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The Theme: 
Death  
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The Text: 
The sting of death is sin.

I Cor. 15:56

The Thots:
A. The Command concerning Death.
Gen. 2:17
1. The Open Choice Provided:
Gen. 2:16b

The LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:

2. The One Choice Prohibited.
Gem. 2:17a

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it.


3. The Outcome and Consequent Product of disobedience – Death!
Gen. 2:17b


For in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

B. The Cause of Death – its Process.
1. The Temptation from the Subtle Serpent, viz. Satan.
Gen. 3:1a

Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.
2. He Twisted God’s Specified Command:
Gen. 3:1b, 4, 5

And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
3. Eve Transgressed and Sin came into being.
I Tim. 2:14b
The woman being deceived was in the transgression.
And with Sin came Death:
Jas. 1:14, 15
Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.


Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.
4. And Through Adam Sin was passed down.
Rom. 5:12
By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned:

C. The Consequences of Death - Separation.
1. Now all who Sin Die.
a. Originally: Death separated Man from God’s Presence and Put him out of Paradise.
Gen. 3:24

So He drove out the man; and He placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, 
and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

b. Physically: Death separates Man from Physical life.
Gen. 3:19
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground;
 for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
c. Spiritually: Death separates Man from God with him Paying the Penalty of sin.
The soul that sinneth, it shall die.
Eze. 18:4
For the wages of sin is death.
Rom.
6:23

2. But God loved all Sinners; He Sent His Son to Die for them as their Substitute.

a. For God so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten Son.

Jn. 3:16
b. God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Rom. 5:8
c. The Lord…is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance.

II Pet. 3:9
D. The Conquest of Death – to Conquer Death, Jesus took the place of Man and had to Die.
1. Christ Paid the Penalty for our sin.
I Pet. 2:24, NRSV
He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness…
2. Christ could be our Substitute because He was Sinless.
II Cor. 5:21, NIV
God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.
3. And because Christ, our Saviour, is Sinless when He died…
a. The Grave had no Right to hold Him.
Acts 2:27, NIV
You [God] will not abandon Me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.
b. God Resurrected Him from the dead.
Acts 2:35, 37, NIV
So it is stated…"'You will not let your Holy One see decay.'…
…the one Whom God raised from the dead did not see decay.
c. Thus, His Great Remarkable shout:
I Cor. 15:55
O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
E. The Commemoration of Christ’s Victory over Death – the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:26


As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
Up from the grave He arose, With a mighty triumph o’er His foes,
He arose a victor from the dark domain, And He lives forever, with His saints to reign.


He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 
Ro​bert Low​ry
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1. Death and what lies beyond is an unknown entity apart from what God has revealed to us through His written word. Much has been speculated upon and much has been written about it depending on the attitude of the person writing it.
To some, Death Ends it all. It is the last terminal in life’s journey. The blessings and the bane of life come to the end at this point. From dust we were created and unto dust we shall return. 
But is it really the end? 

An anonymous soldier who was killed in World War I penned this:
If death ends all, then evil must be good,
Wrong must be right, and beauty ugliness.
God is Judas who betrays His Son,
And with a kiss, damns all the world to Hell, - -If Christ rose not again! 

To others, Death is the continued virtual Existence of life beyond the grave. Strict instructions are therefore given to the surviving kith and kin to provide for the person’s life during and beyond burial. Great care is taken to see the body is well-preserved; and greater care is taken to see it is well-provided for in the realm beyond life. All comforts, not unknown to physical living, are transported to the deceased whose spirit purportedly lives on on the other side, for his enjoyment. This is generally done through the burning of paper replicas of earthly pleasures and luxuries. Not to do so is to let the person suffer in his new existence in the nether world. Hence, when alive, he seeks to accumulate all the “goodies” he can on this earth to merit a comfortable life beyond it. 
But then, can he take away with him all that he hoards on earth?

To such, as to the rich man, God says, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: 

then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 
Lk. 12:20


Paul confirms it in I Tim. 6:7 – 


For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.


Yet to others, Death holds an Excruciating petrifying fear. They will take every step to prolong their life on earth to postpone facing the unknown. There is always its looming fear.


This unknown was well made known by Christ when He was on earth. He warned in Mk. 9:43-48

And if thy hand/foot/eye offend thee…cut/ pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one hand/one foot/one eye, than having/two hands/two feet/two eyes to be cast into hell fire: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.


This is not to suggest that one can enter heaven maimed but rather one should rather remove any and all stumbling blocks that might prevent one from fulfilling the condition of entering heaven – Jesus said to Nicodemus: Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. (Jn. 3:3).  Going by what God reveals in His Word, it is better to cut off everything and anything that hinders the person from believing in Christ and be born again to a new life rather than to go to Hades and suffer eternal damnation by unquenchable fires where even the worms die not. For those who refuse, it is indeed right to fear!

On the other hand to those who know the Lord and who believe in Him, death is the Entrance to a better world free of the burden of life and its banes to enjoy eternal blessings beyond compare to what one can experience in this earthly life.  It is life with Christ! 

To such believers, death holds no fear. See what they say:

Paul says, For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. (Phil. 1:21) 


David says, Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. (Psa. 23:4)


For many, it is willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. (II Cor. 5:8). Death only leads to a glorious life in heaven lived in the presence of the Lord for all eternity.


CT Studd has this to say: Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.


How do you face Life and how will you face Death when the time comes? 
REFLECT.
2. However, for the Christian, there is a death he must face now.


He needs to die to Sin! – Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. 6:11.  See also Rom. 6:2-10

Paul says: I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. Gal. 2:20. Are you dead to Self and Sin and Alive unto God and Christ?


Before God we already are. We need to make it a reality in actual practice!


How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Rom. 6:2
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:

With Death Destroyed, it has lost its Sting. With Grave Defeated, the Risen Christ Reigns Supreme.
