 50
2. His Works Witnessed to that:
Jn. 5:36, 37

But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given Me to finish, 
the same works that I do, bear witness of Me, that the Father hath sent Me.

And the Father Himself, which hath sent Me, hath borne witness of Me.
3. And it was Wholly to give His life a ransom for us.

The Son of man came…to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many. 
Mk. 10:45
· Paul’s ministry was to live for Christ - For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Phil. 1:21
· …that I might by all means save some.
I Cor. 9:22
D. Paul’s Proclamation of the Gospel in Life: to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

Cf. The Lord Jesus came with the Gospel of Grace.
1. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
Jn. 1:14

2. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
Jn. 1:17

· Thus, Paul could always testify to the Gospel of God’s Grace…
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Eph. 2:8

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.
Rom. 1:16

Sinners, obey the Gospel word! Haste to the supper of our Lord!
Be wise to know your gracious day; All things are ready, come away!
Charles Wes​ley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. To Follow Paul is to Follow in the Footsteps of the Saviour.
I Pet. 11:1

Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.
Consider Paul’s Ambition for his Life:
Phil. 1:20, 21

According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, 
but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Consider how Paul took Account of his Life:
Phil. 1:7-14

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death;  If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

Can the above Paul’s Aspirations be counted yours too?
REFLECT.

2. To Follow Peter is to Follow in the Footsteps of the Saviour:
I Pet. 2:21-24
For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps: 
2:21
The Example: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth:
2:22
The Exhortation: Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, 
that ye may grow thereby: If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
II Pet. 2:1-3:

The Example: Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; 
2:23a
The Exhortation: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 

and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake.
Mt. 5:11

The Example: when He suffered, He threatened not; but committed Himself 

to Him that judgeth righteously:
2:23b
The Exhortation:  Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 

but let him glorify God on this behalf.
I Pet. 4:16

Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping
 of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.
I Pet. 4:19

The Example: Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
2:24
The Exhortation: 

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Rom. 6:2

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore 
reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.
Rom. 6:11, 12

Can you follow in the footsteps of the Lord as set up in His example above? REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 

To Follow in the Footsteps of the Saviour is to keep step with Him and not to Fall behind.
